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(b) It should also be noted that
a considerable number of
women have been honoured
by Her Majesty The Queen,
both in the New Year and
Queen’s Birthday Honours
lists—some at a very high
level.

As the honourable member
will know, this has resulted
from recommendations of the
Government.

There are many other ways in
which the special significance
of Internationa] Women's
Year has been acknowledged
hy the Government, but it
should be clearly understood
that the important thing is to
do things of a lasting and con-
tinuing nature as a matter of
basic policy and Dprogress
rather than over-emphasise
special occasions which might
have little low-on value.

INFLATION
Rate in 1974-75

The Hon, Lyla ELLIOTT, to the Min-
ister for Justice representing the
Treasurer:

Can the Minister explain why for
the 12 months ended June, 1975,
the inflation rate for Australia
was 169 per cent, whereas the
figure for this State was 20.1 per
cent?

The Hon. N, McNEILL replied:

‘The main reason for the differen-
tial movement in the consumer
price index for Perth and the
index for the six capitals com-
hined bhetween June quarter 1974
and June quarter 1975, is fo be
found in the behaviour of the
food group of the index and more
particularly in the inverse move-
ment of meat prices.

Analysis of price movements in
the meat subgroup reveals that
prices for mutton and beef fell
more sharply in other capital cities
than in Perth. Moreover, whereas
price levels for lamb were 12.5 per
cent higher in Perth in June, 1975
than s year earlier, the corres-
ponding change for the six capi-
tals combined was a fall of 10 per
cent,

It is to be noted that meat prices
in general have not risen excep-
tionally fast in Perth; the meat
subgroup of the index was only
3.2 per cent higher in June 1975
than a year earller, However, the
average experience of all capitals
was & fall of & per cent which
served partly to offset price in-
creases of other commaodities.

)

Por the information of the hon-
ourable member I table notes and
tabular material prepared by the
Treasury on the movement in the
consumer price index over the last
financial year.

g‘ahgej paper was tabled (see paper No.

METRIC CONVERSION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Readiny
Dehate resumed from the 8th May.

THE HON. R, THOMPSON (South
Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition)
[5.00 p.m.]1: The purpose of this Bill is to
metricate references currently in imperial
units in nine Acts. This measure follows
other Bills—we have had three previously—-
which have made such group amendments
to other Acts by means of & schedule. I
have no argument at all with the present
Bill; I think this is the right way to go
about the matter. When in Government
we introduced two measures of a similar
nature; although from memory I think
section 5 of the Metric Conversion Act
states this can be done by proclamation.
It would appear now that in all we have
altered some 75 Acts of Pariiament by this
method. I support the measure.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon.
V. J. Perry.

House adjourned at 5.02 p.m.

Hegislative Asspmbly

Tuesday, the 12th Aupust, 1975

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers

BILLS (37): ASSENT

Messages from the Lieutenant-Governor
and Administrator recetved and read noti-
fying assent to the following Bills—

1. Public Trustee Act Amendment Bill.
2. Health Act Amendment Bill.

3. Agent General Act Amendment Bill.
4

. Buperannuation and Family Benefits
Act Amendment Bill.

5. Factories and Shops Act Amendment

Bill.

8. Hairdressers Registration Act Amend-
ment Bill,

7. Motor Vehicle (Third Party In-

surance) Act Amendment Bill,

8. Environmental Proiection Act Am-
endment Bill.

9. Anzac Day Act Amendment Bill.
. Education Act Amendment Bill.
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Registration of Births, Deaths and
Marriages Act Amendment Bill.

Reserve (Kwinana Freeway) Bl
ReBg_iﬁtration of Identity of Persons
111,
Parlinmentary Salaries and Allow-
ances Act Amendment Bill.
Constitution Acts Amendment Bill.
Superannuationn, Sick, Death, Insur-
ance, Guarantee and Endowment
(Local Governing Bodles’ Employ-
ees) Funds Act Amendment Bill.
Wesply (Dardanup) Agreement Auth-
orization Bill.
Police Act Amendment Bill
Small Claims Tribunals Act Amend-
ment Bill.
Pyramid Sales Schemes Act Amend-
ment Bill.
Colraxgslxl;mer Protection Act Amendment,
ill.

Companies Act (Interstate Corporate
Affairs Commission) Amendment
Bill.

Fruit-growing Reconstruction Schene
Act Amendment Bill.

Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage,
and Drajinage Act Amendment Bill.

Acts Amendment (State Energy Com-
mission) Bill.

Government Employees (Promotions
Appeal Board) Act Amendment Bill,

Salaries and Allowances Tribunal Bill,

Beef Industry Committee Act Amend-
ment Bill.

Public Service Act Amendment Bill.
Fisheries Act Amendment Bill.

Banana Industry Compensation Trust
Fund Act Amendment Bill.

Rural Industries Assistance Bill,

Education Act Amendment Bill (No.
2).

Pre-School Eduecation Aet Amend-
ment Bill.

Phosphate Co-Operative (W.A)) Ltd,
Act Amendment Biil.

Local Government Act Amendment
Bill.

Marketing of Eggs Act Amendment
Bill,

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

THE SPEAKER

Appoiniment
(Mr Hutchinson): I

wish to inform the House that I have
appointed the member for Moore (Mr
Crane} to be Deputy Chalrman of Com-
mittees in place of the member for Katan-
ning (Mr Old) for the remainder of this
session.

SIR CHARLES COURT
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SALARIJES AND ALLOWANCES
TRIBUNAL

Tabling of Report
(Nedlands—

Premier) (443 p.n.}): In tabling this re-
port I should explain that the determina-
tions, which do not have to be tabled, are
part of the document. They also appear
in today’s special issue of the Government
Gazette.

273‘)he report was tabled (see paper No,

1.

QUESTIONS (61): ON NOTICE
KWINANA POWER STATION

Conversion to Coal Fuel

Mr T. H, JONES, to the Minister far

Fuel and Energy:

(1) Has any flrm decision been made
to convert any of the units at the
Kwinana power station to coal
burning units?

If not, how far has the examina-
tion extended?

Is it still intended to proceed
with the installation of all the
units programmed for the station
or will any be installed at the
Muje powerhouse, Collle?

(2)

3

Mr MENSAROS replied;

(1) No.

{2) Studies are well advanced.
The new State Energy Commis-
sion Is reviewing the capital and
operating costs and technical
factors now.

(3} Such decisions will depend upon

the outecome of the studies men-
tioned in (2).

EDUCATION
Free Milk Scheme

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

(1) Referring to gquestion 31 of 1lth
September, 1874 regarding free
milk for schools. can he advise If
the study mentloned has been
completed, and if so, with what
result?

If completed, can a copy of the
report be tabled?

RIDGE replied:

Yes, The study showed that there
was very little difference in
either the physical health or nut-
ritional status of the 10 year old
children in three “disadvantaged”
schools compared with three
“advantaged”™ schools, There was
some slight difference between
the most ‘‘disadvantaged” school
and the other five schools but the
difference was not statistieally
significant.

(2)

(n
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There were significant differ-
ences in the behaviour patterns
of the 10 year old children in the
“disadvantaged” school compared
to the “advantaged”. These dif-
ferences are being further investi-
gated. There was no evidence that
the supply of free milk wouid Le
of any value,

(2) Yes.

The report was tabled (see paper No.
273).

TOWN PLANNING

Industrial Complezr: Wanneropo

Mr

HARTREY, to the Minister for

Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:

(o))

)

3

(4)

(5>

(6)

Has the Minister's attention been
directed to a news item appearing
in The West Australian of 25th
April, 1975, and headed “Wan-
neroo plan for big industrial dev-
elopment”?

Are the intentions ascribed by

said news item to—

(a) the State Government;

(b) the Metropolitan Reglon
Planning Authority;

(c) tlllle Wanneroo Shire Coun-
cll,

factual?

Are the following statements, ap-

pearing in said news item, cor-

rect-—

(a) the land involved comprises
240 hectares;

(b) the said land is worth $1.3
million?

(a) Who made the said valua-
tlon:

(b) is the said land the property
of the Dillingham Corpora-
tion;

(e) If “Yes” to (h)—

(i) when was it acquired by
said corporation;

(ii) has & contract for sale
of said land to Wan-
nerco Shire been entered
into;

(ifi) if so, for what price, and
on what terms as to pay-
ment?

Has the shire counecil in the past
two years reiected at least 150
applications (or some other, and
what number of applications)
from people wanting to establish
businesses in Wanneroo Road?

Did such applications (if any)
represent millions of dollarg of
iInvestments?

D

(8)

88
2)

(3)

(4}

6)
(7}

&

Were these applications rejected
to avoid restricting traffic flow
and causing traffic hazards?

If s0, why will not the big indus-
trial development now planned
by the shire not create the same
traffic hazards or worse?

RUSHTON replied:
Yes.

(a) and (b} Yes.

(¢) This information is not avail-
able to me and I suggest
that the Member may seek
clarification from Wanneroo
Shire Couneil.

(a) Yes.
(h) See answer to 2{c).

{a) See answer to 2(e¢).

(b} The land has now been pur-
chased by the Wanneroo
Shire Council from Dilling-
ham Corporation.

) I to i) See answer to
2{c).

and {6) See answer to 2(c).

I understand s number of appli-
cations were rejected for traffic
reasons.

No, the reiected proposals would
have created ribbon development
along the highway causing num-
erous traffic conflicts. The present
proposals direct traffic to suitable
entry points ento the Wanneroo
Road.

HEALTH
Alcoholism

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

1)

2}

Is it a fact that the abuse of alco-
hol is the direct cause of-—

{a) the occupation of one in five
hospital beds:

(b) one in five battered children;
(¢} one in five drownings;

(d) two in five divorces and judi-
cial separations;

(e) almost half of the seripus

crimes in the whole com-
munity;

(f) half the deaths from road
crashes?

If “Yes” to any of the above, what
action has the Government taken
to reduce the adverse effects of
alecohol on the community and the
heavy cost to the State caused
thereby?
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Mr RIDGE replied:

1

2)

Mr

Data are available from a number

of sources but it is not always

possible to be certain of their rel-
iability or relevance to Western

Australia.

(a) Probably correct.

(b) Probably correct.

(¢} More likely one in eight.

(d) Probably correct.

(e) Not known, It is certainly
true that a high proportion
of inmates in Western Aus-
tralian prisons are there for
alechol assoziated crimes.

{f) Yes. This is a valid figure.

In 1874 the Western Australian
Alcohs! and Drug Authority was
established by an Act of Parlia-
ment to provide a comprehensive
service for the prevention, treat-
ment and management of aleo-
holism in this State. In addition
much of the Health Education
Council is also directed to this
end.

TRONADQO MACHINE
Decision on Use: Erpert
Commitiee

J. T. FONKIN, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Health:

(1>

2)

3

1)

Who were the members of the
expert committee of medical prac-
titioners appointed by the Gov-
ernment in accordance win a
decision of the Legislative As-
sembly on an amendment moved
by the Government for the pur-
pose of examining the desirability
and practicability of making use
of the Tronado cancer machine
available to any patients requir-
ing such treatment on medical
advice?

In their examinatjon of the micro-
wave field characteristics of the
Tropade S5101 apparatus reported
upon in pages 20 to 32 inclusive
of the report of the subcommit-
tee of the National Health and
Medical Research Council, did the
members of the expert committee
have the assistance of an expert
physicist?

H an expert physicist assisted the
members of the expert ccmmittee
what was his (or her) name and
qualifications?

Will he table a copy of the report
of the expert committee?

Mr RIDGE replied:

1)

The Government has no inten-
tion of departing from its decision
already made public that it will
not divulge the names of the

(2)

3
4)
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members of the expert cammit-
tee and the Leader of the Op-
position is well aware of this.

No. This was not a requirement
of the amendment agreed to by
the Legislative Assembly.

Not applicable.

No. The expert commitiee was
asked to advise the Minister, not
to submit a report.

J. T. Tonkin: Not applicable to
have a physicist!

STATE FINANCE

Loans from Private Sources

Mr
(1)

2)

(&)

4

Sir
(D
2)

3

J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:

Has he sought permission in gc-
cordance with his election policy
for the Government to borrow
funds outside the Loan Counefl in
order to enable it to provide infra-
structure for the purpose of en-
couraging Australian participa-
tion in big development projects?

If permission has not yet been
sought, is it his intention to cary
out the promise?

What is the total amount of any
loans for which permission tc bor-
row outside the Loan Council may
be sought?

What sources of money did he
have in mind when giving the
electors an undertaking that he
wonld seek permission to borrow
cutside the Loan Council?
CHARLES COURT replied:

Not at this stage.

This remains the policy of the
Government and the matter will

be pursued at the appropriate
time.

and (4) It would not be proper
for details of any proposed hbor-
rowing to he revealed prior to dis-
cussion with the Loan Council.

RAILWAYS
Derailments

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Transport:

1)

(2}

®

How many derailments have oc-
curred during the past 12 months
on this State Government’s rail-
way lines and what was the cause
of each?

Will he specify the derailments
and give the resultant costs in-
volved in each?

At the present time on which
Iines are reductions in—
(a) loads;

{b) speeds operating bhecause of
requirements of safety?
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4)

5)
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Which additional lines are at
present being considered for re-
ductions in either loads or speeds
because of safety requirements?
Where reductions in loads or
speeds during the last 12 months
have been applied, in what num-
ber of instanccs has action been
the result of—

(a) union representation;

(b) departmental initiative?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

1)

to (5> The information sought
by the Member is not readily
available and will take some little
time to collate.

I will forward it to him as soon
as possible.

INFLATION
Government Action

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:

1)

2

—

Sir
(1)

In view of his most definite pro-
nouncement during the last State
election campaign that “Inflation
can be beaten to a substantial
degree State by State”, will he,
using precisely the same method
of Treasury calculation as he did
when answering questions on 18th
March, 1975, explain why—

(a) the consumer price index
fizures for the June quarter
for Perth showed an increase
of 4.1 per cent compared with
the national average of 3.5
per cent;

{b) the 12 month figure for Perth
was 20.1 per ceni compared
with the national average of
16.9 per cent;

(c) the 12 month figure for Perth
was far higher than any other
capital;

(d) when the national average of
price increases during 1974-
75 fell from the 17.6 per
cent, recorded in the year
ended March, to 16.9 per cent
the figures for Perth rose in
the same period from 19.5 to
20.1 per cent?

Anticipating that the blame, for
his inability to make good his word
regarding the control of inflation,
will be placed upon the Austra-
lian Government and seeing
that the Australian Goverument
policies would be a common de-
nominator, why is the position
in Perth the worst of zll capitals?

CHARLES COURT replied:

and (2) Analysis of the increase
in the consumer price index for
the year ended June 1975 reveals
that the rate of increase in the
index for Perth was higher than

the average for all capitals for
the last three quarters of the
year. As a result, the average
movement for the year was also
higher.

The main reason for the differ-
ential movement between Perth
and the other capitals is to be
found in the behaviour of the
food group of the index and more
particularly in the inverse move-
ment of meat prices.

Analysis of price movements in
the meat sub-group reveals that
prices for mutton and beef fell
more sharply in other capital
cities than in Perth. Moreover,
whereas price levels for lamb were
12.5% higher in Perth in June,
1975 than a year earlier, the cor-
responding change for the six
rl:g.g’itals combined was a fall of
{(r 1

It is to be noted that meat prices
in general have not risen excep-
tionally fast in Perth; the meat
sub-group of the index was only
3.2% higher in June 1975 than
a Yyear earlier. However, the
average experience of all capitals
was & fall of 8.09% which served
partly to offset price increases of
other commodities.

For the information of the Mem-
ber I table notes and tabular
material prepared by the Treas-
ury on the movement in the con-
sumer price index over the last
financial year.

The papers were tabled (see paper

No.

274},

BEEF

Commonwealth Aid Scheme:

Mr

Applications
H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

)

2)
3)

@

(&)

(6)

How many applications have been
received for loans under the
emergency scheme for heef pro-
ducers?

How many of these applicants
have been granted loans?

How many applications have heen
declined?

What is the total amount in-
volved in loans fo successful ap-
plicants under the scheme?

What level of off-farm income is
an applicant permitted while =till
remaining eligible under the
scheme?

What return per kilo of heef or
per animal is used to ascertain if
the operations of an applicant are
viable?
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Mr OLD replied:

The Rural Reconstruction Auth-
ority has advised as follows—

(1) 174 at 31st July, 1975.
(2) 59.

(3) 114. One application was
withdrawn,

$306 250 at 31st July repre-
senting an average of $5190
per loan.

No specific level has heen set
and each case is examined on
its merits, Where a farmer has
sought work to supplement
an inadequate farm Income
this is accepted as such and
does not count against him.
However, major off-farm em-
ployment could put an ap-
plicant outside the scope of
the scheme.

A general assessment of long
term viability is made on the
basis of size of the farm op-
eration and type of enter-
prise. No budgeis are pre-
pared for this purpose and
no standard beef price re-
turns have therefore heen
determined.

4)

(5}

8

MEAT
Transport Subsidy

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) During the pericd which the
transcontinental railway line was
cut, what quantity of meat was
brought into Waestern Australia
from other States for sale?

(2) Was this meat subject to a trans-
port subsidy by the Western Aus-
tralian Government?

(3) If so, what was the total amount
which was paid in subsidising imn-
ported meat?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) Nil,

(2) and (3) Not applicable.

HOSPITALS
Development Programme Funds

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

(1) How has the $4.326 million made
available to this State in 1974-75
under the Australian Gevern-
ment’s five yvear hospital develop-
ment programme been allocated?

What additional requirements for
financial assistance under this
programme have been put to the
Australian Government?

(2)

12.
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Mr RIDGE replied:
$
(1) Dampler Hospital ad-
ditions . . 208 429
Fremantle Hosmtal——-
laboratories ... 824
Katanning Hospital-—
new service block 1132 000
Mt Barker Hospital—
additions 147 990
QOshorne Park Hospita]
—additions ... 656 412
Perth Dental Hospltal
—major additions 632 761
Kalamunda Hospital—
acquisition 343 781
Rockingham Hospital—
construction .. 306 000
Carnarvon Hospit.al—
major additions . 565 339
Heathcote Hospital—
mechanical services 79716
Graylands Hospital—
creative  expression
unit 206 728
Institute of Radio-
therapy—extensions .. 46 020
$4 326 000

(2) A detailed flve year programme
has been put to the Common-

wealth Government.

EDUCATION
Free School Books Scheme

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

(1) Is it a faet that school books
which were issued free to students
attending high schools under the
Tonkin Government’s free text
book scheme are to be withdrawn?

(2) If “Yes” will he give full reasons
for such action?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) The free text book scheme intro-
duced by the Tonkin Government
was designed for primary schools,
not high schools.

Over a period of many years the
Education Department has made
available supplementary mate-
rials for teaching certain sub-
jeets in high schools. These
mafterials are siill available but
as schools now have the auth-
ority to plan their own courses,
some are not using the supple-
mentary materials.

It is thus not a case that free
text materials are being with-
drawn.

(2) Not applicable.
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15.

TRAFFIC
Used Cars: Investigation

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for

Trafiic:

(1) In view of the ever increasing
number of complaints from people
that serondhand car dealers are
still selling vehicles that are not
roadworthy, has a special secticn
been set up in the newly consti-
tuted Road Traflic Authority to
investigate secondhand car yards?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) If “Yes” how many vehicle
examining officers are employed to
carry out satisfactory examina-
tion of all yards?

Mr O’CONNOR replled:

(1) There are five vehicle examiners
employed in checking on used car
dealers and used car yards in the
metropolitan area.

(2 and (3) Answered by (1).

PRE-PRIMARY CENTRES
Canning Electorate

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Educatlion:

(1) Is it his intention to open pre-
primary schools In the State elec-
torate of Canning in the 1976
school year?

(2) If “Yes" in what areas and to
which primary schoels will they
he attached?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) Yes.

{(2) At proposed new primary schools
for 1976—

(a) South Thornlie Primary,
Ovens Road, Thornlie.

(b) Brookman Primary, PBrook-
man Avenue, Langford.

(¢) South Willetton Primary,
Pinetree Gully Road, Willet-
ton.

KINLOCK SCHOOL
Additional Accommodation
Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:

(1> Is he aware of the tremendous
home building rate in the Fern-

dale area?
(2) If “Yes” is he also aware that
more accommodation will be

needed to provide for the 1976
intake of students at the Kinlock
Primary School?

16.

17,
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(3) If answer to (1) and (2} is “Yes"”
will he also state what he pro-
poses to do about it?

Will the accommodation be pro-
vided for the 1976 school year?

To assist to alleviate the over-
crowding at the Kintock Primary
Sciwool, will he furiher advise
when the Ferndale school in Wis-
teria Avenue, Ferndale, will be
opened?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(I> A house count conducted on the
35th July, 1975, revealed that
there were 77 houses under con-
struction and 16 completed, but
unoccupied, houses in the intake
area for the Kinlock Primary
School.

Yes.

Dernountable classrooms will be
provided as required.

Yes.

It is not possible at this time to
indicate definitely when the new
Ferndale Primary School will be
opened. The opening of the
school will be dependent on the
future availability of loan funds
and competing needs for educa-
tional facilities in other areas of
the State.

(4)

(5)

2)
3

(4}
(5)

KINDERGARTEN
Bullcreek

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) Can he advise when a kindergar-
ten will be opened or provided for
the Bullcreek area?

Can he further advise the exact
location in which it will be built?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) and (2> At the present time it is
not possible to indicate when a
second primary school, and
therefore o new pre-primary
centre will be established in Bull-
creek. This will be dependent
upon population growth in the
area and on Staie-wide priorities
for new schools.

2)

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR
CONVENTIONS
Correspondence with
Commonwealth

Mr HARMAN, to the Minisier for

Labour and Industry:

(1) Has the Western Australian Gov-
ernment previcusly corresponded
with the Australian Government
concerning ILO conventions 87
and 98?
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(2) What was the purport of such
correspondence?

(3) What was the decision of the
then Western Austraiian Gov-
ernment?

(¢) Will he table the correspondence
or copies thereof?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) Yes. The Department of Labour
and Industry has corresponded
with the Australian Department
of Labor and Immigration on
many occasions during the years
the Government considered the
conventions,

The correspondence all centre
around the problems involved in
ratification of the conventions.
Both conventions were ratifled
by Australia at Geneva in 1973.

Answered by (2).

I wiil make the files available in
my office for the Member's peru-
sal,

(2}

3)
(4

TOWN PLANNING
Wanneroo Road Bypass

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Urhan Development and Town Plan-
ning:
Do current proposals indicate that
Wanneroo road should by-pass
the Wanneroo townsite to the
east or to the west?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

Both the western and eastern by-
pass alternatives are the subject
of further study with the possible
effects on the environment bheing
considered. This study is cur-
rently being undertaken by the
Town Planning Department on
behalf of the  Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Alcoa Refinery: Mud Lake Area

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for

Industrial Development:

(1) Has deposition of waste materials
from the Alcoa Refinery into the
“mud lake"” adjacent to Rocking-
ham Road, Naval Base, ceased?

(2) If “Yes” what stage has been
reached in consolidation of the
area?
When is it anticipated that the
area will be ready for re-develop-
ment?
Is the land in question Crown
land?

(3)

(4)

20.
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(5 If “No” who is the owner?
(6) What is the area involved?

My MENSAROS replied:

{1) Essentially ves, but some further
filling of area C to fill small de-
pressions will take place.

The area of about 120 hectares is
divided into three sections: A,
B and C, representing the order
in which they were filled, The
successive stages of reclamation
which can proceed simultaneously
are—

(i) Removal of caustic liquor or
deliquoring.

(ii) Levelling and resoiling.
(iii} Revegetation.

Area A will be completely de-
liquored by mid-1977; the area
has been levelled and resolled
and vegetation has hbeen estab-
lished. Area B will lag about a
year behind A, and area C about
two years behind A. On present
indications, the whole area should
be revegetated and reasonably
consolidated by 1979 or 1980.

Western Australia probably leads
the worid in reclamation of red
mud disposal areas. Consolidation
depends on removal of liquor,
while revegetation is also assisted
by irrigation and a low water
table. The time required to render
the land suitable for redevelop-
ment depends on the nature of
the redevelopment contemplated.

The land is owned by the Indus-
trial Land Development Author-
ity, and has been made available
to Alcoa pursuant to the Alumina
Refinery Agreement Act, 1961-74.

Not applicable,

Areas A, B and C total 119.7677
hectares.

(&)

3)

4

(6
(5)

TECHNICAL EDUCATION
FACILITIES

Priorities

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:

With respect to construction of
xz_ew technical education facili-
ies—

{a) are the proposed centres of
Geraldton, Kalgoorlie and
Kwinana still considered to
be the most urgent in terms
of need;

(b) if so, are priorities still as
listed above or have they
changed?
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Mr GRAYDEN replied:

21.

Mr

(a) The schools lisied are still
regarded as urgent needs.

It is not possible to indicate
the extent to which priorities
will remain unchanged until
details are available of the
finance to be provided by the
State and the Commission on
Technical and Further Edu-
cation.

(b)

TOWN PLANNING
Bedfordale Rural Zone

TAYLOR, to the Minister for

Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:

Will he table objections received
with respect to the proposed Bed-
fordale specjal rural zone and
also his replies fo those objec-
tions?

RUSHTON replied:

No. The objections to the Arma-
dale-Kelmscott Council’s town
planning scheme amendment re-
lating {o Bedfordale are ad-
dressed to the council and I do
not reply to the objections.

22,

SCHOOLS

Swan and Mundaring Electorates:

Enrolmenis

Mr MOILER, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:

What were the enralment figures
for all grades at the following
primary schools as at 1st March,
1975, and what is their present
enrolment—

Guildford,
Herne Hill,
Middle Swan,
Midland,
West Midland,
Upper Swan,
Midvale,

West Swan,
Bellevue,
Koongamia,
Greenmount,
Helena Valley,
Swan View,
Darlington,
Glen Forrest,
Parkerville,
Mundaring,
Mount Helena,
Sawyers Valley,
Chidlow, and
Wooroleo?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

Enrolment, per Year
2 4 5

School Date 1 3 3 6 7 Special Total
Guildford Mar, 19753 62 51 M6 it 37 59 49 368
Aug. 1973 63 55 56 51 42 61 53 381
Heme Hill ... Mar. 1975 20 15 17 8 19 18 13 112
Aug, 1973 17 21 1¢ 11 20 22 17 12
Middle Swan Mar. 1975 62 67 59 56 62 G5 65 436
Aug. 1975 63 60 Al 61 57 65 63 435
Midland Mar, 1970 34 28 34 32 43 35 40 251
Aug. 1975 32 27 33 30 48 38 38 248
West Midland Mar. 1975 9 11 12 32
Aug. 1975 9 12 11 32
Upper Swan Mar. 1975 17 11 19 16 17 15 20 115
Aug. 1975 20 9 18 15 16 14 18 1
Midvale Mar. 1975 44 43 37 41 37 4 46 24 118
Aug. 1975 49 44 40 50 a6 34 44 27 326
West Swan ... Mar. 1975 4 9 5 5 5 ] 9 43
Avg. 1975 5 & 4 5 3 5 9 36
Bellovue Mar. 1975 8 15 9 13 11 12 13 79
Aug. 1975 6 15 4 11 9 14 11 0
Koongemia ... Mar. 1975 55 a6 a9 54 33 a6 39 anz
Aug. 1975 57 a7 36 57 a3 59 37 318
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Enrolment per Year
2

School Date 1 3 4 5 6 7 Special Total
Greenmount Mar. 1075 26 27 31 29 33 47 37 230
Aung. 1975 26 28 32 29 32 48 39 234
Helena Valley Mar. 1975 10 12 14 9 17 17 12 91
Aug. 1975 8 10 13 10 16 19 11 87
Swan View ... Mar. 1975 56 65 49 45 39 49 42 343
Auvg. 1975 59 kil 52 52 41 49 45 369
Darlington ... Mar. 1975 45 44 63 44 6l 60 60 377
Aug. 1975 47 46 63 44 63 39 a0 382
Clen Forrest,... Mar. 1975 28 3¢ 28 32 22 23 25 192
Aug. 1975 20 31 27 31 21 23 26 188
Parkerville ... Mar, 1975 8 0 7 12 9 16 10 71
Aug. 1975 6 il 10 11 11 15 13 77
Mundaring ... Mar. 1975 42 22 31 29 37 41 44 246
Aug. 19756 40 24 27 29 37 38 37 232
Mount Helena Mar. 1975 47 53 35 46 32 40 43 301
Aug. 1976 47 &2 38 51 31 47 54 320
Sawyers Valley Mar. 1075 4 7 5 3 7 3 6 35
Aug. 1975 4 6 3 3 7 2 6 31
Chidlow Mar. 1975 13 8 13 11 10 12 8 75
Aug. 1975 14 10 12 13 10 15 8 82
Wooroloo Mar. 1975 16 9 9 11 9 12 15 81
Aug. 1975 16 9 9 12 10 14 17 87
23. GOVERNOR STIRLING 24, FATAL TRAFFIC
HIGH SCHOOCL ACCIDENTS
Enrolments Cost of Eramination

Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre- I ANOILER, to the Minister for

senting the Minister for Education: c:

(1) What was the Minister’s depart- What was the total cost incur-
ment’s anticipated enrolment fig- red by the Motor Vehicles Re-
ure for Governor Stirling Senior search Branch for the examina-
High School for the year— g;mt of g?i a.sgect of the pfrincii]ple

at vehicles driven in unfamiliar
1972 when calculated during surroundings contribute to fatali-
’ te ties and fatal accidents, carried
1973 t.vhen calculated during out by D. J. Hartley and submit-
91972- Joul ) ted 20th March, 19757
1 '{;Ta\gvhen calculated during Mr O'CONNOR replied:
1975 when calculated during The total cost of the report re-
197497 ferred to was $610.
{2) What were the actual enrolment 25, MEDIBANK SCHEME

flgures as at the 1st March for
Governor Stirling Senior High
School for the years 1972-1875 in-
clusive?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) and (2)—

Year Predicted March  Actual March enrol-
prediction enrolment for the ment for the
mad following year following year
1498 1549
1528 1 585
1 830 1 542
1 660 1821

Counter Proposals by State

Mr MOILER, to the Premler:

(1) Will he table a8 copy of this
State’s counter proposals to Medi-
bank, submitted to the Prime
Minister earlier this year and
which the Premier inferred he
would make public after the said
counter proposals had heen con-
sidered by the Australian Minis-
ter for Social Security?

(2) If not, why not?
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CHARLES COURT replied:

Yes. I now table letter to the then
Acting Prime Minister, Dr Cairns,
of 31st Decemher, 1974, which
contains the counter proposals
referred to in debate.

Answered by (1).

I should add that my colleague,
the Minister for Health has asked
me to ascertain whether this is
actually the information sought,
because he felt there might be
another matter the honourable
member had in mind arising from
a letter he received from the Aci-
ing Premier in my absence, deal-
ing with the subject.

The paper was tabled (see paper No.
275).

Mr

VERMIN AND NOXIOQUS
WEEDS CONTROL

Employees and Costs
MOILER, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

Mr
(1)

2

3

4)

In reference to the amalgamation
of the vermin and noxious weed
control sections within the Agri-
culture Protection Board—

(1> How many people were em-
ployed within the vermin con-
trol section as at 1st March,
19757

How many people were em-
ployed with the noxious
weeds control section as at
1st March, 19752

What were the operating
costs of hoth sections for the
vear 1974-75?

What is the estimated operat-
ing cost for 1975-76?

Would he provide a break-
down of how the costz are
accredited to the farmer, local

(2}

(3}

4)

(5)

authority, State Govern-
ment or department?
OLD replied:
161.
89.
Gross
Expenditure,
Vermin control .. 2391127
Noxious weed control .. 1661 497
Skeleton weed eradieca-
tion ... . 240 371
Gross
Estimated
Expendg;ure.
Vermrin control . 2675 789
Noxious wegd control 1 899 151

Skeleton weed eradica-

tion 266 600

(5) 1974-75—
Vermin control:
Landholder . 100 961
Local authority . 283 596
Government ... 2006 570
Noxious weed control:
Landholder 160 000
Loecal auihority 80 8858
Government . 1420 609
Skeleton weed eradi-
cation:
Landholder ... ... *285300
*Balance $44 929 held
in trust.
1975-76 estimates:
Vermin control—
Landholder 88 350
Local authority .. 1860 890
Government v 2426 549
Noxicus weed control:
Landholder . 371 760
Local authority . 72 067
Government ... 14585324
Skeleton weed eradi-
tion:
Landholder *266 820
*Estimated surplus
$220.

27.

Additional on-farm expenditure on
vermin and noxious weed control
is incurred by farmers by virtue
of payment of local authority
rates and through work carried
out by their own labour or by
contract. Some local authorities
alsop undertake work on land for
which they are responsible either
by staff employed by the authori-
ties or by contract.

ROADS

Local Authorities: Expenditure

Mr

MOILER, to the Minister for

Transport:

n

2)

Would he provide in seme suitable
form the comparative expendi-
tures of all metropolitan local
authorities on road works for the
year ended 30th June, 1974, as
disclosed by statements form 6F
submitted to the Main Roads De-
partment and itemising—

{a) expenditure from local auth-
orities’ own resources;

Main Roads Department re-
coups;

(¢) programmed roads;

{d) other roads?

In respect of the “local authori-
ties’ own resources” expenditure
referred to in (a) wouid he please
further analyse this to show
amounts expended from—

{a) municipal funds,

(b) loan and reserve funds?

(b)
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) and (2) I hereby table a state-
ment setting out the required
information.

The paper was tabled (see paper NO.
276).

ROADS
Funds. Erpenditure

Mr MOILER, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Would he advise the total amount
of road funds which were at the
disposal of the State in 1974-75
and what amounts weire—

(a) spent by the Main Roads De-
partment; and

(b) allocated to local authorities
for expenditure by them?

Would he provide similar infor-
mation as to the amounts esti-
mated for 1975-76 indicating how
much is, or has been provided by
the Australian Government?

2)

Mr O’'CONNOR replied:

(1) Total road funds for 1974-75—
$82 487 433.
(a) $60 204 511
(b) $22 282 922

Estimated total road funds for
1975-76, excluding an expected
supplementary grant from the
Commonwealth the amount of
which is net yet known:

2

$81 412 000 (Commonwealth
$50 000 000)

(a) $60Q 994 000 (Commonwealth
$36 977 000)

(b) $20418000 (Commonwealth

$13 023 000)

MILK
Production and Prices

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) In the year 1974-75, what was the
number of dairy farmers proauc-
ing—

(a) market milk;
(b} manufacturing milk?

What is the number of dairymen
producing each of the two cate-
gories referred to in (1) above?

What was the total amount of
market milk production in 1974-
5?

What was the total amcunt of
milk produced by non-market
milk producers in 1974-75°%

What was the total amount of
milk produced by market milk
producers in 1974-757

@

(3}

)

%
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{6} What was the price of—
(a) market milk;
(b) manufacturing milk,
in 1955, 1965, 1974, 1975?

What was the value of dairy
products imported into Western
Australia in 1974 from—

(a) Eastern States sources;

(b) overseas?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) and (2} In 1974-75 there were—
564 dairymen licensed to produce
market milk who also produced
manufacturing milk;
280 dairymen licensed to produce
manufacturing milk; and
165 dairymen licensed to produce
manufacturing cream.

Total 1 009,

Estimated at 25.5 million gallons.
Estimated at 13.9 million gallons.
Estimated at 41.0 million gallons.

Price of market milk (including
allowance for market cream) at
the farm, south of Pinjarra—
30th June—
1955—In cans 31.56 c¢/gallon.
1965—In cans 35.31 c/gallon.
1974—In cans 50.67 c/gallon.
1975—In cans 55.28 c/gallon.
1st August—
1975—In cans 58.67 c/gallon.
Prices of manufacturing milk at
farm, including bounty—
30th June—
1955—In cans 45.75 ¢/1b fat,
1965—In cans 45.00 c/lb fat.
1974—In cans 45.05 ¢/1b fat.
1st August—
1974—In cans 4935 c¢/lb fat
(Interim price).
30th June—
1975—In cans 55.65 c¢/Ib fat.
1st August—
1975—1In cans 47.35 ¢/1b fat
{Interim price).
Milk from farmers’ own refriger-
ated bulk vats receives a premium
not included in the price for can
milk,
Value of imports into Western
Australia in 1973-74—
(a) from Eastern States—
$11 599 000.

(b) from overseas—3$427 000.

MIDLAND JUNCTION
ABATTOIR BOARD
Livestock Purchases
Mr GREWAR, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Has the Midland Junction Abat-
toir Board the power to purchase
sheep and cattle in other States?

V)]

L&)
(4)
(GY
(6)

&)
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2)

Has the board at any time in the

past two years purchased live-
stock from outside Western Aus-

tralia?

(3) If (2) {s “Yes”

4)

+

what livestock
were purchased and when?

Can he intervene in the board's

decislon to trade over the horder?

(5}

Would he exercise this right when

Western Australia had an over-

supply situation?

Mr OLD replied:

1

the board.
(2) Yes.

@

Yes, under the trading powers of

410 export type cattle were pur-

chased from South Australia in

October 1973 to

throughput.

(4) Yes.

maintain

The board's trading pow-

ers are subject to the Minister,
and the hoard could be specific-
ally requested not to purchase

livestock from interstate.
(5)

Yes, provided throughput at the

time was not a limiting factor,

PROSTITUTION
Convictions

Dr DADOUR, to the Minister for

Police:

(1) How many convictions against
prostitutes have been recerded—

(a) during 1974;

(b from 1st January to 30th

June, 1975?
(2)

How many convictions for living

off proceeds of prostitution have

been recorded—
(a) during 1974;

(h) from 1st January to 30th

June, 1975°?
(3)

How many “madams' were con-

victed during 1974 and 1975%

4)

What was the average amount of

fines recarded against prostitutes

during 1974-75?
(5)
cuted?
Mr O’CONNOR replied:
(1)

Metro. area Kalgoorlie Elsewhere

I 1 43
& 3 % i
(2) —
{a) 10
(b} 1
(3) 33 (invelving 37 charges).

9 (involving 27 charges),

E Total

(4) 862,

Why are not the clicutele prose-

Totat

103
59

32.

33.
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Mr
(1}

@

sir
(1)

There is no provision in law for
such action.

ORD RIVER DISTRICT
CO-OPERATIVE

Government Takeover

MAY, to the Premier;

Will he indicate the total finan-
cial commitment which will be
the responsibility of the State
Government following the take-
over of the Ord River District
Co-operative?

What are the terms and condi-
tions of the announced takeover?

CHARLES COURT replied:

and (2) The State Government
has not taken over the Ord River
District Co-operative, However,
it has entered into an arrange-
ment which will allow the co-
operative to continue to function
following the cessation of cotton
processing and marketing.

Under the arrangement, the Gov-
ernment will—

(a) take over and maintaln the
No. 2 cotton gin and certain
assoclated assets.

cancel the amount of $336 Y20
owing to the State under the
terms of the debentures on
the No. 2 cotton gin.

cancel the amount of
$310 486 owing to the State
by way of deferred rental
payments in respect of the
No. 1 cotton gin.

assume  responsibility for
payment of $182636 owing
to farmers under the co-op-
erative's revolving cotton toll
scheme, with payment due by
varying annual amounts over
the four years 1977 to 1980.
The Government’'s commitment
to meet the cotton tolls is sub-
ject to the condition that the co-
operative continues to function.
Should the co-operative cease to
operate at any time during the
remaining life of the toll scheme,
then the State’s obligation in re-
spect of the tolls would also cease.
In addition, the Government re-
serves the right to review its
commitment should there be any
major imorovement in the ecash
position of the co-operative.

(b)

(c)

@

TRAFFIC
Manning Road! Pedesstrign
Overway
Mr MAY, to the Minister Ifor
Transport:

(1

Is he aware that studenis living
in the Wilson area and recuired
to attend the Bentley Senior
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(3}

4)

[Tuesday, 12 August, 1975)

High School are subject to a
dangerous hazard when endea-
vouring to cross Manning Road?

Is he further aware that an over-
pass is provided in Rossmoyne to
facilitate students crossing Leach
Highway?

Will he advise whether considera-
tion has been given to the provi-
sion of an overpass over Manning
Road and what is the decision
of the departmeni?

If not, will he institute vrgent
investigation with a view to pro-
viding this necessary facility?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1)
(2)
B

(4}

No.
Yes.

The provision of pedestrian faci-
lities on roads under the control
of loecal authorities is primarily
their responsibility. No approach
for financial assistance has been
made by the Canning Town Coun-
¢il with regard to an overpass on
Manning Road.

I suggest the Member should take
the matter up with the local auth-
ority.

WYNDHAM PORT
Costs of Expansion

MAY, to the Premier:

What are the anticipated detailed
ecoste of the proposed expansion
of the port at Wyndham as an-
nounced by him in Kununurra on
Saturday, 12th July, 197572

8ir CHARLES COURT replied:

The preliminary estimate for the
94 metre southwerd extension
and mooring dolphin is $925 000.
The design of the bulk loading
equipment is currently being re-
examined by a econsulting engi-
neer.

Indicative estimate of cost of bulk
loading equipment is $1.2 million
to $1.6 million, exclusive of any
strengthening of the existing
structure.

IRON ORE PROJECT
Marandoo: Discussions

Mr MAY, to the Premier:

1)

2)

During the term of the present
Government and having regard to
his recent visits to Japan, has he
had any specific discussions with
the Japanese steel mills concern-
ing the proposed iron nre project
at Marandoo?

If so, will he indicate the Japan-
ese companies involved?

37.
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00
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CHARLES COURT replied:

and (2) The State has a continu-
ing discussion with the Japan-
ese steel mills on those matters
which affect existing and proposed
iron ore projects, including Mar-
andoo,

On the recent visit to Japan a
meeting was held with represen-
tatives on executive level of all
the integrated Japanese steel
mills under the co-ordination and
chairmanship of Nippon Steel.

These discussions were independ-
ent of comprehensive discussions
with Government Ministers and
the major trading houses.

TOWN PLANNING
Bedfordale Rural Zone

TAYLOR, to the Minister for

Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:

(o)

(2)

)]

On what date did he receive my
letter of 16th July, 1975 concern-
ing the Bedfordale special rural
zone?

On what date did he grant final
approval to amendment No. 25 to
town planning scheme No. 1 of
t.hett?Shlre of Armadale-Kelm-
sco

On what date did he authorise
the insertion of a natice of the
above by publication in the Gov-
ernment Gazetle of 25th July?

Mr RUSIHITOR replied:

(¢}
&)
(3>

The 22nd July, 1975.
The Sth July, 1975,

The publication of a notice in the
Government Guazette of my final
approval {0 a town Dplanning
scheme agmendment is an admin-
istrative procedure under the town
planning regulations and stems
from my granting final approval.

PUBLIC SERVICE
ARBITRATION ACT

Amendment

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:

(1)

2)

Has his attention been drawn to
the editorial in the July issue of
the Civil Service Journal in
which it is claimed that amend-
ments to the Public Service Arbi-
tration Act are imperative in
order to provide for the settle-
ment of disputes during the cur-
rency of an agreemeit?

As a case has been made out also
for other amendments to make
gvailable particularly Qismissal
and disciplinary appeal rights to
all Government officers. will he
give consideration io the early
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introduction of legisiation for the
purpose of enacting desirable
amendments to the Public Ser-
vice Arbitration Act?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

38.

(1) Yes.

2)

The Government has the
question of amendments to the
Public Service Arbitration Act
concerning the Arbitrator’s power
to amend agreements, under con-
sideration following recent dis-
cussions between the Public Ser-
vice Board, the Public Service
Arbitrator and the Civil Service
Association.

The question of legislative amend-
ments relative to dismissal and
disciplinary appeal rights to alil
Government officers has been
raised previously on a number of
occasions. Following further
recent representations, these mat-
ters are again under consideration.

MEMBERS OF
PARLIAMENT
Metropolitan Seals: Avperage
Cost

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Treasurer:

39.

Taking into consideration salary,
electorate allowance, expenses in
connection with the running of
an electorate office and other in-
cidental expenses, what is the
average annual cost to the State
for a metropolitan member of the
Legislative Assembly and Legisla-
tive Council respectively?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

Taking into account salaries and
allowances of members as lzaid
down in the new determination of
the Salaries and Allowances Tri-
bunal and current average costs of
maintaining electorate offices, the
average full year costs for metro-
politan members of the Legislative
Assembly and the Legislative
Council are approximately $29 000
and $30 000, respectively.

For the purpose of this caleula-
tion, metropolitan members have
been taken as those representing
provinces and districts in group
D in the tribunal’s determination.

WATER SUPPLIES
Leeman and Greenhead

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) As at a land sale held at Coorow

six years ago to sell blocks at
Leeman and Greenhead the
auctioneer promised that water
would be provided to the blocks
within two years, can he advise
why this promise was not kept?

40.

2)

When will water be provided to
these two seaside resorts?

Mr O’'NEIL replied:

1

2)

Mr

Any such promise, if given, could
not have been authorised by the
Public Works Department, as ex-
ploratory drilling to prove a source
did nut commence until 1572,

The first stage of the Leeman
water supply from a temporary
source is to provide only a limited
service to mining company houses.
The date for completion is being
negotiated between the company,
which is making a finanecial con-
tribution, and the State, but will
not be later than June, 1976,

The extension of the full scheme
to serve other than company
houses at Leeman, together with
Greenhead, will proceed as soon as
finance is available {0 commis-
sion the permanent bore source. It
is not anticipated that funds for
this purpose will be available in
the 1975-76 loan programme.

BIRD KEEPERS
Regulations
BATEMAN, 1o the Minister for

Agriculture:

(o)

(2)

3

(1)

(5)

(6)

Is he aware of the charges levied
against bird keepers by the Agri-
culture Protection DBRoard’s new
regulations published in the Goo-
eg?;rzent Gazette on 27th June,
18757

If “Yes” what is his polley in
regard to keeping birds classified
as vermin provided cne pays to
keep them?

Is he aware these birds cannot
survive in bush life?

If “Yes” then why are they classi-
fied as vermin?

As Parliament has not debated
these regulations will he move to
disallaw them until the whole
matter can be debated?

If not, why not?

Mr OLD replied:

1
2)

P

Yes.

80 that birds considered to be
risk species will not have to be
destroyed existing owners have
been given the optlon of retaining
these birds subject to appropriate
safeguards being taken.

The permit fees charged will as-
sist in meeting the costs of ensur-
ing that the provisions of the
regulations are met.

No. There are at least nine specles
of non-indigenous birds already
established around the Perth
metropolitan area,
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Not applicable.
No.

The regulations are based on the
premise that in order to protect
both the wild life and primary pro-
duction of Western Australia, only
those species known to be harmless
should be kept or admitted into
the State.

Although aviculturists have been
given the opportunity to document
evidence to have any species re-
classified only one application has
so far been received by the Agri-
culture Protection Board.

The principles embodied in the
regulations have not only been
approved by the present Cabinet
but were also approved by the
Cabitnet of the previous Govern-
ment.

STATE FINANCE
Interest on Invesiments

HARMAN, to the Treasurer:

What amount of money was re-
ceived by the Treasury during the
financial year 1974-75 by way of
interest upon investments in the
money market of public moneys?

How was this amount disbursed
in 1974-75?

What disbursements have been
made since 1st July, 19757

CHARLES COURT replied:

$9 021 285.45¢.

$2 541 537.83¢c, being interest
earned on their balances with
Treasury throughout the year,
was disbursed to trust funds and
authorities. The balance, amount-
ing to $6 479 757.62¢, was held in
departmental receipts in suspense
at 30th June, 1975.

Nil. In line with established prac-
tice, consideration will be given
to the employment of balances
held in the account when the
Budget is framed.

MENTAL HEALTH
Tresillian Hostel: Purchase
Price

DAVIES, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

1)

2

Mr
1)

Is it a fact, as reported, the ori-
ginal asking price for Tresillian
hostel was $250000 or there-
abouts?

If s0, what was the reason for
the reduction in price to $125 000?
RIDGE replied:

and (2} The figure of $250 000
mentioned in early discussions
with the Nedlands City Couneil

43,

was an assessment of the depre-
ciated replacement cost of alier-
native accommodation and bore
no relationship to the valuation
of the land and buildings.
Understandably, this basis of
assessment was unacceptable to
the council which rightly con-
sidered that a price based on cur-
rent valuation of land and build-
ings was a more appropriate
method of assessment in view of
the council's intention to use the
property for community purpeses.
Agreement was reached on a fig-
ure of $125 000 which conformed
closely to the latter approach.

MENTAL HEALTH
HKareeba Nursing Home.
Purchase Price

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

(1} Has the Government purchased,
or does it intend to purchase the
Kareeba nursing home in Bel-
mont?

(2) If so, when is it intended the
Government will take cover the
home?

(3) What was the total purchase
price?

(4) What components make up the
price, i.e. building, egquipment,
goodwill, purchase of lease, ete.?

(5) How was the purchase financed?

(6) Was any assistance given by the
Government in relocating those
patients at present in Kareeha?

(7Y How many profoundly retarded
patients will be accommodated at
Kareeba?

(8) Will structural alterations be
necessary?

(9> If so, what is the cost and nature
of such alterations?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) The Government is in the process
of negotiating the purchase of
Kareeba nursing home. There has
been an offer and an acceptance
by all parties.

(2) Vacant possession is required
within three months from pay-
ment of the deposit to the pre-
sent occupier.

(3) The total purchase price is
$2%0 000 plus normal transfer

fees.
$
(4) (a) Buildings .. ... 225000
(b) Equipment . 40000
(¢) Goodwill and Lease 26 008
Total . ... 280000
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The Commonwealth Government
provided 75% of the capital cost
of the project.

The State Government provided
25% of the eapital cost.

The question of assistance in the
relocation of (e patients at
Kareeba has not as yet arisen,
The Physician Superintendent of
the Mental Deficiency Division of
Mental Health Services advises
that 32 profoundly retarded per-
sons will be accommodated in
Kareeba hostel.

No structural alterations will be
necessary to the present build-
ings. It is proposed to undertake
minor modifications only.

It is estimated that $8 000 will be
required to replace two showers
with two baths in the toilet areas.
No other work is planned at this
stage.

MENTAL HEALTH

Retarded Children; Accommodation

Mr

DAVIES, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

1

2)

(3)

4

1)

2)

How many profoundly retarded
children—up to and including
teenagers—are currently accom-
modated by the State?

Where are these accommodated
and what are the numbers at cach
place?

How many profoundly retarded
children in the above category are
known to be in the State?

What unsatisfied requests for ac-
commodation for these children
do Mental Health Services have?

RIDGE replied:

At the 30th June, 1975, the State
provided accommodation for 66
profoundly retarded, physically
handicapped persons under the
age of eighteen years. In addition
16 such persons were accom-
modated at the State subsidised
Nulsen Haven Home.

(a) The persons referred to in (1)
above were accommodated as
follows—

Dorset Hostel, Armadale—11;
scarbo{g Hostel, Scarborough
Tresillian Hostel, Nedlands—

.
.

Princess Margaret Hospital,
Subiaco—31;

Nulsen Haven, Belmont—186.
Total—82.

Lrorset Hostel, Armadale

(b) The total number of pro-
foundly retarded physically
handicapped persons accom-
modated as at 30th June,
1975, and 31st July, 1975, is
as follows—

$0th June 3lat July
20 29

Searboro Hoa(el Searborough 16 16
Tresillian, Nedlends . 21 20
Princesa Margoret Hoﬂpilnl Sublaca 31 31

a7 L
Xulsen Haven, Belmont .. 40 40

45.
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2

137

156

There are 136 profoundly retarded
persons under the age of eighteen
yvears registered with the Mental
Deficiency Division of Mental
Health Services.

There are 15 profoundly retarded,
physically handicapped persons
under the age of eighteen years on
the urgent waiting list at Mental
Health Services, There are ap-
proximately 39 less urgent cases,
or & total of approximately 54
children, for whom accommoda-
tion has still to be found,

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS
AND PROVINCES

Enrolments and Quotas

Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Justice:

(1) What are the latest enrolment

figures for each Assembly District
and each Council Province?

As the Act now stands what
would be the quotas if a redistri-
bution were ordered at the pres-
ent time?

Mr O’'NEIL replied:
(1) (a) Assembly Districts:
Metropolitan Area:
Ascot 15 589
Balga 16 853
Canning ... 26 965
Clontarf ... 17757
Cockhurn 18 884
Cottesloe . 16 047
East Melville 18 031
Floreat 17451
Fremantle 17038
Karrinyup 23 454
Maylands .. 16 887
Melville 16 566
Motrley . 20730
Mount Hawthorn 16 350
Mount Lawley ... 16 748
Nedlands .. 15 765
Perth . 14972
Scarhorough 16 962
South Perth 15 384
Subiaco 15 144
Swan . 17 493
Victoria Park 18 681
Welshpool 17 481
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Agricultural,
Pastoral Area

Albany
Avon

Boulder-ljtndas '

Bunbury
Collie

Dale ..
Geraldton
QGreenough
Kalamunda

Kalgoorlie
Katanning

Merredm-Yilgarn'

Moore

Mount Marshall '

Mundaring
Murray
Narrogin
Rockingham
Roe

Stirling
Toodyvay .
Vasse
Warren
Wellington

Mining

and

8168
7753
8173
8578
T 963
12 807
8500
7561
11 305
7215
7807
7367
7503
6938
9758
9336
7894
10 335
8361
8198
23 152
8 883
7482
8 669

North-West-Murchison-Eyre

Area:

Gascoyne
Kimberley
Murchison-Eyre
Pilbara

Total .

Council Provinces:
Metrapolitan Atea:
Metropolitan
North Metro-
politan
North-East
Metropolitan
South Metro-
politan
South-East
Metropolitan

Agricuttural,
Pastoral Area:

Central .
Lower Central
Lower West
South
South-East
South-West
Upper West
West

Mining

3874
4405
2 260
11 885

647 393

79379
90 467
70 699
T0519

94 168
and

22 685
23 252
32478
24 727
22 745
26 130
23 564
44 256

North-West-Murchison-Eyre

Area:

Lower North
North

Total .

Metropolitan Area
Agricultural,

Area ..

Min-
ing and Pastoral

6134
16 290

647 393
17618

9155
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ORD IRRIGATION
SCHEME

Costs
JAMIESON, to the Minister for

Works:

1)

@

€))

4)

(5)

From the inception what has been
the total cost of the Ord River
scheme?

What are the total costs com-
posed of by way of detailed cost
of each phase?

Has finality now been reached
in the payment of the principal
contractor of the main dam
(Dravo's) ?

What was the flnal cost of the
dam as against the tender price?

Of all the costs involved how
much was funded by the State
Government and how much was
funded by the Commcnwealth
Government?

Mr O’NEIL replicd:

(S

@)

3)
(4)

(5}

Since construction of engineering
works was initiated in 1959 the
total cost of the Ord River
Scheme up to 30th June, 1975, is
$40 698 000. This amount excludes

townsite infrastructure costs at

Kununurra.

(a) Phase 1— $
Kununurra Diver-

sion dam 8 549 000
Irrigation and drain-

age works T 871 000

Total .... 16420000

(b) Phase 2— $
Ord River dam .. 21 858 000
Irrigation and drain-

age works 2 420 000
Total ... 24 278 000

No,

{a) Payments up to June 30th,
1975, to Drave Pty. Ltd. for
work carried out on con-
strietion of the Ord River
dam amount to $15 352 000,

(b) The original tender price
by Drave Pty. Ltd. was
$12 869 000.

(a) State Government $4 739 000.

(b) Commonwealth

Government—
Grants . $33 539 000
Loan $2 420 000
Total .. $35 9059 000
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ALBANY PORT
Report by Captain Harlley

Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Works:

When is it expected that the re-
port by Captain Hartley on the
future possibilities of Albany as
‘a regional port will be available?

Mr O’NEIL replied:
It is expected to be presented to
the Government during the week
commencing 25th August.

WATER SUPPLIES
Pilbara

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) What is the daily quantity of
water supply which the PWD was
charged to ascertain availability,
in regard to development in the
Port Hedland area, and in regard
to the West Pilbara industrial
complex, on a continuing basis?

In the light of eurreni knowledge
of Pilbara water resources, what
average daily quantity of water
could reasonably be supplied to
each area in (1) above on & con-
tinuing basis?

What is the likely maximum aver-
age daily quantity of water that
the proposed integrated Mill-
stream-Gregory's Gorge Dam
system could supply on a con-
tinuing bhasis?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

(1) The quantity of water was related
to the proposed development in
each area.

(2>

3>

() Port Hedland—up to 100
million kilolitres per year.
(b} West Pilbara—up to 190

million kilolitres per vear.

The investigation of the surface
and underground water resources
of the Pilbara will continue for
some years, but in the light of
current knowledge a water supply
strategy to meet the demands set
out in (1) has been developed,
though the known water re-
sources of the area would be ex-
tended to meet the demands.

Pinal investigations for a dam
configuration on the Fortescue
River are not vet complete. It is
estimated that the yield from a
dam and the Millstream aguifer
used in conjunction would be be-
tween 40 and 60 milllon kilolitres
per year depending upon dam
location and height and the water
management technique adopted.

2)

L&)

49,
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MINING
Temporary Reserve 5850

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

for Mines:

(1) In regard to temporary reserve
5850, whiat iy ils area, which com-
pany has been granted occu-
pancy rights and what are the
minerals of interest?

On what dates—

(a) was temporary reserve 5850
established;

were occupancy rights ap-
proved?

Is the Mines Department pub-
lic plan 441A/40 endorsed
with the bhoundary of the
Hardy Inlet ecological study
area;

if so, does temporary reserve
5850 overlap this marked area
on the plan?

Pursuant to section 57 of the
Environmental Protection
Act was the Environmental
Protection Authority advised
of any details concerning
temporary reserve 5850;

if so, on what date?
Has the EPA requested par-

ticulars of temporary reserve
5850;

(b) if so, on what date?
r MENSARQOS replied:

(1) 18.2 square kilometres; Dampier
Mining Company Limited; coal.

@

)

(3) (a)

(b}

(4) (a)

)

(5) (a)

(2) (a) 5th September, 1973.

(b) 6th November, 1973, to date
from the %th November, 1973,

(3) (a) No, but there is a reference
on the plan to the ecological
study area without bound-
aries,

(b) Temporary reserve 5850H is
in the general area.

{4) (a) Details were advised to the
Department of Conservation
and Environment,

(b} 1st March, 1974,

(5) {(a) Yes.

(b) 1st March, 1974.

FORTESCUE RIVER
DAMS

Environmental Implications
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Works:
Further to part (3) of question on
notice 1 asked in the Legislative
Council on 22nd Qctober, 1974-—
(1) (a) Has the Ord River Ecol-

ogy Committee been re-
guested to comment on
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the Public Works Depart-
ment’s current investiga-
tion of environmental
implications of alterna-
tive dams on the Fortes-
cue River;

if not, why not?

Since ecological problems
have been recognised in
regard to the Ord River
Dam, particularly in re-
gard to the presence of
a large water mass in the
tropics, and since the
Millstream area of the
Pilbara region s consid-
ered to be an ecological
outlier having tropical
characteristics, does the
current environmental in-
vestigation include con-
sideration of such prob-
lems;

(b) if not, why not?
Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) {(a) No.

(b) During the course of the en-
vironmental investigation the
consultant sought advice and
comments from numerous
parties and made use of rele-
vant data such as ecological
studies carried out on the
Ord River. Among those con-
tacted were member organi-
sations of the Ord River
Ecology Cummittee.

(2} (a) Yes,
(b) Answered by (2)({(a).

(b}
(2) (a)

VEGETABLES
Market Gardening Potential:
Studies

Mr A, R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) Have agricultural studies been
carried out in the Balcatta, Wan-
neroo, Spearwood and Karnup
areas, particularly in regard to
market gardening potential and
urban encroachment?

What studies have been cairied
out in regard to the needs and
economical supply of vegetables to
the Perth metropolitan region?

QLD replied:

Yes.

The impact of urban development
on market gardening areas is kept
under review and is the subject
of liaison on a continuing basis
between the Department of Agri-
culture and Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority.

An assessment of the vegetable
requirements of the future popu-
lation of the Perth metropolitan

2)

Mr
(1

(2

52,

53.

19751 1843

region was made in 1974, De-
tails were published in the pro-
ceedings of a symposium on
“Water requirements for Agricul-
ture, Industry and Urban Supply
for a metropolis of two million
in the South West of Western
Australia.”

HEALTH
Lead Content of Ariicles

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:

(1) What avenues are open to the
Government to monitor the in-
cidence of lead in articles such
as comics, newspapers and toys?

What power does the Government
have to prevent the sale of such
articles?

Have these powers of—

(a) monitoring;

(b) prevention of sale,

been used, and if so, what are the
details?

Is there evidence to show that
some newspapers sold in Western
Australia have an extremely high
level of lead as reported in The
Australian of 30th May, 19752

What is the safe level for lead
content in such articles?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) Sampling and analytical cxami-
nation.
Health Act, toxic and hazardous

substances regulations, food and
drugs regulations.

2)

3

(4}

(5}

2

(3) (a) Yes—Palnts, toys, food, food-
wrappings, plastics, comics,
ete.

(b) Yes—As ahove.

(4) No.

(5) The safe level depends upon the
type of article, method of usage

and purpose.

PARTICLE BOARD PROJECT,
DARDANUP

Environmenial Protection Review

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:
(1) Is the Environmental Protection
Authority satisfled with—
(a) the Wesply {Dardanup)
Agreement generally;
{b) clause 16 of the agreement in
particular?

Will he table the documentary
evidence which authorises him to
indicate that the answer given In
(1) sabove ls authorised by the
EPA?

(2)
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(3) Does the EPA desire to have stan-
dard environmental protection
clauses in agreements where those
agreements have substantial sim-
ilarities?

(4) Hag the EDA gummegted modifica.

tions to the Wesply (Dardenup)
Agreement at any time?

(5) If (4) is “Yes” what suggestions
were made?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

{1) The Environmental Protection

Authority has not examined the
Act itself but as indicated in the
answer to question 32 on 30th
April, 1975, the Environmental
Protection Authority reviewed a
draft agreement. In view of the
considerable number of questions
of detail reised by the Member
on this matter, I have asked the
Environmental Protection Auth-
ority for a composite report on
the existing Act itself,

Answered by (1) and by the above
referenced answer.

(2}

(3} Yes, where appropriate.
(4) No. The department has done
50, on behalf of the Environ-

mental Protection Authority after
discussion by the authority.

(5) Answered by ¢4).

TOWN PLANNING

South-west Corridor: Martin
Report

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:
Will he table the report prepared
for the Metropolitan Region Plan-
ning Authority by T. 5. Martin
on the strategy for future develop-
ment of the south-west corridor?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
Yes, the report is tabled as re-
quested.

The report was tabled (see paper No.
277).

WOOD CHIPPING
INDUSTRY

Economic Study

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minlster
for Industrial Development:
Will he table the economlic study
of the woodehip agreement made
by the Department of Industrial
Development?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

No. I am not prepared to table the
departmental notes called by the
member “report” as it is a docu-
ment prepared for the file for

56.

5%.
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internal use. It was never intend-
ed as a detailed cost benefit
analysis but merely lists the pos-
sible benefits of the wood chip-
ping operatien to the State for

the Dbenefit of departmental
officers and officers of other de-
partments.

MINERAL SANDS
Maps of Claims
Mr A, R, TONKIN, to the Minister for
Mines:
Will he table adequate maps show-
ing the mineral claims pertaining
to individual agreements for sand
mining in the Eneabba area and
their relationship to reserves in
the area?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
Yes.

sze maps were tabled (see paper No.
278).

HEALTH
Amaranth: Restriction on Use

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Is there evidence to show that
Amaranth (or FD and C red num-
ber 2} may cause cancer or foetal
damage?

What is being done in—

{a) Western Australia;

(b) Australia,

to examine the possibilities of
such harmful effects?

Is it true that the substance is
banned in the Soviet Union?

What are the restrictions upon
its use in West Germany?

What are the restrictions recom-
mended by the World Health
Organisation?

Is it a fact that the dye referred
to abhove has no nutritional vslue
and is used purely for cosmetic
purposes?

RIDGE replied:

Yes. One report only which has
not been confirmed.

(a) Nothing.

(h) After further consideration
following the adverse report,
the Natfonal Health and
Medlcal Research Council
recommended nho change in
Australian food regulations.

and (4) Not knowm.

FAQ/WHO has recommended a
temporary allowable daily intake
of 0-0.75 mam/kg body weight.

(6) Yes,

(2)

&)

(4)

(5)

©

Mr
1)

2)

3)
(5}
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STATE FORESTS
Clear Felling

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Forests:

(0}

)

How many hectares have been
clear felled in forested areas under
the department’s control for each
of the past ten years?

What is the estimate for such
clear felling for each of the years
1375, 1976, 1977, 1978, 1979 and
19809

Mr RIDGE replied:

Clear felling refers to a silvicul-
tural system which removes the
timber crop in one cut for regen-
eration purposes.

In Western Australia, the nearest
equivalent silvicultural system
currently adopted is the uniform
(seed tree) method.

(1) The following areas have
heen treated for regeneration
under the uniform system as
defined:

1965-66—25 ha
1966-67—178 ha
19687-68—62 ha
1968-68—805 ha
1969-T70—965 ha
1970-71—78 ha
1971-72—118 ha
1972-73—1 464 ha
1973-74—145 ha
1974-75.—-297 ha

(2} It is estimated that timber
will be removed either by the
uniform system or hy clear
felling or a combination of
both from the following
areas:

1975-76—4 314 ha

1976-77—3 813 ha

1977-78—1 904 ha

1978-79—2 5232 ha

1979-80—2 293 ha

1980-81—Not available as
beyond planning
pertod.

WOODMAN POINT
EXPLOSIVES AREA
Tuart Trees and Fence

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for

Mines:

(1) On what date were the large
tuart irees adjacent to the Wood-
man Point explosives arca bull-
dozed?

(2) On whose recommendsation was
this action committed?

(3) From what sources were appeals

4)

against this action reccived?

What special features made it
necessary to desiroy the trees at
this time when they have stood

60.

(5)

Mr
(¢ )]

(2)

3)

4)
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adjacent to this area since its
establishment?

Has his department any plans to
screen the barbed wire and jron
fence which now runs for many
hundreds of metres along Cock-
burn Road?

MENSAROS replied:

Perimeter clearing within the
Woodman Point explosives re-
serve commenced on the 9th May,
19175,

The Western Australian Fire Bri-
gades Board and the Chief In-
spector of Explosives.

The Department of Conservation
and Environment and the Tree
Society.

Fire conirol and internal security.
No.

RAILWAY RESERVE
Spearwood-Armadale

TAYLOR, to the Minister for

Lands:

)]

2)
3
(4

1)

3)

Is the railway reserve assoclated
with the now disused Spearwood-
Armadale railway line still vested
in the Railways Deparfment?

If not, in what authority is the
reserve vested?

If “Yes" would use of the sleeper
bed as a cycleway be nermitted?

Would he table a detailed plan of
the railway reserve?

RIDGE replied:

and (2) Part of the Railway Re-
serve from Cockburn Road, Spear-
wood, to Hatch FPlace, Bibra Lake,
is still in existence and under the
contt_l.ro] of the Minister for Trans-
port,

The balance of the land compris-
ing the former Railway Reserve
from Hatch Place, Bibra Lake, to
Railway Avenue, Armadale, with
the exception of a strip 10 metres
wide from a peint 246 metres
north-west of the junction of For-
rest and Taylor Roads extending
eastwards, excluding Forrestdale
Townsite, to Friar Road, Arma-
dale, now designated Reserve No.
31023 for the purpose of “Water
Supply” and vested in the Minister
for Water Supplies, is set apart as
Reserve No. 27950 for the purpose
of "Government Requirements”
and not being vested is under the
control of the Minister for Lands.

The use of this land, which at its
narrowest is about 24 metres wide,
is not considered economic for
use as a cycleway. Nor has any
such suggestion been received by
the Lands Pepartment.
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Dedication for road purposes is in
hand for the section between For-
rest Road, Forrestdale, and Rail-
way Avenue, Armadale. The re-
maining portion, contiguous with
Forrest Road is held, inter alia, for
possible fulure Toad puUrboses.
Both actions are consistent with
the policles of a Cabinet Com-
mittee appointed to consider uti-
lisation of land from closed rail-
ways.

{4) A plan is submitted for tabling
which shows the existing Railway
Reserve coloured green, Reserve
27850 (Government requirements)
coloured blue and Reserve 31023
(water supply) coloured red.

The plan was tabled (see paper NoO.
278,

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Long Service Leave

Mi- TAYLOR, to the Minlster for Local
Government:

(1) Has he received representations
from the municipal officers associ-
ation with respect to portability
of long service leave?

(2) Is he in favour of such a pro-
posal?

(3) Does he intend introducing leg-
islation to give effect to this pro-
position?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) The matter is still belng consider-
ed by me.

(3) This will depend on whether a
scheme can be devised which is
acceptable to municipal counclls
and emplovees.

QUESTIONS (11): WITHOUT NOTICE

1.

PROSTITUTION

Convictions

Mr HARTREY, to the Minister for
Police:

(1) In framing his answer to part (5>
of question 31, asked by the mem-
ber for Subiaco, has he considered
the effect of paragraph (e) of
section 7 of the Criminal Cede?

(2) Does not a prostitute’s male cus-
tomer—

(a) provide the monetary con-
sideration which constitutes
the first element of her of-

fence; and
(b} furnish one-half of the mere-
tricious sexual intereourse

which constitutes the other
element of her offence?

[ASSEMBLY.)

Perhaps I should rea@ the rele-
vant section of the Criminal Code.

The SPEAKER: I think we will
have to take that as read.

Mr O'CONNOR replied:;

If the honcurable member will
place his question on the notice
paper I will answer it then.

POULTRY FARMING
Hen License: Pilbara

Mr THOMPSON, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) Has the Minister received a re-
commendation from the Egg Mar-
keting Board with respect to
granting a license to put 5500
laying birds into production in a
town in the Pilbara?

(2) In the light of existing producers
being subjected to a recent cut
of 12 per cent to be followed by
further reductions of 1 per cent
for each of three months, does
he not think a proposal te further
aggravate the over-supply situa-
tion is absurd?

(3) Will he, in the interests of honour-
ing the well understood principle
in the industry thai no new lic-
enses be granted until the base
license has been restored, refuse
to grant the new license?

Mr OLD replied:

(1) to (3) No. Under the bases and
principles approved by the Minis-
ter before the beginning of each
licensing year the board is em-
powered to issue new licenses In
that area above the 24th parallel
of latitude,

I understand that the pouliry
farm in question has not yet been
established and to this extent will
not have any immediate effect
on the present over-supply situa-
tion.

The bases and principles do not
authorise the pranting of new
licenses in areas south of the 24th
parallel of latitude,

The discretion granted to the
board in respeet of areas north
of the 24th parallel of latitude is
designed in order to encourage
production in these areas and thus
assist decentralisation,

3. GERALDTON REGIONAL HOSPITAL

Payment to Private Doctors

Mr CARR, to the Minister representing

the Minister for Health:

(1) Has the Medical Department ap-
proached private doctors in Ger-
aldton to discuss payment ar-
rangements for treatment of
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“hospital’’ patients, as defined by
Medibank, at the Geraldton
Regional Hospital?

If the answer to (1) is “Yes”, will
the Minister provide details of the
approach and negotiations; and
if the answer is ‘“No”, will he
explain why not?

Is it a fact that Geraldton private
doctors have refused to treat
“hospital” patients at the Gerald-
ton Regional Hospital except in
cases regarded as emergencies or
involving socio-economically dis-
advantaged persons?

Have other Government hospitals,
without resident doctors, encoun-
tered the same difficulty as out-
lined in (3), and if so, will the
Minister provide full details of
each?

Is it a fact that one patient at
the Geraldton Regional Hospital
was in theatre for operation after
having beent given pre-operation
medication, and was asked by the
doctor whether he was a “hos-
pital” or “private” patient, and
upon declaring himself a 'hospi-
tal” patient he was refused sur-
gery and was removed from the
theatre and the hospital?

If the details outlined In (5) are
not correct, will the Minister
please detail the correet circum-
stances?

RIDGE replied:

to (6) The Minister for Health
hag asked me to acknowledge that
he did have adequate notice of
the question, but unfortunately
he has not been ahle to provide
the answer in the time available.
He would therefore be pleased if
the honourable member would
place the guestion on the notice
paper

BOULDER SHIRE COUNCIL

councils in Western Australia
which may be in a similar
position?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

I thank the honourable member
for some notice of the question the
answer to which is as follows—

(1) The matter has caused some
confusion. However, the
action has been taken by the
Commonwealth Department of
Lahour and not by the State
Department of Labour and
Industry. The officers em-
ployed by the Boulder Shire
come under the local govern-
ment officers, Western Aus-
tralia, award which is a
Federal award and not a
State award. Such officers
come under the provisions of
the Commonwealth Concilia«
tion and Arbitration Act.
The prosecution action against
the shire has apparently
arisen as a result of inspec-
tions carried out by industrial
inspectors from the Perth
office of the Commonwealth
Department of Labour.

Apparently over the years the
Boulder Shire Council has had
a gentlemen’s agreement
under which senior officers of
the council have not heen paid
overtime. This is apparently
the cause of the prosecution
action because the procedure
does not conform with the
award requirement relating to
payment of overtime.

(2) T can only say at this time
that I am not aware of
whether other shire councils
will find themselves in a
similar predicament. There
is the possibility, but it
depends entirely on the Com-
monwealth.

MENTAL HEALTH

Tresillian Hostel: Premier's View

Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:
Does he still hold the view that

Nonpayment of Overtime

Mr McPHARLIN, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:

In today’s issue of The West Aus-

tralian it was reported that the

Boulder Shire Councill will be

prosecuted in the industrial court

for breaches of industrial awards
relating to nonpayment of over-
time. The prosecution is being
initiated by the Department of

Labour. I ask—

(1) Is this action being taken by
the State Department of
Labour and Industry or by
the Federal department?

(2) Is it proposed that this action
will be taken against all shire

has been expressed to the Friends
of Tresilllan and the Nedlands
City Council that the Tonkin
Labor Government transferred
profoundly -mentally retarded
children patients to the Tresillian
Hostel in an attempt to
embarrass him in his electorate of
Nedlands?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

If the member for Ascot desires
me to answer that question he
showld divulge the source of his
information so that I can assess
its true merit.
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Bryce: I did—the PFriends of
Tresilllan and the Nedlands City
Council,

CHARLES COURT: If the mem-
ber for Ascot will divulge accur-
ately what I said I will answer the
question.

MENTAL HEALTH

Tresillian Hostel: Transfer of Inmates
Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Premier:

7

Prigr to the announcement that
moves were afoot to transfer the
residents of Tresillian, was any
Cabinet decision taken on the
matter?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

I did not quite get the first part
of the question. Perhaps the hon-
ourable member could repeat it
by way of interjection.

B. T. Burke: Prior to the an-
nouncement that plans were afoot
to shift the residents, did Cabinet
make any decision on the matter?

Sir CHARLES COURT: To the best of

my knowledge, no; but if the hon-
ourable member wants me {o pur-
sue the matter I will gladly find
out for him. Why I raised the
query was that the gquestlon was
put in an ambiguous way and I
was not sure whether the honour-
able member was referring to the
children heing transferred to or
from Tresilllan, However, I gather
he was referring to their trans-
fer from Tresillian.

MENTAL HEALTH

Tresillian Hostel: Transfer of Inmates
Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Premier:

8.

Has the Slow Learning Children’s
Group of WA (Inc.) been consult-
ed by the Government regarding
the propeosal to shift profoundly
mentally retarded children from
Tresillian Hostel? If so, would he
provide full details and, if not,
why?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

In reply to the honourable mem-
ber, I will consuli with my col-
league, the Minister for Health to
ascertain whether he took that
action. Essentially, this matter
comes within his preserve,

MENTAL EEALTH

Tresillian Hostel: Consultation with

Member

Mr BARNETT, to the Premier:

1)

‘Was the Premier consulted before
the decislon was taken by the
previous Government to transfer
profoundly mentally retarded
children to Tresillian Hostel?

2)

Does he concede he should have
been consulted as & matter of
normal courtesy?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(8 )

The SPEAKER: Order!

9.

and (2) I am not sure of the point
raised by the membher for Rack-
ingham. 1 would have thought
that as a matter of courtesy the
Government of the day should
have consulted hoth the local
authority and myself, as well as
the local residents.

When I heard what was happen-
ing I made inquiries and I was
assured it was a temporary expedi-
ent to take advantage of avallable
accommodation for a short period.

In other words, it was to be a
temporary move.

On this basis, T think the local
people accepted that it was tem-
porary, and if my information is
correct the local authority was
very concerned that it was not
consulted.

I will take
one more question on this subject.

MENTAL HEALTH

Kareeba Nursing Home: Consultation with

Member

Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:

8ir

Mr

In view of the Premier's reply
that he accepted it was normal
courtesy for the Government to
have consulted him, would he
indicate to the House why his
Government has faken no action
to consult the member for Ascot
regarding the decision to purchase
Kareeba Nursing Home for the
purpose of transferring pro-
foundly mentally retarded child
patients to it? Particularly,
in view of the fact that 40 or 50
elderly patients will be displaced,
why did he not consult either the
local authority or the member for
Ascot in respect of that aspect of
the Government's decision?

CHARLES COURT replied:

In answer to the member for Ascot,
who seems to be quite het up, may
I just remind hiim that matters
of the kind to which he refers are
essentially handled by the Minis-
ter of the department involved?

Bryce: But you agree he should
have been consulted.

Bir CHARLES COURT: I will consult

Mr

with the Minister concerned
find out what action he took.

Bryce: Does the Premier believe
he will have a solution?

to
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The SPEAKER: Order! I will take
two further questions not related
to the serles of gquestions just
asked. That subject can he pur-
sued &t another time.

RAILWAYS
Bridgetown Depot: Closure

Mr H. D, EVANS, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Has the Minister received the re-
port of the committee of inquiry
into the removal of the railway
depot from Bridgetown to Man-
jimup?

(2) If so, on what date does the Gov-
ernment propose to move the
depot from Bridgetown to Msan-
Jimup?

(3> Which of the recommendations
made by the committee does the
Government intend to adopt and
implement, and which recommen-
dations will be rejected?

Mr O’'CONNOR replied:

I thank the honourable member
for some notice of this gquestion
which doees differ g little from the
advice handed to me.

(1) Yes.

(2) and (3 The honourable member
did ask on what date the transfer
is to take place but that reguest
was not contained in the question
handed to me a fortnight ago.
The answer to the guestion asked
is that this has not yet been de-
cided.

COUNTRY PARTY POLICY
Implementation

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:

My gquestion to the Minister for

Agriculture and the Leader of the

Country Party is in two parts:

(1> wWill he indicate to the House
the present status of the
policy speech which con-
tained promises made by his
predecessor to the people of
Western Australin in 1974?

(2) Does the Leader of the
Country Party share the view
of the Premier which has been
outlined by the member for
Stirling that the Country
Party has no right to press
for the implementation of its
policy?

The SPEAKER: I am inclined to be-
lieve that this is not completely
within the province of the Minis-
ter for Agriculture because of his
ministerial position. I canno{ aec-
cept the guestion at this juncture.
Orger!

[{-+H

If the member wishes he can sub-
mit the question to me and I will
have it examined more closely to
see whether it can appear on the
notice paper at another time.

Drissent from Speaker's Ruling

Mr BRYCE: 1 have to disagree with
your ruling, Mr Speaker, whereby
you have disallowed my question
to the Minister for Agriculture,

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the mem-
ber resume his seat. I just want
to say that very strictly I sup-
pose the member for Ascot could
act in such a fashion. However, 1
warn him that if he does he is
acting in a manner that tradi-
ionally in this House is consid-
ered to be not well-mannered. I
have told him I think the question
is out of order and if he will sub-
mit the question to me I will have
a look at it and decide whether
it can be asked at another time.

Mr BRYCE: You, Mr Speaker, leave
me with no option but to move
that your ruling be disagreed with.
I move—

That your ruling whereby you
disallowed my question to the
member for Katanning—the
Leader of the Country Party
—be disagreed with on the
ground that this ruling is a
departure from normal prac-
tice in this House.

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the mem-
ber resume his seat. I tried to
indicate to the member for Ascot
that he was outside traditional
well-mannered bhehaviour in this
House. Indeed, he goes beyond
this. The matter of questions
without notice is the prerogative
of the Speaker and the member
for Ascot is completely out of
order.

Mr BRYCE: Mr Speaker—

The SPEAKER.: Order! Will the mem-
ber resume his seat. Questions
without notice have heen com-
pleted.

Withdrawal of Motion

Mr BRYCE: I am quite happy to with-
draw the motion I moved.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BRYCE: I withdraw the motion.

The SPEAKER: I want to indicate to
the member for Ascot again that
there is no real necessity for him
to do that, but If he 7felt he
should get to his feet he might
have apologised at the same time.
I call notices of motions.
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SUPPLY BILL
Standing Orders Suspension

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Treasurer) [5.48 p.m.1: I gave notiee of the
motion standing in my name before we
concluded the earller part of the session.
I nmiove—

That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable
a Supply Bill to he introduced without
notlce and passed through all its stages
in one day.
As members know this 1s a motion which is
moved about this time of the session so
that the Government may have supply to
continue the work of the Government until
such time as the majin Budget and the
Estimates, and other papers, are presented
to Parllament later in the year. On present
indications, that could be during the week
after the Royal Show; in other words, ap-
proximately Thursday, the 2nd October.

I do not think there is any need for me
to labour the explanation in respect of the
motion. If it is approved by the House it
simply means I will be able to introduce
the Supply Bill and it can then be debated
by the House and passed through all stages
at the one sittlng. I commend the motion.

MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville—ILeader of
the Opposition) [5.49 p.m.); The Opposi-
tlon has no gbjection to the course which
the Treasurer proposes to follow, notice of
which was given some time ago.

Question put ahd passed.

Message: Appropriagtions

Message from the Lieutenant-Governor
received and read recommending appropri-
ations for the purposes of the Bili,

Introduction and Firsi Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Sir Charles
Court (Treasurer), and read a first titne,

Second Reading

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—

Treasurer) (553 p.m.]l: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
This measure seeks the grant of supply to
Her Majesty of $450 milllon.

The Revenue Budget and the Loan Esti-
mates for 1975-76 are now in course of
preparation and will be presented with
respective Appropriation Bills later in the
session. In the meantime, it 1s necessary,
of course, to carry on the services of the
State and the Bill now before the House is
to authorise the provision of funds for this
purpaose.

An issue of $400 milllon is sought from
the Consolidated Revenue Fund and $40
millign from moneys to the credit of the
General Loan Fund. Provision 1s also made
in the Bill far an issue of $10 milllon to
enable the Treasurer to make such temp-
orary advances as may be necessary.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The proposed issue from the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund is greater by $85 mil-
lion than the corresponding provision in
the Supply Act of 1974, The amounts to be
drawn from the General Loan Fund and
the Public Account are also increased,
being $10 million and $5 million respec-

tively above the provisiohs of last year.

The inereased issues from the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund and the General Loan
Fund are reguired to finance the greatly
expanded cost of Government services and
works resulting from the current high rate
of inflation.

The issue from the Public Account has
remained unchanged for the past nine
years and the increase now proposed is
required to meet the growth in the number
and amount of temporary advances that
need to be made in the conduct of Gov-
ernment business.

The high cost of award wage increases
continues to dominate the Government's
finances, In 1974-75, award increases
granted during the year added $53.5
million to the cost of providing Govern-
ment services in that year. However, that
fizure does not represent the cost in a full
vear of the higher wage payments granted
in 1974-75, as the higher wage levels
applied for varying periods throughout the
year. The full year cost is in the order
of $86 miilion and, as a result, it will be
necessary to provide in the curren{ year
for a further lift of $32 million in the
Government wage bill hefore allowing for
award increases that will inevitably occur
during the year. On present indications it
appears that provision will have to be made
in 1975-76 for an even greater sum for
new wage increases than was the case last
year.

For the purpose of estimating the
Financial Assistance Grants to the States,
the Commonwealth Treasury has assumed
21 per cent as the likely increase in aver-
age wages for this year. An increase of
this magnitude would add $100 million to
out wages bill and the prospect of such
an increase presents serious problems in
shaping the 1975-76 Budget.

When providing for wage increasss of
the magnitude experienced in recent years,
Budget planning is made extremely dif-
ficult by the uncertain course of future
events. As I have remarked previously, we
may hope for the best but sound financial
management demands that we be prepared
for the most likely outcome.

For the year ahead much will depend
on the continuing course of indexation and
the degree of success it will have in
moderating wage demands. The Austg'allan
Conciliation and Arbitration Commission,
in accepting the principle of wage index-
ation, has laid down certain guidelines
which it insists must be followed if index-
ation is to continue. At the June Pre-
miers’ Conference, State Premiers sup-
ported the guidelines and agreed to
adhere to them in public sector wage
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negotiations. It is vital that this be done,
not just in the Government sector but also
in the community at large, or inflation
threatens to become completely out of
cantrol. No-one, Government or business,
can plan and budeet with confldence in
the present inflationary economic environ-
ment.

Turning to the financial results of the
year just ended, the impact of inflation is
clearly evident, with revenue and expen-
diture both well in excess of the Estimates.
However, it is gratifying to record that the
actusl deficit was only $387 000 above the
original Budget estimate. The final deficit
for 1974-75 was $9.133 million compared
with the estimate of $8.746 million allowed
for in the Budget.

Expenditure for the year exceeded the
estimate by $17.690 million, mainly as a
result of a higher increase in the wages
bill than had been anticipated. Although
an amount of $42.7 million had been
allowed in the 1974-75 Budget to cover
expected wage increases, the actual in-
creases exceeded this provision by almost
211 million.

Comparison of departmental expendi-
tures with the Estimates is made difficult
by the practice of providing a block allo-
cation in the Budget for anticipated wage
increases, and subsequently charging sc-
tual expenditure on wages and salarizs
to the votes of departments and authori-
ties. It is not possible at the beginning
of the year to estimate with any accept-
able degree of precision the likely impact
of wage movements on the votes of in-
dividual departments, and control of ex-
penditure is better served by the present
practice. However, it is appreciated that
comparisens between the estimate pre-
sented to Parliament and actual expendi-
ture is not facilitated by this procedure
and it is currently under review,

Another factor which tends to cloud
comparison of Estimates and expenditure
of departments last year was the exten-
sion during the year of Commonwealth
support for a number of State programmes
which resulted in departmental expendi-
ture on those programmes exceeding the
Estimates. However, in this case, the
additional expenditure was offset by &
corresponding increase in revenue.

If allowance is made for the distorting-

effect of these factors, it is apparent that
in the case of most departments, expen-
diture in 1974-75 was close to the esti-
mate. There were some exceptions.

An increase midway through the year
in per capita grants to independent
schools added around $700 000 to expendi-
ture by the Eduecation Department. A
steep rise in general running costs of
schools, particularly increases in water
and electricity charges, also contributed
to the excess expenditure incurred by that
department.
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Expenditure by the Police Department
also exceeded the vote by a substantial
sum mainly because of increased over-
time worked by the Criminal Investiga-
tion Branch and by road patrgls in a
concentrated accident prevention cam-
paign.

The loss incurred on operations of the
Metropolitan Transport Trust, which is
recouped from the Consolidated Revenue
Fund, was also considerably in excess of
the Budget estimate. In addition to the
effect of unexpected wage increases and
changed working conditions on onerating
costs, the increased loss can be attributed
to increased expenditure on the inner city
“clipper” services and a reassessment of
proportional costs associated with subur-
ban rail transport.

Largely offsetting the over-run in ex-
penditure, revenue collections in 1974-75
exceeded the Budpget estimate by
$17 303 000.

Commonwealth payments under the
Financial Assistance Grant formula were
$5.9 million higher than the Budget fore-
cast mainly because the increase in aver-
age wages, an important factor in the
formula, was higher than anticipated
when the Budget was framed.

Following representations at the Febru-
ary Premlers’ Conference, Western Aus-
tralia received speelal additional assistance
of $7.1 million to help offset wage in-
creases and to avoid retrenchments.

State taxation collections were 869
millicn higher than had been expected, but
this improvement was offset by a shortfall
in mining royalties and revenue from pub-
lic utilities.

The major shortfall was In respect of
railways. where revenue fell $3.7 million
below Budeget expectations. The suspen-
sion of interstate traffic resulting from
flooding of the trans.-Australia lihe earlier
this vyear, and the disruption of grain
traffic caused by the recent strike of Co-
operative Bulk Handlihe employees, were
the main reasons for this shortfall,

Prolonged industrial disputes which cur-
tailed iron ore production were primarily
responsible for mining royaltles falling
short of the estimate by $2.2 million.

Having regard for the extreme inflation-
ary pressures experienced during the year,
a deterioration of only $387000 in the
deficlt originally estlmated is a very grati-
fying result which was achieved only as
a result of sound financial management.
As members will recnll, the Government
had set aside sufficient capital funds to
cover the 1974-75 deficit which has now
been funded from this source,

The task we now face {n framing the
Budget for the current year s as difficult
as ever.

As a result of the recent Premiers’ Con-
ference, additional revenue grants total-
ling $32.4 million will be made available
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to Western Australia in 1975-76. While
this will go some way to ease the financial
pressures which the State faces in the year
ahead, very sound management of our
affairs will be needed if we are to achieve
an acceptable Budget result having

regard for our need to conserve inecreas-

ingly scarce capital funds.

I will comment In more detail on
developments arising from decisions taken
at the Premiers’ Conference and on our
prospects for the current financlal year
when the Budget is introduced later this
sesston.

At that time I will table the Estimates
of Revenue and Expenditure far this
finaneial year with details of proposed
outlays and the means by which those
outlays are to be financed,

As members know, this is the customary
information given by the Premier and
Treasurer when introducing the Supply
Bill. I commend the Bill to the House.

MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville—Yeader of
the Oppaosition) [6.05 p.m.l: As the Pre-
mier has outlined, he is asking for a sub-
stantially increased amount by way of
supply to cover practically the whole of
the financial year. In examining the
reason for this substantial increase, he
said that it resulted from the current high
rate of inflation, for whiech, of course, he
himself is largely responsible—this State
having the highest inflation rate of any
State of the Commonwealth.

During the election campaign the Pre-
mier indicated to the people that he had
a special answer to this problem. He said
that inflation could be controlled State by
State, and all the people needed to do
was to get rid of the then Government
and elect his Government. He gave the
impression that he could really walk on
water.

Mr T. J. Burke: He still thinks he can.

Mr J. T, TONKIN: This is the main
reason for the very substantial increase
in the amount of money which has to be
sought. You will recall, Mr Speaker, that
we had not been in office very long when,
because of the then rate of inflation and
the unemployment position, the Premier—
the then Leader of the Opposition—con-
sidered seriously denying us supply. Had
he been able to prevail upon his colleagues
in another place to go along with his idea,
he would have forced an electton. In this
House he actually moved, and he was sup-
ported by the then Leader of the Country
Party, that the granting of supply would
be conditional upon our holding an elec-
tion by a certain date. We on this side
believe that when a Government is elected
for a certain term—as has been set out
for many years in the Statute—it is en-
titled to be allowed to run that term and
to be glven the necessary supply to Jdo so.

[ASSEMBLY.)

There is no justification for endeavouring
to force an earlier election simply because
the Oppesition feels that if it had the
opportunity to go to the people it could
change the Government.

When the opportunity arises we will be

Srven ] e =T ]

very critical of the Government In respect
of a number of its deficiencies, but we do
not propose to do so on the Supply Bill.
We believe this Bill should be given a
reasonably speedy passage, although ad-
vantage should be taken of the opportunity
to discuss one or two interesting matters.

A short time ago we were treated to the
pantomime of the Country Party belng in
the Government, out of the Government,
and then back in the Government, where
it is now remaining for the time being.
It is interesting to recall some 9f the things
said at the time and which I would assume
must have truly represented the views and
opinions of those people who gave voice
to the remarks I am about to quote. You,
Sir, have heard of one David Reid who
was for a time a senator, and who was
the President of the Country Party or the
National Country Party as it is now known.
He was not at all impressed by the opinion
of The West Australian, which felt that
the trouble was due to the internal troubles
of the Countiry Party. David Reid said
that the refusal to establish guidelines was
one of the troubles, because the Premier
would not grant even minor eorcessions.

He was surely in a position to know; he
said the Premier would not grant even
minor concessions, and he referred to it as
a dictatorship. He mentioned the Pre-
mier's inflexible attitude which Lad even
allenated Mr Bjelke-Petersen, his firm
friend. According to David Reid, Country
Party supporters were completely pre-
cluded from having their voices heard in
the Government. What a coalition! Faney
belonging to & Government of that type
and holding out to the people whom ane is
suppos>d to represent that one is in fact
serving & useful purpose in the coalition
when one 1is completely precludad ifrom
having one’s voice heard.

David Reld went so far as to say that
the Premier had told Country Party mem-
bers of the Government that they had no
right to speak on any policy matter, in-
cluding the policy on agriculture. Fancy
remajning in the Government under cir-
cumstances like that! No wonder two mem-
bers walked cut on & question of principle.
One wonders how In those circumstances
two other members could walk in to take
their places, especially when one of them-—
the present Minister for Agriculture—said
the Country Partv would sit on the cross
benches where it hoped to be able to pro-
tect its policies. But, instead, the same
gentleman went back into the coalition,
having been told by the president of his
party of the Premier’s inflexible attitude
and the fact that Country Party Ministers
were not even allowed to spbeak on policy,
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More about this anon. There will he
ample opportunity to probe further into
this matter. However, let me say that one
wonders why the Premier was disposed
to say at the time that the decislon to
withdraw from the coalition was incredible.
Mr Speaker, would you have remained in
the coalition under the circumstances I
have outlined? I do not think you would.

I read with considerable interest and
much amusement a statement in The West
Australian of the 25th December just prior
to the Premier’s trip abroad. The heading
is, “Court: Trip important”, Just listen to
this—

The Premier, 8ir Charles Court, said
yesterday that hopes of a recovery
for the economy would depend a great
deal on his coming trip abroad.

His ability to walk on water!

Mr Davies: I'll bet he will say he was
wrongly quoted.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Just imagine:
hopes of a recovery for the economy de-
pended on his trip abread, The newspaper
article went on to state—

Sir Charles said he hoped that next
vear would see the economy return to
the condition of good health that West
Australians had been accustomed to
regard as normal.

He said: “All we need to cure our
economic troubles is action at the
State level, . .

I am still waiting for that action; it is not
in the article.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool—Deputy
Leader of the Oppositiomy [7.30 p.m.]l: In
taking up where my leader left off in re-
spect of the debate on the Supply Bill, 1
should like to indicate that I suppori his
point of view that we are hearing too much
of the suggestion that the Premier can
carry out ell sorts of wonders; however,
after making such statements, the Premier
then lets the community down. When we
were in Government I recall the Premier
saying that he would solve the unemploy-
ment problem and reduce the rate of in-
flation within six months of gaining office
—not in conjunction with the Common-
wealth or anybody else, but unilaterally.

I have been criticised for saying in this
place that no man can do that. The
Premier certainly is no King Canute; he
cannot turn back the waves. Try as we
might in relation to certain financial
problems, we just cannot do anything to
avoid what has happened throughout the
world. Some countries, because of their
peculiar economic situation, are better
served than others, in that they are able
to hold their economies a little more steady.
The Premier has said that he wants to
hold our economy steady, but as a private
enterprise type of person he would not
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tolerate the steps which are necessary to
achieve this end; namely, the complete
control of the financial situation, of both
wages and profits and all that goes towards
forming the economy of a community. The
Premier will not agree to that; rather, he
is prepared to continue with his policy
of hoom and bust.

While I acknowledge that, in the past,
the Premier has been honoured by many
as being the archifect of the great leap
forward in the north of this State—and
naturally, we are glad to see such develop-
meni—I believe he also must accept the
responsibility for being the principal archi-
tect of the inflationary position in the
Commonwealth today, due to the vast
amount of money which has been poured
into these projects and the extremely high
wages that were paid to unskilled workers
in these areas, all of which had a very
significant effect on the economy of Aus-
tralia, particularly beeczuse of the ten-
dency for itinerant workers to find em-
ployment in these places.

BEven now one can see a number of these
workers at Goldsworthy and in other
northern areas; they flock there from all
over the auction, some coming from New
Zealand and others from Sydney. 'They
are young men who work fairly long hours
and take home a substantial weekly pay
packet. Probably, they eam a lot more
than the tribunal granted us, but that is
beside the point. Of course, after receiv-
ing such high wages, these itinerant
workers race south and spend their money
and, having Leen in the habif of receiving
$200, $300 or, in some circumstances, $400
a week, may find it unacceptable to return
to a rate of pay which would suit the type
of economy the Premier would like to see.
It is just impossible to offer them such
wages. They say, “There is better than
this about. We have had better; we know
it is awvailable,” Once we have given
people a taste of this sort of earning
power, it Is not easy to bring them back
to 2 more sensible level. Once they have
received such high wages, they do not wish
to be put back with the multitude. As a
consequence, of course, this is doing noth-
ing for the economy of Australia, and,
indeed is causing and will continue to
cause a considerable number of problems.

Like my leader, I wish to comment
briefly on the recent affairs of the coali-
tion. I do not imagine the Government
would expect us not to be prepared to
comment on the debacle which occurred a
short while ago when we had an “Off agin,
on agin, gone agin Finnigin” type of coali-
tion for several weeks.

Mr Laurance:. What happehed in Hobart
over the following few days?

Mr JAMIESON: Do not tell me that the
wonder from Carnarvon is still with us!
They must have somebody better than
him up there bending bananas.

Mr Coyne: Gascoyne.
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Mr JAMIESON: Well, he lives at Car-
narvon; I am localising him because I do
not want to commit the fishermen at Den-
ham to such a person.

I have in my hand a pamphlet headed,
“Coalition, or Surrender to voritfolios
before prineiples. A betrayal of the inter-
ests and welfare of National Country Party
supporters™. It looks as though the author
is one Matt Stephens, of 25 Lowood Road,
Mt. Barker. It contains some very inter-
esting material, but it is rather lengthy
and I am sure you would not want me to
read it, Mr Speaker; probably, you would
not permit me to do so.

Mr Davies: We will work it into Hansard
during the course of the session.

Mr JAMIESON: Perhaps we cah work
it in one paragraph at a time. Of course,
much of what was said at the time was
designed fo frighfen back into coalition
these new members, as most of them are—
except, of course, for the two new Liberal
members of the Cabinet appointed by the
Premier. They were told that if they con-
tinued on their course and sat on the
cross-benches, the socialists would take
over and run the country. This pamphlet
disproves that theory. Solomon and the
others who came to Western Australia to
try to resolve the dispute said, “Look at
those States which do not have a Country
Party, such as South Australia and Tas-
mania. The socialists are in charge there.”
They are in charge in South Australia and
I suppose they are still just in charge in
Tasmania, where they still have a fairly
big majority. The contention was that in
those States which did not have a Country
Party, there was liable to be a socialist
Government. Of course, they forgot to
mention the situation in Victoria, as the
author of this pamphlet rightly points out
under point 5 of his pamphlet, where he
states—

In Victoria where the Country Party
sits on the cross-benches State
Assembly representation has been
halved since 1947, but Federal repre-
sentation has been doubled. In West
Australia, where the party has been in
coalition, State Assembly representa-
tion has also been halved but we have
also lost three of four Federal seats.

This indicates that perhsaps the visit of
“the wise men from the East"—the Nixons
and the Solomons—was not all it was
supposed to be and that some members of
the Country Party in this State were not
hoodwinked.

He points out a few matters and I do
not want to weary the House by quoting
too many of them. However, point 7 is
interesting. It reads—

7. David Reid and Peter Jones con-
tinually exhorted Matt Stephens to
see that McPharlin stood firm on the
quota issue as Ssuccess on this issue
was vital to Party prestige. Yet when
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pressure was applied to re-enter coali-
tion all three except Matt Stephens
deserted McPharlin,
It is nice stuff, Mr Speaker, and I think
you will like it.
Paint 8 is one point T would like to make.
It is as follows—
8. Matt Stephens refused f{o enter
leadership ballot for two reasons:

(a} Would not desert McPharlin
in his decision to stand firm
in accordance with National
Country Party wishes and
also consistent with the Plat-
form.

(b) He was not prepared to re-
enter coalition unless the Pre-
mier made some concessions.

With all these things going on, who needs
members on this side of the House? We
can leave the members on the other side
to argue among themselves. Probably the
Premier had to change the light on the
political issue by some other means and
he may have done that by his recent an-
nouncement on future distributions. How-
ever, that is a matter for the future.

Let me retwrn to a few other financial
aspects. The Premier is always complain-
ing he does not have enough money for
this or that, but he is prepared to squander
money at the rate of hundreds of
thousands of dollars a year in a mannher
that no other State does, with the excep-
tion, perhaps, of Queensland. I am not
sure of the position in that State now
but in every State with the exception of

Queensland and Western Australia
the Commonwealth and the States
have joint electoral rolls. The keep-

ing of these electoral rolls and the main-
taining of electoral departments of the
size necessary in this State run into con-
siderable expense each year.

Back in antiquity the Parliament of this
State, when amending the Electoral Act,
realised this and grantad power to the
Gavernor of this State to negotiate with
the Governor-General for the purpose of
having prepared a commeon roll for use
In electoral matters. However, for a num-
ber of years there were differences, such
as the eligibility time for enrolment; then,
in regard to one shifting into a new home
there was a difference between the Com-
monwealth and the State and, of course,
while the Legislative Council franchise was
different there was a requirement for the
Government to maintain a special kind
of roll for the Legislative Council and to
make a special enrolment. However, after
that was avoided by an amending Act of
Parliament, one would have thought
the next step would be to economise
wherever one could by having the roils for
both the State and the Commonwealth
brought under one jurisdiction.

Irrespective of which way one looks at
the matter I do not know whether the
great socialist hordes could have had any
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advantage from a move such as the one
I suggest. The only way I view it is that
it would effect some form of financial
saving in having almost to eliminate the
department on which the State is forced
to spend money. Naturally we do not want
to sack people—I am saying that before
the Minister for Transport gets ready to
say that I will be putting people out of
employment or something like that—

Mr O'Connotr: I never said anything.

Mr JAMIESON: The Minister was get-
ting ready to say that. I always like to
provoke the Minister into saying some-
thing and I know that somewhere along
the line he will co-operate. However, I
do not envisage any officers being sacked,
because each year there is a natural in-
crease in Civil Service personnel and the
people at present employed in the Elec-
toral Department could be placed in other
departments.

Mr O'Connor; I thought you were trying
to be constructive.

Mr JAMIESON: 1 am still! being con-
structive, despite what the Minister says.
The outcome of all this, despite the fact
that I raised the question a number of
times, was that Cabinet made the decision
that it would not go ahead with the sug-
gestion. I do not know why, hecause
previously I have never received a leiter
such as the one I have before me now.
This 1s probably one of the exceptions that
proves the rule that if a member of Parlia-
ment says something in the Budget debate
sometimes somecone will look at it and send
the member a letter about it. The Minister
for Justice has sent me such a letter. So
that members may be clear on 1it, the
Minister indicated that he selected the
items mentioned in the letter from my
speech on the Appropriation Bill {(Con-
solidated Revenue Fund), and in the letter
he said—

1 confirm your statement that an
Arrangement was entered into between
thls State and the Commonwealth
during the term of your Gevernment,
on the understanding that planning
for the introduction of the scheme
would be instituted at the level of the
Australian Electoral Officer and the
Chief Electoral Officer In Western
Australia.

The Arrangement was glso to come
into force on & date to be fixed by
the respective Governments. The
Western Australian Government gave
consideration {o the matter, and de-
cided that no further actlon be taken.
No further consideration has heen
initiated by either Government in
respect of financial or other arrange-
ments, In any case, the present view
of the Government is that the State
Electoral Office retains its existing
functions and responsibilittes.
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That is a duplication that does not need
to exist under any set of circumstances.
There is no necessity to retain that
department and if it were disbanded it
would save some money for those people
who have had an increase In rates and
other charges. Some cuts must be made
in these unnecessary departments which
the Government still insists on earrying
on despite the fact that they represent
duplications of a situation that exists in
the Commonwealth sphere, especially in
regard to enrolments. In speaking of the
duplication of electoral matters there is,
of course, extra printing and other ex-
penses incurred in maintaining the two
electoral departments. Also a great deal
of time is spent by the Commonwealth
when enrolments are being made in the
Commonwesalth Elecioral Office to ensure
that the State enrolments are completed
for the convenience of the public. These
then have to be forwarded to the State
Electoral Department and vice versa.

All this duplicatlon costs time and
money and is quite unnecessary. Obvi-
ously it should be avoided at the earljest
opportunity. However, for some reason or
other if any person suggests that these
two departments should be combined he
1s accused of ceniralising in some way.
In introducing the Salaries and
Allowances Tribunal Act a while ago,
I think the Premier said that this
was the same arrangement that the
Commonwealth had in order to avoid hav-
ing an excessive number of tribunals. So
apparently the principle I am putting
forward seems to work in one way but does
not work in another—in the opinion of
the present Government. Bodies such as
a salaries tribunal and a few others would
cost only a fractlon of what it costs to
maintain and administer the FElectoral
Department each year.

Looking at another finahcial aspect I
received some information today from the
Minister for Works in respect of the cost
structures in the Kununurra area, relating
to the Ord Dam, etc. It would appear
that the taxpayers of Australia—basically,
I say “Australia” because of the principle
involved—are financing an investment of
something like $40 million-odd in this area,
to say nothing of the infrastructure costs
and cther costs for the development of
the town of Kununurra and other features
to meet the requirements of the proposed
development in and around the Ord River
scheme.

Also this would include other ancillary
costs which no doubt would amount to
many millions of dollars. My point in
bringing this matter up is to show once
again where there has been expenditure
of great sums of money without the
resultant ready income. Much finance
has been poured into the State for that
project, and business houses and others
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up there have profited from it. How-
ever, after the project was completed we
found there was nothing which could be
grown viahly. Efforts are still being made
to find a viable ¢crop. One week the grow-
ing of kenaf grass is advocated, and the
next week the growing of lemon grass is
suggested. I suppose wpeople whu advo-
cate growing lemon grass are influenced
by what they see in the television soap
advertisements, and they think it is a
good idea,

People may advocate the growing of
lemon grass, kenaf grass, sugar cane, and
a multitude of other crops; but there is
no firm opinion as to the direction the
settlers up there should take. I suggest
no concerted opinion will be arrived at
in my time. As far as an exercise in
finance is concerned, the projeet has
turned out to be a disaster.

Members should not gain the impression
that I am against some form of develop-
ment in the north of the State. As a
matter of fact, at one time I was in the
forefront of those who readily advocated
the damming of all rivers in Australia, but
as time passed I became a little more
conscious of our environmental respon-
sibllities, Today I sece that difficulties
could be encountered in the damming of
all our rivers. In the main, Australia is
a fairly dry continent, and if we are to
develop the fertile plains we have to
establish projects like the Ord River dam.
However, there is no concerted idea as
to the best means of achieving this; there
is nothing coming forward in that re-
spect, and there is not likely to be for
some time,

Bearing all this in mind I suggest that
until we are able to arrive at a concerted
idea, we should develop this type of pro-
ject in the north princilpzlly as a tourist
attraction, In the last few years that
part of the north has derived more money
from this source, than from any other,

When we were in Government and after
I had returned from a visit to the north
I indicated that I had committed the
Government to further expenditure in the
area. My colleague, the then Minister
for Agriculture, nearly had a heart at-
tack when he heard me say this. He
told me what he thought of me at &
hectic Cabinet meeting. At the time I
wanted fo give a little impetus to the
project, while it was being further looked
into; but the further it was looked at the
worse the project appeared. The cirecum-
stances being what they are, we cannot
resolve the present impasse.

Some time in the future I see that part
of the north as being a very important
region for producing foodstuffs, probably
not for the people of Australia, but for
the other countries of the world and par-
ticularly the Asian countries. We would
have to arrive at an international pact
to achieve that objective and to use the
area effectively. I am sure that one day
it will be used effectively.
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However, it is my opinion that for the
present we should put the project into
wraps. The asset will not deteriorate.
There is a minimum amount of mainten-
ance required on the main dam, although
there is a little more maintenance re-
quired on the diversion dam. As a capital
investment I daresay ils vaiue woula in-
crease as time passes. For the equivalent
of the work done on the Ord River pro-
ject we would have to look at something
like $100 million on present costs. That
is the feature which is in favour of the
project.

The Ord River project is akin to a huge
office block built in London. Though that
block may not have had a tenant, the
investors are quite happy with the position
hecause the capital value is appreciating
at a faster rate than if the premises were
let. I do not understand this kind of
finance, but if it works in respect of that
huge office block in London I suggest it
will also work in regard to the Ord River
project, especially as it will be used to
good purpose; that is, as a tourist attrac-
tion. We do not look like breaking through
the barrier of difficulties inside 20 years;
and it would be up to us in that time to
find some way to overcome the problems
that beset the project.

I do not wish to deal at length with the
various items I have in mind. It was not
my intention to speak, but as circumstances
compelled the Leader of the Opposition to
attend a function I felt I should fill in
on two or three items he contemplated
raising. The last item I want to deal with
concerns the determination of the Salaries
and Allowances Tribunal which I have
examined briefly. One wonders how the
members of that fribunal carry out their
duties. I have not been one who has
advocated any specific amount to the
Salaries and Allowances Tribunal, because
I do not know what can be used fairly as
a yardstick to determine the appropriate
salary payable to members of Parliament.
I have been diffident in making any recom-
mendation on & basic salary payable either
to myself or any other member of Parlia-
ment. I have found this to be diffi-
cult to assess.

On the other hand I have also found it
very difficult to understand the determina-
tion of this tribunal. I say this with all
due regard for the repercussions which will
arise; my impression is that the members
of that tribunal must have stones in their
heads, in arriving at a determination of
$16 170 per annum as the base salary for
a member of the Western Australian Par-
liament.

We should compare this with the salar-
fes that are payable in the other Parlla-
ments in Australia. In South Australia we
find the base salary for a member is
$16 500, and in Tasmania the flgure is
$16 582. Nobody can convince me that a
member of Parliament in Tasmania,



[Tuesday, 12 Augusi, 1975]

mighty as that little island might be, has
the same responsibilities and faces the
same problems as do members of Parlia-
ment in Western Australia. Even the
inmates of the Premier's Tresillian Hostel
would know that. However, for some
reason or other the three members of the
Salaries and Allowances Tribunal! do not
seemn to understand the basic concept. I
suggest that in arriving at their determina-
tion they will run into a great deal of
trouble. Taking into account the salary
determination for magistrates, the
Premier will be confronted with a furore
which he never expected would arise.

I realise it is not easy to establish tri-
bunals and expect them to make fair
determinations; but on the other hand it
is not easy for members of Parliament to
be convinced that an equitable decision is
made when those members have informa-
tion relating to the base salaries that are
paid in the other Parliaments of Aus-
tralia.

The base salary of a member of Parlia-
ment in New South Wales is $17 280; the
figure for Victoria is $19 500; and the figure
for South Australia is $16500. Might I
point out to members that the base saiary
of $16 500 payable in South Australla is

not the only remuneration fo members of -

Parliament in that State. Most members
of the South Australian Legislative Assem-
hly are in receipt of additional payments,
because they serve on a number of statu-
tory committees. Generally the chairman
of such a commitiee is pald at a higher
rate than the other members. When the
appointments to such committees are
shared between the 47 members of the
South Australian Legislative Assembly we
find not too many of them miss out on
additlonal payments. For that reason I say
the base salary payable in South Australia
does not reflect the total payment.

In the case of members of Parliament in
Western Australia, we find some members
serve on committees such as the Joint
House Committee and the Public Aceounts
Committee, and such service {s regarded as
part of their normal duties the payment
for which s Included in {heir base salaries.

The Tasmanian figure is $16582 and is
an average of all the other States. I think
that State does it the easy way. The
method was probably forced upon the State
because it did not want to be above the
average of the other States,

We all know that Queensland Is the
mighty State of the Petersen people who
can afford all things big. The parliamen-
tarians there have a base salary of $20 840,
while the base salary of the Federal parlia~
mentarians is $20000. Queensland and
Tasmanian members had their salaries
adjusted on the 1st July and now ours has
been adjusted. When that adjustment is
taken Into consideration by Tasmania its
average will again be inereased and its
figure will be $2 000 ahead of the salary of
Western Australian members,

1857

I can see no justice In the situation. I
understand that the tribunal commenied
that comparlsons of salaries could not he
made, Maybe this is so, but it is strange
that all delegates at a CPA econference are
on a parity with each other. As a matter
of fact I think maybe the time has been
reached when, no matter in what State
they live, all members of Parliament should
receive the same base salary. The work of
a fitter, for instance, f{s no different,
whether he resides in FPerth, Brisbane, or
Sydney. Various district and other allow-
ances would apply, as well as over-award
payments, but this system 1s also applied
to members of Parliament with their dis-
trict and electorate allowances. Basleally
the time is certalnly approaching when
we should classify the occupation as that
of a parllamentarian whose base salary Is a
certain anount, no matter what his loca-
tion, and then other adjustments could he
made to suit that location.

The situation has become laughahle
when we consider the state of affalrs in
Tasmania. The Legislative Assembly mem-
bers represent an arean of a Federal Elec-
torate. But the seven who represent each
area would choose a certain section on
which to concentrate, so they would not
each be committed to the whole of the
area., The Legislative Councillors repre-
sent 17 more or less evenly divided pro-
vinces right throughout the State. Never-
theless all those members are on this
rate of pay.

There is very little justification for the
tribunal’s determination. I am not advo-
cating a parficular salary, but I cannot
reconcile the decision with the facts, and
if a decision cannot be reconciled with
the facts, it is a bad decision, Of all the
decislons made on salaries since I have
been a member of Parliament—and there
have bheen some very controversial ones,
whether made by the Chief Justice as a
commissioner or by special commissions—
this is the one I have found most hard
to reconcile with the facts as they apply
to this State and to the other States.

I do not know whether the personnel
were appropriate. One of the personnel
was recently connected with the Treasury
and therefore should know the Treasury
situation backwards. Perhaps he was still
more interested in the Treasury, and if
the joint electoral roll situation had been
finalised he might have been able to see
his way clear to advocate a wider margin
from the amount saved.

When iniroducing the legislation the
Premier indicated that he wanted this
tribunal in order to ohviate any big adjust-
ments in the future. I am afrald that by
next year if we are to anywhere near catch
up, the adjustments will certainly be huge
and there will be a furere from the public.

Perhaps the public are justified. A fitter
applies for 2 small increase and gets a
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few dollars a week, but members of Par-
liament obtain an increase only every now
and then. In Queensland the salary went
up by something like $6 000—which was
well in advance of ours prior to that—to
$20 800. If such increases are to be made
every year instead of once every inree
vears, the public will certainly take notice.
So to that extent we could be worse off.

Mr Speaker, you and I have been here
a long time. We both know that the
public does not agree with salary increases
whether they are recommended by a
tribunal or, ag is still the cese in
some Parliaments, they are made by
the parliamentarians themselves. That
is not very desirable. However,
when people are charged with the
responsibilty of recommending a salary,
they must he able to justify ihe
decisions they make. On the surface at
this stage the decision which has been
made in our case cannot be justified. I
sugeest that the members of the tribunal
should have gone into the situation more
thoroughly. Maybe they could he excused
on one ground, and one ground alone.
Their decision was made too hastily. They
had to make a quick decision and there-
fore did not have enough time to do the
job as thoroughly as they should have
done it. 'They were committed to submit
a report by the end of this month. Actu-
ally it was submitted a lot earller than
that. If they had taken a litile more {ime
and egone into all aspects of the matter
and been prepared to call more evidence
—nperhaps even from thz public—they may
have reached a different conclusion. The
public participates in connection with
other salaries.

Everyone knows what is going on in the
court before a determination s made,
Everyone who is interested can hear the
arguments, and I think the public are
entitled to hear the arguments, hecause
s0 often they do not. Consequently when
a decision is made they are very annoyed
and they are probably entitled to be an-
noyed.

When on this side of the House, the
Premier was hostile about what he called
the secretiveness of the then Government.
He said he hated things being hushed up.

Before I conciude I would like to men-
tion another matter which concerns me;
that is, the crime rate in the State at the
present time. I am not referring to the
peity crimes such as drunkenness which
are committed all the time. I am not even
referring to those who drink and drive.
While we do not condone their behaviour
and we realise they deserve what they get
in the way of punishment, my main con-
cern is about major crimes which are not
heing solved.

The Police Force has to be shaken up.
We have never before had such a spate of
crimes including bank holdups and garage
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holdups. Even the Taxation Department
was held up. The situation is getting
dangerogus. That department might not
have enough money with which to make
all the necessary refunds if the present
situation continues. It is rather import-
ant that the police do not lie down on the

job.

The SPEAKER.: The honourable mem-
ber has another five minutes,

Mr JAMIESON: Thank you, Mr
Speaker. It will be quite sufficient. I
have spoken for twice as long as I should
have.

Mr O'Conner: Can you constructively say
what we can do in this regard?

Mr JAMIESON: I am not a policeman.
The interjector is the Minister for Police
and I am saying that the force must put
a spurt on in this regard.

While I say I do not condone drunken
drivers, and people who commit that sort
of offence, I certainly do not condone the
holdups and robberies involving large sums
of money which are occurring. I some-
times wonder whether too many policemen
have transferred to the Traffic Patrol, and
not enough new policemen have been taken
on to fill the positions vacated. The
Police Force does not seem to be getting
anywhere,

A few years ago a murder similar to
that of Mrs Finn would have heen sorted
out, in some way, within a few days. That
is what the people in this State were
used to; murder cases being solved
within a short time. Iowever, in recent
times a number of murders and robberies
have occurred and the trend seems to be
unending. We have to put a stop to that
trend, otherwise the public will lose faith
in the Police Force. The strength of a
country rests with the Police Force—the
peace-keeping officers, If we cannot do
more than has been done recently there
will be a revulsion on the part of the
public. I suggest more policemen should
be appointed if that is to be the solution.
If necessary, we will have to bring in out-
siders to advise us on the reason for the
increase in the crime rate and to help us
solve the major crimes,

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren) [8.12 p.m.1:
Both speakers from this side of the House
have referred to the debacle of the coali-
tion during the past few months. I will
content myself with one hrief reference to
the situation because of its relevance to
my remarks. Recently an article appeared
in The Albany Advertiser in which the
Premier was accused of desiring the
Country Party back in the coalition {o
wreck the credibility of the party. I do
not think there is any need to werry about
that; it had already been wrecked at that
stage. The party certainly has many fences
to mend. There will need to be a great
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improvement in its performance before it
can claim to represent those whom it pur-
ports to represent.

The people with whom I am most con-
cerned at this stage are those who are
probably in greatest need. I refer to the
beef producers. Reports which have
appeared in the Press have mentioned that
in the order of 300 producers are in
imrnediate danger of going out of the
industry. However, that figure of 300 does
not inciude those who are associated, in
varying degrees, with beef production for
their general income. The involvement
does vary but perhaps we can exXamine
that aspect in some depth a little later.

I feel it is necessary to appreciate the
position of these people, and then weigh
that position against what has been done
by the present Government, and what will
be done through the measure now before

the House. We must also weigh up what
needs to be done. The disparity is rather
alarming.

I will refer to a series of figures which
were taken out by an accountant. The
figures concern his clients, who are not
named but simply numbered. The returns
of those clients for the 1971-72, 1972-73,
1973-74, and 1974-'15 seasons are set out
in terms of value and total sales of all
cattle—baby beef, culls, cows, and bulls.
The aggregate return for 11 producers
during 1973-74 was $140 649. That repre-
sents an average return of $122 per head.
For the year just ended, 1974-75, the total
number of sales from all sources returned
$67 131 or, strangely enough, $66 per head.
That is precisely half the amcunt paid
during the previous year, and roughly it
is the general situation throughout the
industry.

The beef industry, in itself, is bad enough
but when the producer is also connected
with the dairying industry his predica-
ment is even worse. When he is also as-
sociated with the fruit industry his posi-
tion is ahsolutely crucial. I would like to
cite the case of an apple grower and if
he is not in need of assistance I do not
know who is. He sent four consighments
of fruit to a Perth agent. The four con-
signment of delicicus, Jonathons, Yates,
and Cleo apples totalled 354, 302, 349, and
215 bushels. The average return for the
four consienments was $2.50, $2.45, $1.30,
and $1.71. That gave him an average
return of under $2 per bushel, However,
the producer actually had to pay out in
cash transport freight to Perth, 42.5¢,
packing, 65¢, strawboard, 1lc, labels, 1z,
poly-liners, 10c, box hire, l5e, transport
from packing house to market, 10e, cool
storage, 10c, and insurance, 2c, making a
total of $1.72 per bushel. In addition, pick-
ing costs amounted to 40c. His outlay in
hard cash wes $2.12 and his return from
the four consignments to Perth was less
than $2 per bushel. So, he has to pay for
every bushel of apples he sends to market,
without taking into account the cost of
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growing the fruit and all orchard expenses,
and the man about whom 1 am speaking
is no mean farmer. He has a beef stud
and he has an orchard, but that is his
situation. His orchard-growing activities,
coupled with his beef industry occupa-
tion, place him in a very serious plight.

I will not make any reflection on the
marketing situation which is, in part, res-
ponsible for the present situation. I will
leave that for another time in another
situation. I am dealing with the final posi-
tion which the producers will face unless
some meaningful form of assistance is
made available to them.

The reply I received to a question I
asked today indicated the extent to which
aid has heen granted to the present time
under the scheme drawn up by the pre-
sent Government. I asked how many ap-
plications had been received for loans
under the emergency beef scheme ang I
was told that the total was 174 at the 31st
July, 1975. Of that number, 59 had been
granted assistance, which is something in
the orgder of che-third of the total number
of applicants. The average amount, stated
at $5 190, was also provided in the reply
to my question.

I would like to refer to a letter I re-
ceived from my colleague, the member for
Collie. He expressed concern because of
the attitude conveyed to him by a bank
manager in his own area.

I do not propose to read the entire
letter., The substance of it is that the
bank manager reported he had helped
seven applicants in their efforts to ob-
tain assistance but they were refused
assistance because they were not viable.
The bank manager was unable to reconcile
this situation with the situation which
obtained in the area to which he had pre-
viously been posted, which was further
north in the grain-growing country. He
could not understand the manner in which
the scheme was being applied in his new
south-west location.

This, of course, gives rise to the ques-
tion of eligibility and what is involved
and required at least to resolve in the
short term the problem with which these
people are faced. It is said 300 beef
producers are on the way out, but there
are many more who are just on the verge.
A numher of possible applicants have sald
to me, “It is no good applying for a heef
loan. You do not get it. Nobody is elig-
ible until he has reached the bhottom of
the barrel, where assistance is of no use to
him anyway.” This attitude has been
expressed by a number of farmers, parti-
cularly in the Walpole and Northceliffe
areas, who are possibly as hard hit as any
farmers in the lower south-west. I am
sorry the member for Vasse is not pre-
sent. I have had a visit from several of
his constituents who indicated the situa-
tion in that area is not greatly different
from that in my own region.
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The SPEAKER: Would the henourable
member resume his seat. I take the op-
portunity to remind the member for War-
ren that he has on the notice paper a
motion for the appointment of a Royal
Commission to investigate all aspects of
the meat industry. I do not rule that
he cannot speak at all but I ask him to
be careful not tc impinge upon matters
which he used in dealing with that motion
and with which this House has al;eady
dealt and will be dealing again. Will he
ensure he does not offend against Stand-
ing Orders.

Mr H. D, EVANS: Your well-known
tolerance is appreciated, Mr Speaker. I
am relating this point to the need for
aid to a particular section in the south-
west—in particular the small farmer in
the region extending along the south coast.

I turn now to the measures which need
to be applied if any meaningful assistance
is to be granted in the present circum-
stance through the proposed Budget of
the Government of this State. The aid
given up to the present time has been
by way of loans, and I have pointed out
their shortcomings in terms of eligibility.
It was announced that a concession had
been made to beef producers to allow them
to lease while they took another job—a
magnificent gesture compared with that
of the Tonkin Government, whereby de-
velopment obligations were waived for a
considerable period and fees were waived
for some years. The gesture of the pre-
sent Government measures up very poorly
in that light.

The voluntary beef scheme—the Gov-
ernment’s attempt at market reform—is a
shambles at the moment, and the total
industry will be a shambles before Christ-
mas. There is no other way to describe
it. It cannot improve. Those conces-
siohs are hopelessly inadequate. Some-
thing vastly different is needed if help is
to he given to the class of farmer who
has the capacity to survive financlally
and the necessary personal equation and
component of character.

I would like to suggest a subsidy on
interest rates is probably the best form
of assistance which could be granted.
Interest rates at the present time are
crippling, They are running at some-
thing like 14 per cent, and even if a
farmer has access to finance from a bank
or a stock firm he just cannot service it
with the present prices of cattlee He
cannot hold the cattle over for any period
of time because he is steadily going back.
If the interest rates could be subsidised,
there is a chance that the individual who
is hard pressed at the moment will he
able to service a debt aft 5 per cent or 7
per cent interest. A subsidy of, say, 7
per cent would mean a total debt servic-
ing of $14 million.

Mr Laurance: We used to have those
sorts of interest rates ance.
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Mr H. D. EVANS: That is so. Let us
have them again. It is not impossible and
it is the kind of assistance which is re-
quired. Instead of wringing their hands,
a5 members of this Government are prone
to do, and pointing to the east saying,
“It ig they who are responsible, not us”,
they should get down to dAning something
meaningful. This is about the only mea-
sure which will help many of the farmers
to remain where they are. The present
schemes have the inherent disability that
the people who receive assistance cannot
do much with it. I take the opportunity
to suggest that provision be made for suh-
sidising interest rates in the 1§75-76
Budget.

I also point out that the limited assis-
tance which has been given has already
been used up by the increased charges
which have affected country producers, es-
peclally those relating to licenses for road
vehicles of all kinds, The Imposts by the
State Energy Commission eannot be re-
lated to the inflation index; they greatly
exceed it. The Tonkin Government in-
creased electricity charges very reluctantly
on one occasion only, in contrast to the
record of the present Government. Water
charges have also hit all country pro-
ducers; and charges in the irrigation
areas, which will be discussed at a future
time, have had a direct effect. Any assis-
tance forthcoming to farmers in the south-
west has been more than offset by the
charges imposed by this Government.

If further assistance is not granted to
these farmers, their outlook will be very
grim indeed. The only way to assist them
is by a reduced or subsidised interest rate.
There is no other way in which the far-
mers, who can make a contribution in the
long term, can be saved.

MR HARMAN (Maylands) [8.29 pm.l1:
The Supply Bill provides the opportunity
for Parliament to assess the performance
of the Premier and Treasurer, hecause he
is asking Parliament to appropriate cer-
tain funds to the Government until the
legislation dealing with the Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure has been ap-
proved. On that basis, the Opposition has
the opportunity to assess the performance
of the Premlier and Treasurer, and in order
to do 50 we must examine what he says
and then examine what he does.

Mr O'Conner; Do you assess the Prime
Minister as well?

Mr HARMAN: If we examined the per-
formance of the six Premiers of Western
Australia since the last World War, we
would find the present Premier has said
the most and achieved the least.

Of all the six Premiers, 8ir, he has been
the one from whom we have had a whole
series of promises and platitudes—called
the sayings of Premier Court. The people
of Western Ausiralia had their hopes and
expectations built up solely so that the
Premier could gain political power. As we
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know now, Sir, the people of Western Aus-
tralia have had their hopes and expec-
tations dashed. In fact, the words of the
Premier were endless, but it is regrettably
true that they were also empty, I am not
stating something here which cannot be
proved. Even in the last two years we
have heard literally countless accusations
and statements from the Premier and these
indicate that my remarks are quite true.
Some 18 months ago our imaginations
were stirred by the famous saying of the
Premier that he would put things right.
Later on he made these statements—

We need a Government that stands
up to Canberra;

We need a Government that puts
Western Australia first and fights to
put things right;

We have g strong programme of
well-planned economic growth; and

We are concentrating on better ideas,
better plans, better management, bet-
ter results.

What are the facts? What is the reality
of the situation in Western Australia? The
Premier said he would put things right
and he would stop inflation. The increase
in the cost of living in Perth was the
highest of any capital city in Australia.
Qur unemployment figures rose from below
2 per cent when the Tonkin Government
was in office to a maximum of something
like 5.2 per cent of the population, dur-
ing the term of the present Government.
Even now the unemployment rate is much
higher than it was when the Tonkin Gov-
ernment went out of office.

Mr O’Neil: It is lower than the national
average.

Mr HARMAN: That is the reality of the
situation. The people of Western Australia
could not be blamed; our dazzling Premier
said that he would defeat the problem of
inflation. He said that inflation came about
because there were too many strikes. He
sajd that the simple answer to inflation
was to beat the shortages that were driv-
ing up prices.

Previously our Premier assured the
people of Western Australia that he would
clean up the unemployment problem in
six months. He has had 16 months and the
rate of unemployment rose from below 2
per cent to & maximum of 5 per cent
hefore it slipped back to a figure of nearly
4 per cent.

Mr O’Connor: What was the date on
which he said that?

Mr HARMAN: It was in August, 1972,

8ir Charles Court: I am glad you said
that—

Mr HARMAN: He wanted the oppor-
tunity to improve unemployment figures.

Sir Charles Court: —because then we
had a Government in Canberra that would
let us.

1861

Mr HARMAN: Oh no, the Premier did
not make any qualifications such as that,

Sir Charles Court: It happens to be true,

Mr HARMAN: The Premier knew that
the onily opportunity he would have to
solve the unemployment problem—

Sir Charles Court: August 1972, that is
the crucial thing!

Mr HARMAN: —would be when his
party became the Government.

Sir Charles Court: That iIs right.

Mr HARMAN: And the only opportunity
he had was when the State election came
arcund in 1974.

Mr Barnett: He said he would clean up
inflation State by State.

Mr HARMAN: The Premier did not
qualify his statment with any “ifs” or
“buts”. He said that if elected to Govern-

ment he would solve the unemployment
problem.

Mr O’Connor: We did not have the same
Government in Canberra.

Sir Charles Court: In August, 1972, we
were quite happy to take it on.

Several members interjected.
SPEAKER: Order! .

Mr HARMAN: In the Liberal Party
policy speech, delivered on the 14th March,
1974, our present Premier said that his
party was concerned about the upward
trend of rates, taxes, and Government
charges. He was concerned zll right, and
since his party became the Government, he
has done soiething about putiing them up.

Mr Jamieson: We will have something to
say about that tomorrow.

Mr HARMAN: I cannot think of one
Government charge which has not been
increased in the 16 months of the Court
Government. I do not think the Govern-
ment could name one Government charge
that has not been scrutinised and in some
way increased. As I have said, the Premier
assured the public of Western Australia
that he would defeat inflation. Previgusly
he undertock to solve unemployment. We
still have these two problems in Western
Australia, and it 1s obvious the Premier
has failed on both counts.

My next point is in regard to the sorry
position Western Australla would be in if it
were not for the massive infusion of Aus-
tra)lan Government money in the last 16
months.

Sir Charles Court: Don’t give us that!

Mr HARMAN: That is the reality of the
situation.

Sir Charles Court: It 1ll-becomes you.

Mr Watt: That is just giving people the:r
jobs back.

Mr HARMAN: This masslve amount of
money has been spent in various aress,
some of it in unison with State Govern-
ment spending and some of it to provide
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new and excellent facilities both for the
young and the old. The State Government
would never have had the opportunity or
the finance for many of these projects.
This money has provided employment and
the means for many factories in Western
Australia to produce certain products so
that these facilitles could be provided.

The education system Iin Western Aus-
tralia has been revolutionised since 1972.
The Australian Labor Government has
been able to provide millions of dollars
through the RED Scheme which has meant
employment for thousands of men and
women. A great number of community
projects have been completed or are in the
process of construction. As a State we
ought to acknowledge assistance of this
type provided to us by the Australian
Government.

Mr Shalders: With whose money—our
money!

Mr HARMAN: Of course it is our money,
and there is nothing wrong with that. We
never had that sort of money prior to 1972,
As long as this State Government is in
office, it will never acknowledge that we
have had an infusion of Australian Gov-
ernment money since the Labor Party tock
office in Canberra. The State Government
refuses to acknowledge it. I can recall last
vear that I had to ask the Minister for
Local Government to raise his voice when I
forced him to tell the House the amount
of Australian Government assistance which
had been made available directly to local
authorities in the State of Western Aus-
tralia. It is the first time money of this
sort has been made available direct to local
authorities.

Mr Rushton: That is a ot of rubbish.

Mr HARMAN: The Minister must ack-
nowledge that sort of assistance. In the
City of Stirling it meant $50¢ 000 last year
and another $500 000 this vear. Now it
must be acknowledged by this Parliament
that the assistance is coming to Western
Australia from the Federal Government.

Mr Rushton: It is still not as much as
the States are giving to local government.

Mr HARMAN: Here we have the situa-
tion that the Premier has made all these
statements and promlises but he has heen
unable to fulfil them. If we analyse the
performance of the Premier in these terms,
the only conelusion we can come to is that
the people of Western Australlay have been
subjected to one of the greatest confidence
tricks ever perpetrated. They have been
conned by our Premier into believing that
all sorts of things would happen and they
have not happened. The Premier said a
few more things.

I invite members to examine the follow-
ing interesting statement made by the
“remier during a television broadcast in
Mzrch, 1974—

We see Government as a service and
not as a dictatorship.
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That is & very interesting statement, and
I am sur: the members of the Country
Party, along with many other people in
Western Australia, are interested in that
quote,

I have not yet had an opportunity to
determine whether the Premier today
tabled ilbie report of the Royal Commission
which inquired into the franchise of the
SGIO.

Mr Davies: He didn’t.

Mr HARMAN: I honestly cannot see any
reason at all for the Premier not to table
that report. If it is so that various Gov-
ernment departments arz analysing the
report and preparing submissions upon it,
they could still make their analyses and
prepare submissions if the report were
tabled in this House, Just because the
Royal Commissioner brought down a re-
port does not mean that the law musi be
changed immediately, Bearing in mind the
report was requested by the previous Gov-
ernment, I do not think the present Gov-
ernment has any right to withhold 1t from
the public. The Premier informed me
that the report was available to *he
Cabinet in May, 1974, If is now August,
1975, and we still have not seen it, so it
has been withheld for over 12 months, I
have asked the Premier on half a dozen
occasions if he would be kind enough to
make the report available, and each time
he has said that he will, but something
must happen here or there first,

The whole philosophy of the Premier is
that it is all right to make statements to
excite the people, but they must not be
told anvthing, nor should they be allowed
to participate in government. “Keep them
at arm’s length; don't involve them®; that
is the philosophy of the Premier, and I
have seen it time and time again in this
place when we have asked for Select Com-
mitiees or Royal Commissions. On every
occasion that we have asked for some sort
of inquiry into a particular problem—one
in which we wished the public to partici-
pate—our Premier has said, “No, we don’t
want th2 public of Western Australia to
be involved. We know what is right. We
have a divine right to rule, and we will
rule without consulting the public and do
what we want to do.”

So it is all very well for the Premier to
say, "We see Government as a service and
not as a dictatorship”, because he is there
to con the people.

Then later on in the same television
broadcast he said—

A properly staffed enquiry office will
be established in the centre of the city
whetre city people ean ask about any-
thing concerning Government depart-
ments and get some positive guidance.

Mr Davies: Except the SGIO.
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Mr HARMAN: During the same hroad-
cast our Premier also said—

I spoke earlier of the housing short-
age. I speak now of the housing land
shortage which is forcing prices up.
Land cannot be sold for homes until
it gets essential services. The Liberal
answer is an imaginative-—

A very emotive word. He continued-—

—new scheme te arranze finance for
the missing serviees to end the land
shortage, to create competition and to
hold prices down.

Here is the crux of his statement, which
I claim is a deliberaie con of the people
of Western Australia.--

For low income earners we've got a
nractical plan to helv them get both
home and land.

Sir Charles Court: My wcrd, we have,

Mr HARMAN: Note the words, ‘‘we've
got”. Last session in this House the Pre-
mier admitted that he did not have a
plan, but that one had heen requested
from the housing study group. He ad-
mitted that so far no plan had been
formed. Yet, in March, 1974, he told the
people of Western Ausfralia that he had
a plan. What has happened to that plan?
Where is it? The plan is similar to the
Pilbara plan we used to hear about; it was
never in the files of the department, but
in the Premier's head. However the Pre-
mier’'s statement offiered some hope to the
people of Western Australia, and particul-
arly to low income earners, They thought,
“Qh, Sir Charles Court has a plan!”

Mr Davies: They call him Charlie,

Mr HARMAN: This is a deliberate con-
fidence trick. I go on to make another
quote from the same television broadeast—

We will set up an independent body
to be a wateh dog for the public to
see that the laws and the regulations
do not trespass unduly on pesonal
rights and liberties, and this body will
see that the public is better informed
oh by-laws, regulations, documents, re-
ports that are tabled in Parliament.

That is very emotive sfuff designed par-
ticularly to attract people to say, “Well,
we will be able to participate; this is the
style of government that we like.” But,
of course, no such bhody has emerged.

I could go on because the list T have is
endless. However, unfortunately for the
pecple of Western Australia these are
empty statements,

I am reminded =again of an English
Prime Minister (Mr MacMillan) who once
said that a rolitician in particular is un-
able to disguise himself for long, and the
mask he wears will be taken away. In
other words, the rublic soon realizes what
sort of a man a politician is by the number
of statements he makes and the veracity
of those statzments when they are assessed
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—not immediately, but later. I am sorry to
say that the Premier is facing that situa-
tion at the moment.

I believe the people of this State now
realise they have been conned. They realise
the Premier has not been able to do many
of the things he said he would do, and
that he has already been forced to back-
track on gquite a few of his statements
which were designed solely to influence
the people and with no intention of carry-
ing them out. I feel sure the Premier is
well aware of the attitude of the publie
towards him and his Gavernment. Of
course, being ever resourceful, the next
thing we hear from him is that electoral
houndaries wiill be changed, We will have
something to say about that later on.

It is now 90 days since the Premier’s
leadership came under question when the
member for Mt Marshall—then the
Deputy Premier—and the member for
Stirling—then the Chief Secretary—
walked out of the coalition. At the time
the President of the Country Party said
the reason for this action was the one-
man-band style of government by the Pre-
mier. Even the member for Mt. Marshall
—who T think showed admirable courage
to walk out of the coalition with his two
other Ministers—said, “We have the guts to
stand up for what we believe in.,” I think
that was a big thing for a Deputy Premier
in a coalition Government to do. He had
had enough and so had the Country Party,
and that is the reason he walked out.

Those members wanted to stand on their
principles, and that is what they did. But
along came the member for Katanning.
When I came into the House last year and
first saw the member for Katanning sitting
on the other side I said to one of my
colleagues, I thought the member for
Katanning was a member of the Country
Party.” My colleague replied, “Yes, he is”
and I said, “But he is sitting between two
Liberals over there.” I notice that the
member for Mt. Marshall also is sitting
between two Liberals.

Lgr Jamieson: He had no other seat to
go to.

Mr HARMAN: I found this strange, but
did not think any more about it. Later,
the member for Katanning had some words
to say about our Premier. He said that
he was inflexible and unbending. I think
it was only a day or so before he walked
back into coalition that he said the views
of the two parfies were irreconcilable,

When I heard that comment, I thought
of the member for Collie, because over the
vears that member has taken a great in-
terest in the affairs of the Country Party.
He missed out on an invitation to the
wedding of the Country Party and the
National Alliance because of some mal-
function or another; nor did he receive
an invitation to the divoree of the Country
Party from the Naticnal Alliance.

Mr B. T. Burke: And now it is a de
facto relationship.
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Mr HARMAN: He did not receive an
invitation to the wedding of the Country
Party and the Liberal Party, and I felf
sure that with all the gyrations which
were going on, with the Country Party
walking out of coalition and then perhaps
going back and perhaps not going back,
the member for Collie would have been
well and truly giddy. I am only sorry he
is not here tonight to take part in this
dehate, when we are discussing the affairs
of the coalition and the leadership of the
Premier.

As 1 said, along came the member for
Katanning and led the party back into
corlition in a way which I suggest was
akin to that famous Norweglan politician
Vidkun Quisling, who got up to all soris
of tricks and has quite a history, I then
discovered that the now Leader of the
Country Party was a former member of
the Liberal Party.

Mr Jamieson: What makes you think
he has ever given them away?

Mr Bryce: You could not he elected
member for Katanning if you were a
member of the Liberal Party.

Mr HARMAN: So, everything started to
fit into place, and we had the member
for Katanning, an ex-Liberal, as & Minister
of the Government and the former
Leader of the Country Party and Deputy
Premier sitting on the back benches be-
cause of his principles.

Mr Barnett: I wonder how the member
for Mt. Marshall feels about that.

Mr HARMAN: I suggest he feels quite
proud of himself. While discussing Lhe
member for Katanning, the now Minister
for Agriculture, I should like to say that
when I write letters to Ministers I believe
it is only courteous that I receive an answer
direct to me, rather than see the answer
printed in a Press release.

I wrote to the Minister and asked him
whether he would make avallable to the
Opposition committees relating to con-
sumer affairs and agriculture an officer of
his department with experiehce in matters
relating to the milk industry. Although
I have not received an answer, Press ¢om-
ment, last week indicated that the Minister
had agreed to supply the committees with
such an officer. I do not think that is the
best way to start off in the Ministry; I
think common courtesy calls for a letter
to be supplied to the member making the
request. However, the Minister is new
to the game; perhaps if we bring these
maftters to his sattentlon now, they will
not occur again in the future.

Mr Nanovich: You are noit upsefting
him at all, you know.

Mr HARMAN: I do not know the mmem-
ber for Katanning, so I would not know.
We then had a situation which arose a
few weeks ago from an action taken by
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the Industrial Commission under the
powers conferred upon it by section 132
of the Industrial Arbitration Aect. Prior
to taking this action, the Industrial Com-
mission wrote to the unions registered
under the commission and advised therx
that it was considering the possibility of
tzking action under section 132, g section
of the Act dealing with strikes and lock-
outs.

There is nothing wrong with such a
proposal because the necessary power s
contained in an Act of Parllament, and
the commission’s job is to ensure that, as
far as the administration of the commis-
sion is concerned, Acts of Parliament are
upheld. When I first heard about this
matter, I immediately asked the Premier
to Intervene. I did so for two very good
reasons, although there were many other
reasons. Firstly, a previous Government
of Western Australla—not the ‘Tonkin
Government, but the Brand-Nalder Gov-
ernment—had written to the Australian
Government informing it that Western
Auvstralia accepted the particular ILO con-
ventions which recognised the right to
strike. The Government has not denied
entering into such a contract with the
Australian Government, and I cannot for
the life of me understand why the Minister
for Labour and Industry refuses to table
the relevant correspondence.

Mr Grayden: I have sald that you ean
come to my office and look at the file at
any time. What is the difference between
that and tabling the letters?

Mr HARMAN: If I go down to the
Minister's office and have a Iook at the
file I am bound by some rule that I must
keep the information confidential,

Mr Grayden: You can see precisely what
is on the file and exbress your thoughts
gin the matter. You know what the situa-

on is.

Mr HARMAN: If the Minister is pre-
pared to assure me that I can examine
the file in his office and then return to
the House and quote from that corres-
pondence, I would be happy to view the
file; however, the Minister is not prepared
to give me that assurance.

What the Minister wants me to do is
fo go to his office, look through the cor-
respendence and see the letter written by,
I think, the now Deputy Premier inform-
ing the Australian Government that the
Government of Western Australia sup-
ported the particular ILO conventions to
which I have referred, but not quote
directly from that correspondence. Why
cannot that letter be tabled? What is the
secret? Wheat is all the hassle about? If
the letter is there in black and white—I
am fairly sure it is; do not forget that
we had three years in government, too—
what is wrong with tabling the letter?
Does it not merely confirm that the Gov-
ernment accepted these ILO conventions?
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Mr Grayden: It was the non-Labor
Governments which agreed.

Mr HARMAN: That is what I am tryving
to prove.

Mr Grayden: You are trying to prove
nothing of the sort.

Mr HARMAN: I am trying to establish
that a CGovernment of which the Premier
and Deputy Premier were Ministers agreed
to the ILO conventions which recognised
the right to strike.

Mr O'Neil: You said,
strike”,
ventions.

Mr Grayden: Read the conventions!

Mr HARMAN: I have read the conven-
tions.

Mr O'Neil: Read them out to the House.

Mr HARMAN: I do not have to do that.

Mr O'Neil: What about the freedom of
the right to associate?

Mr HARMAN: I know what the Deputy
Premier is getting at. However, the con-
ventions do not say anything which does
not support the right to strike.

Mr O'Neil: Nor does it prohibit freedom
to associate, which is contrary to your
union principles.

Mr HARMAN: But what was said by the
fact-finding commission which investigated
hundreds of cases? It said that inherent
in these JLO conventions was the concept
of the right to strike; members opposite
do not deny that.

Sir Charles Court: Compulsory unionism
is contrary to ILO prineiples.

Mr HARMAN: When the commission
took action under an Act of Parliament, 1
asked the Premier to intervene because a
previous Liberal Government had agreed
to these conventions. The Premier said,
“No, I will not intervene.”

Sir Charles Court: Tell me where we
contravened the ILO convention, because
a union does not have to come under the
Industrial Arbitration Act?

Mr HARMAN: Here we go again.

Sir Charles Court: It does not.

Mr HARMAN: But is it not better If it
does?

Sir Charles Court: It has freedom of
choice.

Mr HARMAN: Would the Premier pre-
fer to see the unions come under the Act
or not?

Sir Charles Court: They do it by cholce.

Mr HARMAN: The Premlier would leave
it to them?

Sir Charles Court: Yes, they do so from
choice.

Mr HARMAN: That was the first rea-
son I asked the Premier to Intervene. The
second reason was that since the Indus-
trial Commission had taken no sort of

‘“the right to
I wish you would read the con-
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action it seemed to me that if we have a
law it cannot be applied indiscriminately
every now and again, because if that were
done it would be a bad law. The third
reason I asked the Premier to intervene
was that I could see that, ultimately,
there would be a general strike in Western
Australia.

Mr O'Neil: Did you check to see whether
the Premier had a right to intervene?

Mr HARMAN: I listened to some of the
Deputy Premier’s wafllings dquring the 1973
debate. As Deputy Leader of the then
Opposition he had some words to say about
intervening at that time, The following
is quite interesting because it is what the
present Deputy Premier had to say then—

Even when management and labour
consent to an industrial award there
must surely be occasions when the
Attorney-General who, I think, is the
Minister for the purposes of this Act,
should have the right to intervene in
the interests of the State and in the
public interest.

Mr O'Neil: And it is still in the Act,
and you are trying to take it out. I am
talking about intervening when the Min-
ister takes mction. There is not any dis-
pute. You ought to know hecause you
were a Minister for Labour,

Mr HARMAN: The Minister did not
take action. The unions were told only
that it was being considered. Fortunately
for Western Australia along comes our
present Minister for Labour and Industry
back from Geneva. He had been there
listening to the ILO convention being
debated, and no doubt listening top some
advice from Bob Hawke and others at-
tending that convention and therefore he
would be well aware of the industrial
scene, Back comes the Minister to this
State with the knowledge that Australia
has ratified the ILO convention. He
knows full well that when unions talk
sbout the right to strike this is inherent
In ILO conventions and, to his credit,
he Immediately got down to taws and
some real talking with the trade union
movement.

Now there are moves afoot which should
have been taken before. We tried to
take them but they were rejected. Moves
are now afaot, I understand, to redraft

sAecttion 132 of the Industrial Arbitration
ct.

The SPEAKER: The member has eight
or hine minutes,

Mr HARMAN: As I see it, one of the
problems in Western Australia at the
moment is that among some Investors
there {s an investment strike. There are
some notable cases where firms in West-
ern Australia are Investing money. The
other day I was fortunate to attend a
dinner with the general manager in Aus-
tralia of G. J. Coles & Co. Ltd. and from
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him I learnt that that company is invest-
ing a large amount of money in Western
Australia in the erection of new shopping
centres and other similar facilities.

Mr Clarko: At the same rate as it was
previously?

Mr HARMAN: I think it is even greater.
The company proposes to erect five or six
large supermarkets. That is the sort of
investment we welcome in this State. There
are others also, of course, that are invest-
ing money in Western Australia for some
reason or other, but there are quite a
number who are on an investment strike.
All that is needed here is a word from
the Premier indicating some enthusiasm
for Western Australia. Instead of knoek-
ing the system as he is now, he should
endeavour to encourage more people to
invest in Waestern Australia.

The ather day I noticed a Press report
in which he seemed to take Lang Hancock
to task because that gentleman had an-
nounced the proposed development of the
Marandoo iron ore deposits. I can only
assume that he must have made the an-
nouncement ahead of the Premier, be-
cause no doubt the Premier would want
to announce it first.

Sir Charles Court: I did not take him
to task,

Mr HARMAN: The Premier, I under-
stand, was not too happy about Mr Han-
cock’s announcement. Apparently he has
some sort of argument with him as to
whether or not Mr Hancock had received
a letter of intent.

Sir Charles Court: There is no argu-
meit.

Mr HARMAN: Well, the Premier says
there is no argument. With the sort
of situation we have in Western Australia
at the moment all that is needed is for
the Premier to forget all about the
“economic disasters” that are cmerging
from Canherra. People want to invest in
Western Ausfralia; people are investing
in Western Australia and with a little more
encouragement from the Premier many
more people would invest in this State.
If the $6 000 miilion project at Marandoo
gets off the ground many more people will
be investing in Western Australia by ten-
dering for the various contracts that wiil
be let for the proposed development in
that area.

Mr Mensaros: What!
lion?

Mr HARMAN: Probably more. I have
tried to say in the House that the peonle
of Western Ausiralia have been subjected
to a big confidence trick by our Premicy.
They have now, of course, come to realise
the handicap under which they are labour-
ing. I only regret that the performance
of the Government, as bad as it has been,
can only produce a blank in one's mind

For %6 000 mil-
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when one asks oneself what this Govern-
ment has done in the last 16 months, be-
cause it 1s so difficult to think of any-
thing the Government has done.

The SPEAKER: The member has five
more minutes.

Mr HARMAN: In conclusion all I want
to say is that in the Premier's policy
speech in 1974 he said, “There has to be
a better way.” I do not believe the Liberal
way is the befter way. From 1971 to 1374
I think we showed that in this State the
Labor way s the betier way and the
sooner we return to that sort of Govern-
ment the better off the people of Western
Australia will be.

MR HARTREY (Boulder-Dundas) [9.08
p.m.]: As I understand it, we are debating
a Bill which may be cited as the Supply
Act, 1975, the context of which is, in it-
self, illuminating, So far in the debate it
has not received very much comment, but
that is, of course, because it is one of those
debates that allows more latitude than
do others, and most of us who are not
financial geniuses, and some of us who
are not financial at all, get more fun out
of debating other matters than in arguing
about figures such as those set out in
clause 2 of this Bill.

I have been pleased to note that the
dehate has ranged from China to Peru
for quite a long time and I think I will be
able to range even a little further than
that before my contribution to the debate
terminates.

To bhegin with I must congratulate the
member for Maylands on his very apposite
quotation from the propaganda speeches
of the Premier. It is a fine and exalting
principle to declare that “we see govern-
meni as a service and not as a dictator-
ship.” I wonder why it was the Govern-
ment finally saw the Premier not as a
service but as a dictator, so that some of
his Government colleagues departed from
him, shook his “dust”-—I mean the bovine
type—from their shoes metaphorically
speaking and shiffed to the back bench.

In the past the Premier has achieved a
certaln amount of quite honourably-
acquired fame for his great steps forward.
Unfortunately sinee he has become Prem-
ier he has become noted for his great
steps sideways, and he has taken evasive
action whenever the gccasion has arisen.
I do not want to gloat over the position
which has developed hetween the Liberal
element and the Country Party element
of the Government. In the spirit of charity
and brotherhood bhetween all men I con-
gratulate the new Ministers on their ele-
vation to the Ministry, but I would be less
than just and by no means generous if I
did not also congratulate the honourable
member for Mt. Marshall—I use the word
“honcurable” very sincerelv—and the hon-
ourabie member for Stirling for having
forsaken the dictatorship Government, and
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for showing the courage of their convic-
tions by retiring with honour to a less
exaited but perhaps much more dignified
situation.

When &all is said and done, if the Coun-
try Party has any role at all, it is as the
champion of a fairly downtrodden element
in our community—the element which has
a great champion in this House, who is
among the ranks on this side. I refer to
the member for Warren. No-one can say
there is any membet in this House who is
better qualified to put forward the in-
terests of the primary producing element
of Western Australia, than he is.

No member in this House kngows more
about or cares as much for the problems
of the primary producing section of the
community, and certainly the member for
Warren has spoken very eloquently, very
trenchantly and more to the point ahout
that element. The Country Party has for
many years past endeavoured to do it as
well as the member for Warren has been
gifted to do. For that I give him great
credit.

It has been well said that when the
going gets tough the tough get going.
It is up to the Country Party which has
the interests of the rural element at heari
to get going even if it means abandoning
the Liberal Party altogether. Can any mem-
ber tell me what the Liberal Party has
done for the downtrodden elements of the
rural population of Western Australia since
its election to office?

I am not being unfair and I am nof, in-
dulging in cheap invective when I invite
members of the Liberal Party (¢ jcin in
this debate and tell us what they are trying
to do to alleviate the burdens that have
been placed on the rural community—the
people who are going broke as the member
for Warren reminded us a while ago such
as the apple and pear growers and the
people who are experiencing a mighty hard
struggle in making ends meet in milk pro-
duction. In other words they are the pawns
in the game of politics so far as the S¢.
George's Terrace farmers are concerned.
I refer to the stock ang station agents the
mortgagees, the banks and the big and
exalted financial organisations which
bludge on the rural industries and depress
the members who produce the goods that
constitute the preducts of the rural in-
dustries.

Let us be charitable and pass over that
very ugly aspect of the performance of the
present Government since March, 1974. To
come to some matters in which I am quite
interested Dp=rsonally, I note that the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition men-
tioned the subject of the police. I have
often said, and I say it again: the police
form a most valuable adjunct to society.
In fact, without an eflicient Police Force
society can hardly be safeguarded; but an
efficient Police Force does not mean a
tyrannical one. An efficient Police Force
means a just, temperate, and honest force.
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I think that for the most part we have
an efficient Police Force, and we have a
just and reasonable type of force. That is
the rule, but there are exceptions to every
rule. I am happy enough to pay a tribute
to our Police Force, and we certainly have
a courageous force. So, I quite freely and
honestly pay a tribute to the Police Force
for its efficiency, courage, and integrity.
However, there are some “buts”.

I was not at all happy to read in yes-
terday’s newspaper that the police had
“nabbed 1 800 drivers” of motor vehicles, by
hanging around outside hotels waiting to
apprehend the patrons as they stepped
into their cars. I would have thought that
prevention of crime was one of the first
avenues to which the police officers would
be instructed to devote their attention. It
appears that the instructions from those
higher up in the force were not to pre-
vent the commission of offences, but to
neb the drivers of cars in the act of com-
mitting offences.

Mr Watt: It was not quite that.

Mr HARTREY: I do not know whether
the honourable member was among those
who were picked up by the police. If he
has bheen picked up he would know what
I am talking about.

Mr Watk: I suggest you talk to the
Minister.

Mr HARTREY: I suggest the honourable
member talk to the Minister, and allow
me to address the House.

Mr Watt: You should get your Ifacts
right.

Mr HARTREY: I have got my facts right.
The honourable member would know noth-
ing about the matter with which I am
dealing. T know more about the Police
Force of this State than he has ever learnt
in his lifetime.

Mr Watt: I am not talking about the
police but about the number of drivers.

Mr HARTREY: I know what the hon-
ourable member is talking about, but for
the time being I do not want to have a
conversation with him. It would be a
privilege to talk to him about this in the
bar but not in the Chambher.

What the members of the Police Force
have been instructed to do should he
stopped at once, If it is not stopped I will
want to know the reason. The police ought
not to be put in the situation of an agent
provocateur. Police officers should not be
instructed to wait and pounce on drivers.
It should be their duty to approach a
driver who is not fit to drive a car and
say, “You are not fit to get into your car
and drive)” I after warning the driver
gets into the car, then the police should
nab him. If a driver does not have
enough brains to do what he has been
advised by the police then it serves him
right if he is taken to the lockup and later
on fined.
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The drivers should be given the oppor-
tunity to avoid arrest by being warned to
go on their way, to engage a taxi to drive
home, or even fo sleep if off before attempt-
ing to drive. What the police officers have
been instructed to do is wrong and is to
be deplored.

Under Standing Orders I do not think
I am permitted to make any further refer-
ence to the atrocious traffic Bill we passed
here at the end of last year. However, 1
shall not forget the occasion and I shall
not forget the sorry sight of Opposition
members outvoted all the way by people
who, in their hearts, knew very well that
the law was being made far too stringent
and unfair. Some comparatively mild forms
of careless driving could now result in the
equivalent of a manslaughter charge.

A further subject that has been raised
by the member for Maylands has inter-
ested me considerably. I intended to raise
it myself, but I thank him for having done
it so very well. I am referring to insuran_ce.
I appeared before the Royal Commission
investigating the State Government In-
surance Office, and I gave evidence on
behalf of the Labor Party.

I sat and listened to other evidence for
a couple of days and I was much impressed
by some of it. I was looking forward to
the mature judgment of the eminent )udge
who was appointed as Royal Commissioner,
However, T am afraid that despite all the
good intentions of the people who
appointed the Royal Commission, and
despite all the expenditure of public money
on the production of the report, we are to
get nothing at all. The report is to be
kept secret. Here of course is a brilliant
example of where service to the community
takes second place to dictatorship.

Mr Grayden: It will not be secret for
long.

Mr HARTREY : Thank goodness for that.
1 am most encouraged. I am glad indeed
to know it will be made public and there-
fore I will be happy to drop the subject.
However, I do want to say a few words
about insurance.

We cannot open =z newspaper today
without seeing full-page advertisements
beseeching the people to think of their
rights, of private enterprise, and of per-
sonal freedom, by voting for the tariff
insurance companies; those great bene-
factors of the community. This just boils
me.

Mr Davies: They have the biggest build-
ings.

Mr Shalders: What about the full-page
advertisements on Medibank? Did they
make you hoil?

Mr HARTREY: I did not read half of
them. The first address I had the honour
to make in this House contained the fol-
lowing passage—

If a hookmaker loses a bet he must
pay. If he welches he is out. He
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may not pay that one bet, but then
he will never get another one. He
cannot even appear at a racecourse,
whether he is licensed by law, as here,
or whether he is not, as is the case in
many other places. However, he will
not practise if he welches on a het.

This does not apply to the insurance
companies. The insurance company
which did not welch on a bet would
be a freak, I have had s0 many
examples of this that it makes my
heart bleed to think of them.

Then I quoted a few. 1 can quote another
tonight and I will do so presently.

It has become a habit with the Liheral
Party element in this House, when stuck
up a bole, to attack the Federal Govern-
ment, or as it is fondly referred to by
some, the Australian Government. Mem-
hers opposite attack the Federal Govern-
ment as a matter of course; although when
the Liberal Government was in power in
Federal circles it had the same attitude
towards centralism. One thing that mem-
bers of the Liberal Party are upset about
is the terrible thought that there might
be an Australlan insurance corporation.
As members know, I am not a great advo-
cate of any kind of Federal activities
intruding uponh State activities, and I do
not apologise for saying that again as I
have said it before. I would prefer to see
the State authorities operating solely in
the insurance field, and a Federal authority
in its own sphere; but I would far sooner
see either than have us go on the way we
are at present—being exploited by the
tariff companies,

An example of this came to my know-
ledge vesterday out of the blue. The per-
son involved is not a constitutent of mine,
nor is he an acquaintance or anyone who
has had anything whatever to do with me,
I was recommended to him by someone I
do not know because a guestion ¢f insur-
ance law was at issue.

The facts of his case can be briefly
stated. I am not actuated by any vin-
dictiveness towards any company. I will
not even mention its name. 1 told him
straightout that unless we could get some
sort of justice I would give the insurer an
advertisement tonight which would do more
harm than all the pages of advertisements
in the paper. I do it freely and gladly,
without mentioning names. As members
know we are all well and truly above the
law of libel in this House, However, I wil]
not mention the company. I will merely
state the facts and members will judge for
themselves,

The man is a foreigner. He can speak
English, but he brought someone with him
in case there was a certain point he could
not make me understand. However, I did
not need the interpreter., For years and
years on the goldfields I have dealt with
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people who do not speak much English, but
they have been able to make themselves
reasonably undersiood.

Here was the problem. This young fel-
low, between the age of 21 and 25—that is
immaterial—was driving a seven-year-old
Monare which was insured for $1600,
because that is what he owed on the list
price.

Mr Watt: Not with a tariff company?

Mr HARTREY: It was insured with a
tarif company all right. If the honour-
able member does not belive me he can
come and look at the papers afterwards.

Mr Watt: I will.

Mr HARTREY: I wish ihe honourable
member would not interrupt me. I am
not interested in his remarks and I doubt
if anyone else is.

The vehicle was insured for $1600 at
a premium of $106. It was involved in
an accident in March. The driver pulled
up at an intersection, which he was
bound to do fo give way to traffic on his
right, and a car behind crashed into the
back of his vehicle, The damage was
not heavy because the total cost of re-
pairs for the body work was, on the
cheapest quote, $489. Obviously the
damage was not serious because as mem-
bers know there is not a car around today
which can take much belting and be re-
paired for that amount.

However, damage was also done f{o t1e
gearbox and the cost of repai.ing that
was §270. The insurance company said
it would not pay the $270. It was an old
car—seven years old—and consequently the
gearbox would not be much good accord-
ing to the company. It therefore under-
took to pay half the amount. That sounded
fzir enough to me. I rang up the person
who was supposed to repair the gearbox
and asked if the amount for the re-ai's
was $270 and I was told that it wes,
but that the insurance company woald
pay half. 1 was told that therelore my
client would have to pay only $135.

I did not think that was unfair, so I
told my client. He thereupon to'd me
that he had to pay $270. I told h'm he
did not have to pay that amount, bnt
only $135 which is exactly half. I told
him I would ring the insurance company
to check, I did this, and was told by
the company that my client had to pav
the $270. I asked the company why, be-
cause it had said it would pay hLalf the
ecost. 1 was thereupon told that this was
50, but that my client had to pay a fran-
chise of $135. When I asked why, the
representative of the company asked me
had I read the policy. I told him I had
and that the franchise was $85, and not
$135. I was told to have a look at the
pollcy again.

I am used to reading insurance policies,
but I missed this item, I admit, There-
fore, what a foreigner would make of it,
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when he could not read or write English
properly, I cannot imagine. But the in-
formation was there in paragraphs (a),
(b}, and (e¢). Paragraph (a) stated that
any person who was insured would pay
the first $50, no matter who he was.

Any person between the age of 21 and
25 years will pay another $85 on top of
the $50. Then, any person who has had
a previous accident or who is a probation-
ary driver of any age will pay another
$50 on top of that. The result was that
my man paid a premium of $106, then
an additional $270 to have his car re-
paired out of & total cost of £760. The
insurance company got out of it for 50 per
cent of the total cost. Exactly half of
the total is paid in the form of $270
for repairs to the gear hox, and $106 for
the premium. What sort of a game is
that? Would anyone be expected to call
that justice? One insures against total
risk. Of course, if the car is a write of
the owner would be lucky to get $700 for
it even though it is insured for $1 600
because the insurance companies never
pay the full amount for which the vehicle
is insured. They usually pay according
to the market value in the little red book
or the little yellow book—whichever one
they choose. That is the price which
a dealer would have paid for the ecar.

That is the sort of justice which people
are receiving from these companies—opri-
vate enterprise insurance companies. Very
enterprising, believe you me, Sir, and ex-
tremely private! Every insurance volicy
contains an arbitration clause. Portun-
ately, it does not apply to hire-purchase
transactions, because we as a Parliament,
refused to allow it to operate in that con-
text. It has been wiped out as far as hire-
purchase transactions are concerned.
However, where a transaction does not
include a hire-purchase agreement—and
some do not—the policy has an arbitration
clause vunder which a person cannot get
any satisfaction. IHe cannot sue the com-
pany, or go to a court of law as is the
right of every citizen. The clause sets out
that one has to go to a private individual,
vsually a barrister in private practice who
demands a large fee—one does not have to
pay a magistrate, who is paid by the State
—and even thougzh the insurance com-
rany might be involved in a swindle th-re
is a lot of hush hush and no-one knows
about it. I hope the day will presertly
come when arhitration is cut right out
of all contracts. As an experienced nrec-
titioner in Jaw I can assure members that
arbitration is much more expensive than
eny Jitication in anv proner law crirt,
whether it is the Local Court or the High
Court.

Th=re is n~t any nne court as unsatis-
factorvy and exnensive. and unskilled and
hopeless as arbitration. So I sincerely hane
it will he abolished altogether. So much
for that.
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Another subject to which I would like to
devote some of my attention is the right
to strike. This is really something! Here
is & member saying that a worker has the
right to strike. That Is a shocking thing
to say! However, 1 say that a worker
has a right to strike.

It will be said that the person who has
a right to strike will ruin the community.
The community will be conspired against
by workers trying to get something more
than they are entitled to. People will
suffer because of the loss of electric power
and the disruption of railway transport
and air transport. It is claimed that tre-
mendous jnconvenience will be caused to
the community, and here is & man who
has the cheek to get up in Parliament and
say that the workers have a right to strike!

Let us lack at the eclaim that a working
man has not the right to strike. What
way has a man who is a labourer, or who
is a tradesman skilled in only one par-
ticular branch of industry, of earning his
living except by his wages? If he has not
the right to say he refuses to give his
services for the wages which are offered
to him, and that he wants a certain wage
and will not work for less, why should
he not have the right to strike? He did
not have the right to refuse to work in
early feudal! times, and he did not have
the right in the days of William the Con-
queror. He did not have the right until
the black death, but after that he did
have the right for a while because so0
many people were wiped out during that
plague that his labour was at a premium.

However, Parliament then passed a law,
the contravention of which was punish-
able by flogging or death, to say that a
worker had to work for the wages paid
prior to the black death. The workers
were serfs; they were slaves—though not
chattel slaves as they were in America
more than 130 years ago. However, they
were hound to the soll and were not
allowed to go from village to village with-
out the permission of their masters. If
a worker did flee to another town and was
dragged back before a vear expired he was
flogged or put to death. It was nothing
for a serf to he hanged. That was a fine
time during which to live!

If a person says he will not work tomor-
row because he is not getting enough for
his labour, or he is not getting what he
used to get in proportion to other people
of a similar status, he is breaking the law,
He will not be hanged or fogged because
such stupid Iaws cannot be enforced today,
and there is no reason why they should.
If there were a power in this State to
effectively drive a working man into the
position where he had to accept work or
starve, what sort of a country would we
have? I certainly would not want to be a
citizen of such countiry; much as I love
Western Australia. I would emigrate.
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Why is there not a right to strike? It
is a fundamental right of a human being.
A man who has not the right to refuse his
labour is a slave. So do not come to me
whining that the worker does not have
the right, or should not have the right,
to strike. What rubbish! It simply
nauscates me. I belteve the wall-inten.
tioned people who take the entirely oppo-
site view do not have the human sympathy
to realise what it means.

Ancother part of the policy of the
Liberal Party since March of last year,
to which I will devecte some attention, is
the famous subject of education., I am
very much inclined to be impatient with
people who keep on talking about educa-
tion. I made some similar remarks about
a year ago to the effect that man thinks
he has control over words, but words
sometimes revolt and have control over
men. The word “education” is quite often
one of these revolting expressions. It is
sometimes used but not necessarily in
relation to the education of students. What
does our glorious Liberal Party propose we
should have for an education policy? It
proposes pre-schocl education; pretending
to teach tiny children while their mothers
play bridge? Giving the children some-
thing to do; spending public money on
“teaching dear little children to play”.

A cat knows intuitively how to teach
its kittens. It is Instinetive to animals
of the human race, as well as to the quad-
rupeds and our feathered friends, to amuse
themselves and make social contacts at
the age of two or three. It is interesting
to se2 how a couple of children who do not
know each other become pally. We do not
need pre-schoo! education to teach chil-
dren that kind of thing; but that is what
we are gefting, and we are spending Gov-
ernment money on it. It is a lot of boloney.

We also presuppose we can changes
the level of adolescent life by a whoie
12 months simply by passing an Act of
Parliament. It has been the custom for
a long time now to have youths and girls
of 12 years of age going into the first year
of high school. We will institute a reform
and make them fit for high school at 11 by
Act of Parliament, which is as silly as to
pass an Act of Parliament requiring it to
rain every second washing day through the
winter season.

That is the education policy of the
Liberal Party. Of course, it cannoi{ im-
plement the policy because it does not have
the money to do so. I certainly do not
rejoice over the situation of our State Gov-
ernment being short of money except on
this solitary occasion. Under the existing
constitutional arrangements with the Fed-
eral Government, the State Governments
are kept short of money, which annoys me
very much; but when I find the State Gov-
ernment cannot find enough money to in-
dulge in this piffling nonsense I rejoice, be-
cause it is a lot of boloney.
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Mr Sibson: Obviously you have no chil-
dren young enough to go to pre-school.

Mr HARTREY: At my age! I am 743,
There are other aspects of our civilisation
to which I could possibly devote some time
but perhaps I should leave things as they
are ab present. I have the greatest faith
in my fellow man. I have the kindest
feelings towards my fellow men—those on
this side of the House, anyway—and I do
not think it would be fair to devote my
speech entirely to invective or denhuncia-
tion, even of my political opponents. They
have their merits and their faults, as we
have ours. We are inclined to rejoice over
their internecine disputes, and they have
plenty of opportunity to rejoice over ours
if it comes to that. In the spirit of friend-
liness I will conclude by saying that with
all their faults I love them still.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [(9.44
p.m.1: No doubt the member for Boulder-
Dundas is one of the most benevolent
members on our side, and I will see
whether I ecan do something to let the
House know that we, as an Opposition,
are not quite so happy with the Govern-
ment's performance as he might lead one
to believe.

The Supply Bill requires Parliament to
make money available to the Government
so that it can continue to run the State
until such time as the Budget is brought
down and dealt with. As the Leader of the
Opposition said earlier this evening, ai-
though we should prohably say we deny
supply, we are noi of that mind because we
believe the Government should run ity full
term of three years unless it does some-
thing fairly drastic. I have not quite made
up my mind what would be drastic enough
to ask the Government to resign. Perhaps
on ancther occasion later this week we
will be able to do that; but I join with the
Leader of the Oppasition in supporting the
Bill for the continuation of the Public
Service although I must express coneern
about the fact that we are nob getting
value for the money we are spending, in
my opinion.

I believe the Public Service is grinding
to a halt for two reasons. One is {he fear
on the part of the different branches and
some Ministers in taking what they con-
sider to be the necessary and appropriate
action to run their departments; the other
in the lack of stafl to run the departments.
I heiieve these matters can be driven
straight home to the Treasurer. Very
creditably—and here again is an iiem
which curries favour with the electorate—
he said he would }limit the growth in the
Public Service during the year which has
just ended to 2 per cent. He thought that
was reasonable. Indeed, we have seen the
Federal leader try to go one better.

I do not want to discuss Federal polities
and draw red herrings across the trail, but
last year there were perhaps greater in-
crezges in the Federal Public Service than
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there would normally have been and it is
time to call a halt. The Treasurer of this
State seemed to think 2 per cent was an
arbitrary figure, and he would not go
beyond it. Trouble has been experienced
in interpreting what the 2 per cent means.
Despite what has been said in this House,
I believe even if public servants are ap-
pointed whose salaries are paid by the Aus-
tralian Government, they are counted as
part of the 2 per cent. That was denied
by the Treasurer earlier this year.

However, following a direction which
came from the Pubiic Service Board in
about February last—I think it was prob-
ably directive number 11—the heads of
branches were left in some confusion as
to how they should apply the growth rates
for their departments within the arbitrary
figure of 2 per cent which had bcen set
down by the Treasurer. Indeed, the Public
Service Board was reluctant or unable to
give a decision on some recommendations
for appeointment, many of which had been
outstanding for a long tinie—once again
because of lack of understanding of the
Treasurer’s direction.

Towards the end of the first part of this
session I asked a question regarding the
appointment of a pre-school health screen-
ing team which was to be set up and paid
for by the Federal Government through
the Australian Children’s Comnmission.
The team was to comprise a medical officer
for child health, a soeial worker, a speech
therapist, three trained nurses, and a
typist. The proposal was put up some
considerable time before I asked on the
1st May whether the team had been
appointed.

The Minister led me to belleve that a
team had been appointed and that the
matter was going ahead satisfactorily.
The reply was as follows—

Thz pre-school team is in the pro-
cess of formation and action is
beir_lg_ taken to create the necessary
Positions under the Public Service Act.

At the time I asked that question I helieve
no decision had been taken. The matter
was still with the Public Service Board
and some confusion existed as to who
would makz the recommendation and
whether or not the board was allowed to
make the appointments even though the
salaries for the positions were to be paid
for by the Australian Government, The
board still did not know whether these
appointments were to be part of the 2 per
cent overall increase in the staff of the
Public Health and Medical Departments
or whether they were to stand a'one. I do
not think that question has been resolved
properly as yet.

When I asked that question the decision
had not been made, but between the time
of asking the question and the tirne it wasg
answered the approval was given by the
Public Service Board. I balieve that at
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that stage no-one wanted to say approval
had not been given.

A few days later I asked whether these
appointments would be affected by ihe
Premier’'s direction regarding the growth
of the Public Service and the answer to
thal was “No™”, Al & laler stage I may ask
for the board’'s direction to be tabled.

Indeed, the Public Service Board does
not know what it is doing in regard to the
appointment of staffl hecause it cannot
interpret properly the directions given by
the Premier. Without proper regard for
the functioning of one department against
another, the Premier has set an arbitrary
growth figure of 2 per cent. 1t may be
that this will have adverse effects on some
departments, be acceptable to others, and
some may be able to get by. However, the
fact remains that the Premier has set this
limit of 2 per cent, and that illustrates his
attitude towards the growth of a service
responsible for running this State,

Some sappointments are necessary and
although they have been agreed to by
everyone who is reasonable and respensible
within the Public Service, they are not be-
jng made because of the Premier’s direc-
tion. As a result, work is either falling
behind or an extra work load is being
placed on some people who cannot cope
reasonably with it. It is for this reason
T believe it is taking much longer to ob-
tain information and replies to queries
from Government departments. Indeed, the
Premier's Department is probably one af
the worst in this regard. Back in October
I wrote to the Premier seeking further in-
formation about a question, I let the matter
go for several months and I then wrote
agein, Someone from the department tele-
phoned me to say that my original letter
could not be found. I let the department
have a copy of my letier, but I still have
not had a reply. I believe also this is not
an isolated instance and other members
of Parliament—at least on this side of the
House—have found they have had to wait
g very long time to receive a reply from
the Premier’s Department or from other
branches. I see the Deputy Premier is be-
coming a little irritated so I must say that
1 will excuse the Public Works Department.
I must be fair and say that his department
always replies reasonably promptly to my
queries.

Mr O'Neil: The member for Kalamunda
would not agree with you. He has a ques-
tion on the notice paper about a delayed
letier.

Mr DAVIES: I was just intending to add
that I do not always receive prompt service
in maintaining my office. No-one is perfect
all the time.

Although we are making money avail-
able to the Government to run the State,
we do not like the way it is being run.
We believe the Civil Service is very un-
happy ahout the treatment it recelves from
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the Government, and the responsibility for
this can be shot home directly to the Pre-
mier because of his lack of direction and
his arbitrary limit of the growth rate of
the Civil Service to 2 per cent.

The Opposition is unhappy about many
other actions taken by this Government,
and many times we have raised our eye-
brows about things it has done. At this
stage I do not believe I shall go into the
dealings of the urban land commission—if
that is its correct title—except to say that
some very harsh things were said ahout a
proposal made by fhe Tonkin Government
for such a body. We were told that prob-
ably this was the worst type of Govern-
ment control which could be instituted, and
a matter of this type should be left en-
tirely to private enterprise; it was not one
for the Government at all, We now find
that this bedy has been working without
the backing of legislation, and no doubt it
has great difficulty in working effectively.
This is a double turnarcund on the part
of the Government. A body proposed by
us is said to be absolutely unacceptable to
the public and harmful to the State at
large, and yet here is this Government
setting up exactly what we proposed to
set up.

I was very surprised also to find out that
the Government is sponsoring a study of
the necessity for a port in the region of
the mouth of the Moore River. This is the
area we proposed to call—

Mr O’Neil: Salvado.

Mr DAVIES: —Salvado. I thank the
Minister. It was intended to name the port
Eglinton, after the Eglinton Rocks. At
that time the Premier said, ''Surely to
goodness you do not intend to forget Bun-
bury. The whole future of the State re-
volves around Bunbury, That will be the
area for development."

Sir Charles Court: It has been done.

Mr DAVIES: The Premier also said, “You
canhot spend any of our money and use
our resources in another area. Bunbury
is the place we love and Bunbury is the
place to develop.” Now together with the
Australian Government, I understand—
and I hope its money is not tainted—
the State Government is sponsoring a
feasibility study of the area in and around
Moore River. Had the Tonkin Govern-
ment been returned to office, such a study
would have been completed by now. We
knew the necessary terms of reference and
we knew how the study was to be set up.
‘The project would have been proceeded
with straightaway. We are now 18 months
behind what would have been the position
had we remained in office.

This is another example of an ahout-
face on the part of the Government. Such
a study was not wanted when the Gov-
ernment was in Opposition, but now it is
the Government it is highly desirable. It
is matters such as this that make people
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very suspicious about this Government. I
could deal with many other similar pro-
jects but I do not think I will do that
now because we are dealing mainly with
money.

The next matter I wish to raise, although
I will not dwell on it, is in relation to
the developments—and I use that term
loosely—since the House last met; that is,
the falling out of the friends of the
coalition between the Liberal Party and the
Country Party, or the Naticnal Alliance,
the National Country Party, the National
Democratic Party, or whatever it is cur-
rently called.

I noted that the trouble seems to boil
over whenever the Premier is away. On
the first occasion there was an argument
about the Lamb Marketing Board when the
Premier was absent. I think on the recent
occasion he was in America solving the
inflation preoblems not only of Western
Australia and Australia, but of the whole
world; and again there was a blow-up of
feelings in the Cabinet,

Only three people really deserve con-
gratulations out of ali this. I feel we must
congratulate the two ex-Ministers who now
sit on the back bench for the firm stand
they took. Perhaps they surprised us all,
because the action they took is not an
action that one takes lightly. One does
not lightly give up a position in the Min-
istry; it is something which is highly prized
and although it means a great deal of
work—as anyone who has been a Minister
will know—it is a position in which one
takes a great deal of pride and in which
one does not mind working hard. So to
make a sacrifice like that, irrespective of
whether a member wishes to continue
farming or to continue in privete enter-
prise, and to give away the pride that
goes with being a Minister is a very hard
thing to do.

When the anncuncement was first made
the feeling was that it was London to a
brick on that the whole matter would
blow over in two or three days and that
the persons who resigned would be back in
the Government. However, the member for
Mt. Marshall and the member for Stirl-
ing are to be applauded for the stand they
took. I only hope the electorafe at large
will recognise this at the next election;
and I hope those members will be able to
further the interests of their party from
the positions they now occupy, perhaps in
a more forceful manner than they might
have been able to do in the Cabinet,

The third person I would like to con-
gratulate i{s the Premier, because there is
no doubt he emerged not as the king, but
as more of a dictator. I think that is the
better title for him. Despite all the harsh
things said about him by his iriends from
Queensland and other areas, despite all
the things people within this State—and
some from within his own parity—sald
about him privately, and despite all the
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things members of the Country Party or
National Alllance, or whatever it Is cur-
rently called said about him, he was the
one who emerged in the winning position.
There is no doubt now that he holds the
whip hand, and he will have his way for as
long as the people of Western Australia
are content to leave him there-—and, more
importantly, for as long as his own mem-
bers are prepared to have him as their
leader. Therefore I think he deserves our
congratulations for emerging in the man-
ner in which he did.

I intended to express socme concern in
respect of the decislon regarding pre-
school education centres, but some of the
concern I feel in regard to the money
which 1s being spent has already been
expressed by the member for Boulder-
Dundas. Perhaps I would not have ex-
pressed all the sentiments he expressed,
but I would like to mention my concern
at the lack of cohesion amongst the bodles
which have a real interest in and, I hope,
some real control aver, pre-school centres
in Western Australia. Another matter for
concern is the way in which funds are
being allocated. For instance, in the Bent-
ley area there are already two kinder-
gartens, and in addition a pre-school class
has been established in one of the local
schools. It seems that this area is being
flooded with pre-school education oppor-
tunities which might be better provided
in some other areas. I am not aware that
any policy has been announced in respect
of this matter, but perhaps the Govern-
ment will have an opportunity to let us
know its thinking on 1t. A great deal of
money has been spent in this area of late,
most of it provided by the Australian
Government.

Mr Laurance: And they are determining
the areas in which the centres are situated.

Mr DAVIES: I did not think the Austra-
Iian Government would be allowed to do
that, but it is good to know it is possible.
I think the person who pays the piper Is
entitled to call the tune some of the time.
I know In the past there have been areas
of wanton waste of public money, and if
money c¢an be properly spent on agreed
plans by laison between the Australian
and State Governments then I think we
will lglat.:eive better value for the money we
spend.

I was pleased to see that the Governh-
ment dropped its intentlon to send child-
ren to high school in thelr twelfth year
because this policy was the cause of great
concern amongst headmasters and staff of
high schoals, let alone the headmasters
and staff of primary schools. They were
concerned at the fact that there was no
rhyme or reason behind the proposal of
the Government. The Government had
advanced no reason for its proposal, and
those people felt they would not obtain
the best use of their resources if the pre-
sent system was disturbed. Llke the rest
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of us, they are glad the Government no
longer proposes to implement the palicy.

It was disappointing, of course, to hear
the Deputy Premier, In the absence of the
Premier, say the policy had tc be with-
drawn because the Australian Government
would not provide the funds for it. I think
that was the general tenor oi his remarks.
He =aid it was the fault of the Australian
Government.

Mr O'Neil: I don’t think I made a state-
ment on the issue.

Mr DAVIES: I believe at the time the
Premier was away, and I recall thinking
that the Deputy Premier had learnt his
lesson very well. I was sure his leader
would be proud cf him when he issued the
statement, hecause 1t parroted the state-
ments the Premier makes when anything
zoes wrere; that is, It is all the fault of
the terrible Australian Government.”

I do not suppose one c¢an really blame
the Australian Government for everything,
although the Premier tries very hard to
do so. I seem to recall that after the last
Premier’s Conference he said, either as he
stepped off the plane here or by phone
ahead of his arrival here, that water rates
and electricity charges would have to be
increased because the Ausiralian Govern-
ment would not provide all the funds the
State Government reguired. In Western
Australian newspapers three weeks prior to
that it was announced that electricity
charges would be increased from the 1st
July, and the Government issued no denial.
Yet the Premier returned from the con-
ference and said these charges would have
to be increased hecause the Australian
Government would not give the State Gov-
ernment sufficient funds.

It is interesting to consider the amount
of money which has been supplied to
Western Australia, by the Australian Gov-
ernment. The amount of financial assist-
ance has been very generous. As the
Premier said tonight, we are in a difficult
position because we cannot get enough
money and, as much as he hates to increase
taxes and charges once again, this must be
done because he has to find money to run
the State and the Australian Government
will not give him sufficient assistance.

In the last financial year the Australian
Government increased capital grants to
this State by 24.7 per cent over the pre-
vious vear. I am sure the cost of living
did not increase by 24.7 per cent in 12
months. General revenue grants were
increased by 25.8 per cent, and loan funds
by 2477 per cent. That is an average
increase in those three important fields of
something like 25 per cent over the pre-
vious financial year. Does the Premier call
that ungenerous? Of course, these figures
do not include all the extra funds allo-
cated separately to the State by the Aus-
trallan Government through the Schools
Commission, the Children's Commission,
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the Hospitals and Health Commission,
recreaiion grants, Aboriginal affairs grants,
the Australian Assistance Plan, land
grants, the Regional Employment Develop-
ment Scheme, and so on. In all those
areas extra money has been provided to
the State. We must bear in mind that
since the present Australisn CGovernment
took office the smount of money allocated
for State schools has been 13 times greater
than the amount allocated in the previous
two years by the previous Liberal Govern-
ment.

An increase of 1300 per cent certainly is
not to be sneered at. Increases occurred
not only in these fields but also in other
areas to which I have referred; namely,
from the Children’s Commission, the Hos-
pitals and Health Commission, and the
like. I draw attention to the fact that in
1974-75 under the Australian Government’s
five-year hospital development programme,
$4.326 million was allocated to Western
Australia. From this money there were
able to be additions to the Dampier Hos-
pital, construction of laboratories at Fre-
mantle Hospital, a new service block at
Katanning Hospital, additions to the Mt.
Barker hospital and the Osborne Park
Hospital, major additions to the Perth
Dental Hospital, purchase of the Kala-
munda Hospital, construction of the Rock-
ingham Hospital, major additions to the
Carnarvon Hospital, the provision of
mechanical services to the Heathcote Hos-
pital, a creative expression unit at the
Graylands Haospital and extensions to the
Institute of Radiotherapy. All this was
provided from the $4.326 million grant
from the Commonwealth.

I believe none of that work would have
been done, or other work would have
seriously suffered, had not the Australian
Government been so generous, and that was
only in the first year of the plan. It has
now called for a further five-year pro-
gramme, and the State Government again
is on the bandwagon trying to get as much
as it can for hospitals in this State. I
do not blame it; if I were in the same
position, I would get every penny I could
from the Australian Government, provided
the money went to areas of most need,
and provided it was not used to build a
hespital or put some medical services
where it was politically expedient to do so,
but where all the authorities said such a
thing was not necessary.

All too often this Government—and, no
doubt, Governments of my political colour
as well—has spent money because it is
politically expedient to do so. I believe
there are areas now which are being
investigated for political expediency but
which all the reports which have been
brought down—and there are two very
good reports kicking around at the moment
—deny are necessary.

Yet in the face of these reports the
Government proposes to go ahead with
the projects, probably because of political
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expediency. I would suggest that it is no
good having a committee developing and
writing a report and then doing nothing
about it. Professor Lennon, the former
Dean of Medicine at the University of
Western Australia, wrote a very good re-
port on the medical needs of this State,
but I do not believe it has heen seriously
studied. A committee established by the
Australian Health Council—goodness
knows, that body has not been too active
over recent vears—wrote a very compre-
hensive report on the future hospital needs
in Western Australia but, again, I doubt
whether this report has even been looked
at. Probably, it has been put in a corner
somewhere and forgotten.

Because the Government feels pressure
in a certain area, that is where the money
goes. We just cannat run our hospitat
system like this, and I am pleased to see
that the Australian Government is work-
ing on g five-year plan so that it can plan
ahead and see that the most urgent needs
are properly met with the money that is
available.

To return to the point I was making
earlier; in the last three years there has
been a general increase in revenue from
the Australian Government to this State
of 25 per cent, in addition to amounts of
money like the %4.3 million provided by the
Health Commission for the hospitals of
this State, and money which has been pro-
vided through other committees and com-
missions. Despite all this assistance, the
State Liberal-Country Party Government
has imposed severe increases in taxes and
charges, and I should like to refer to a
few such inecreases.

Since the 1st Julv, 1974. there have been
increases in electricity charges of 13 per
cent and 25 per cent; sewerage and water
rates have increased by 37 per cent;
hospital fees have been increased by 50
per cent—until the advent of Medibank,
of course—vehicle registration has gone
up by 65 per cent; shipplng freights by
30 per cent; and metropolitan train and
bus fares by 27 per cent. I think for the
purpose of writing these increases into
Hansard, it might be worth mentioning a
few athers.

The Premier has the gall to say he can
get somewhere near his Budget figure only
by careful management. He would be
miles behind it, If it were not for the
generosity of the Australian Government.
If he cannot put & proper case, he has only
himself to blame. Some of the other
charges which have been increased since
the 1st July, 1974, are as follows: Abattoir
slaughtering fees have incurred increases
ranging from 15 per cent to 30 per cent,
effective from July, 1974; sewerage and
water rates have increased by an average
total of 37 per cent; shipping freights
affecting the State Shipping Service have
increased by 30 per cent; rail freights,
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country train and railway bus fares have
increased by 17 per cent, although the
Tonkin Government f{ried desperately-—
and Indeed succeeded—to keep down fares
for country people; and, the State Gov-
ernment Insurance Office has had a 25 per
cent premium increase for motor vehicle
insurance since the 1st August, 1974, and
another increase was announced recently.

I have already mentioned that electricity
charges have increased hy an average of
18 per cent; the cost of natural
and manufactured gas also increased
by 17 per cent 1in that period;
metrgpelitan train and  bus  fares
increased by 27 per cent; Government
hospital charges Increased by 50 per cent;
State Housing Cemmision rents Increased
from $1 to $3.45 a week in September,
1974, and the interest rate on future SHC
purchase homes increased from 5.375 per
cent to 5.75 per cent.

Pay-roll tax increased by .5 per cent; as
I mentioned, vehicle registration fees in-
creased by an average of 65 per cent from
the 1st October, 1974; stamp duty on
cheques went from 6c to 8¢, an increase
of 334 per cent, in a Budget announce-
ment last year; liquor licenses for hotels
and licensed clubs rose by 27.3 per cent
from 5% per cent to 7 per cent and for
taverns and licensed stores by 10.3 per cent,
from Ti per cent to 8 per cent, alsg in a
Budget announcement: and, as I men-
tioned, country water rates and country
water bhills rose in a Budget announce-
rieni. Although some selective reductions
in this area were made; members will
recall that they were not as generous to
the pecople using water in the country as
the Tonkin Government had been.

Mr T. D. Evans: They applied bevond
the 26th parallel, too, which was very
selective.

Mr DAVIES: That is true: they were
very selective. Meat Inspection fee in-
creases ranged from 137.5 per cent to 525
per cent—a fairly staggering increase—to
apply before Christmas, 1974. Unfortun-
ately, I was not able to ascertain
the exact date the increases came
into  effect. Road permit charges
increased by 20 per cent in the
week commencing the 6th January this
year. On the 13th January, 1975, electri-
city and natural gas charges were in-
creased by 25 per ecent and 20 per cent
respectively and a further increase in elec-
tricity charges of 125 per cent was an-
nounced on the 1st July, 1975, Excess
water charges rose by approximately 50
per cent, while water rates rose by ahout
30 per cent on the 1st July, 1975, We
then had a further increase in SGIO car
insurance premiums of 20 per cent as at
the 1st August. 1975; in addition, no claim
bonus concessions were dropped.

That is not all, by any means, Recently,
when handling an estate I was staggered
to find that Karakatta Cemetery charges
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had suffered severe increases; probably,
these increases went unnoticed hecause
the service is something that most people
do not have a great need for. Most people
would not know when they received an
undertaker’s account whether or not fees
had increaseqd. I noticed that soma of the
fees were particularly steep, but there had
been no public outery ahout the increases.

I nave written to the State Energy Com-
mission about its method of charging for
electricity and, in particular, about cne as-
pect in regard to which the Minister may
be able to give me some explanation. When
increases in charges take place from a
certain date, depending on when the meter
1s read, I understand that there is a pro
rate payment at the new rate and the
remainder of the account is assessed onh
the old rate. I am not certain how this
is arrived at. I do not know whether the
method of assessment has ever been an-
nounced, However 1 have written to the
State Energy Commission asking what the
true position is. Perhaps the Minister can
explain how a consumer, who has his
meter read on the 1st July, 1975—the date
when the latest increases take place—has
a proportion of the electricity he has con-
sumed charged at the new rate.

At the very latest, I suppose, & meter
reader would work until 5.00 p.m. on the
1st July. In the case I have just cited to
the House, if this were the last meter he
read on that day the very longest the con-
sumer could have been using the electricity
at the new rate would have been some-
thing like 17 hours; that is, from midnight
until 5.00 p.m. on the 1st July, and there-
fore the amount of electricity used at the
new raie over the 90-day period would
have been practically negligible. Although
the table for the rate that applied from
the 13th January, 1975, was issued by the
State Electricity Commission; although we
have the new rate as published in The
West Australian on the 24th June, 1975,
and we have that information at our fin-
gertips, we are unable to work out how the
530 units of electricity consumed by this
householder came to a sum of $20.22. I
understand that when he went into the
office of the State Energy Commission—
and many people were complaining about
this—he was told that it had directions
in this regard but it was not quite certain
how the directions were applied. However,
apparently, if a consumer’s meter was read
from the 1st July up to the Tth July that
consumer was charged on a pro rata basis
of one-thirteenth of the guantity of elec-
tricity consumed at the new rate. However,
even working on this basis we cannot
obtain the rate charged on the account.

I maintain that any inerease in this
electricity acount is unjust, because it
was read on the 1st July, and on that
date it eould have been read at 9.00 am.
end before one unit or even one part of
a unlt of electricity had been consumed.
If this amount has been charged on a
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pro rata basis over a period of one week
at the higher rate for the amount of
electricity consumed I believe the matter
should be reviewed by the State Energy
Commission and this consumer should be
granted a refund regardless of whether
it is only 30c or 40¢. I holigye thig
method of assessing the charges is com-
pletely unjust and at least some more
equitable arrangement should have been
worked out in assessing the electricity
accounts.

I do not know whether or not the
Minister has any information as to how
electricity accounts are assessed, but if he
does have that information I should be
pleased to hear it from him. As I have
said, I have written to the State Energy
Commission and no doubt it will advise
me in due course as to the true position,

These are not the only circumstances
or instances that concern me when such
steep increases are made over a Dperiod
of less than 12 months for services such
as electricity. For example, many volun-
tary organisations are affected. For
senjor citizens in my electorate something
like 30000 meals a year are provided.
Therefore the increase in the cost of
clectricity that is used to provide those
meals will be substantial. That is only
one minor matter. I am sure the cost of
these meals to pensioners will have to be
increased to cover the increased electricity
charges, because at the moment a meal
is being provided at a cost of 45¢, and
even though the Australian Government
pays a subsidy of 30c it is rather difficult
to provide a three-course meal at that
price these days. When such a voluntary
organisation faces increases in electricity,
rates, and other charges, it is almost im-
possible for it to carry on and people are
inclined to say to themselves, “We should
give up, because why should we work our
guts out for this organisation when we
have to go back constantly to ask for
more money from these aged people to
meet the cost of the meal, and when the
Government will not make any conces-
sions in these charges?”

The Government has been particularly
slow in making an announcement on the
report of the committee of inquiry that
was established to inquire Into concessions
for pensioners which could be reasonably
applied. Surely if the Government has
had the report since last May it is not
unreasonable to expect that by now it
could have had some decision announced.
Is this another example of how the Civil
Service cannot get down to examine the
position because it does neot have the
staff? ‘This brings me back to the point
on which I opened my speech; namely,
that the Clvil Service is grinding to a
halt because of lack of direction and lack
of staff.

The SPEAKER: The member has four
minutes.
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Mr DAVIES: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
Perhaps this is & suitable place for me
to stop because this is the point on which
I commenced my speech; that is, there is
a need to have a serious look at what is
happening in the Civil Service. I know
that it costs a great deal of money to keep
the Civil Service operating, but when
nothing is happening; when replies can-
not be obtained to correspondence after
several months have passed;, when reports
have been produced without any action
being taken, and when other things that
should have happened have not happened,
it is time fo see whether we are obtaining
value for the money we are asked to ap-
propriate tonight.

MR BRYCE (Ascot) [10.27 p.m.]: My
colleagues on this side of the House have
indicated that this type of Bill is designed
precisely for Parliament to approve an
allocation of money to enable the Gov-
ernment to meet its commitments. One of
the commitments the Government will have
to face in the ensuing months is the pur-
chase of Kareeba Nursing Home in my
electorate for $290 000. That figure was
confirmed by the Minister representing the
Minister for Health in the House this
afternoon,

I feel confident I express the disquiet
of the people I represent when I say that
the way in which this Government has
handled the sale of Tresillian Hostel, and
the Government's proposals to purchase
Kareeba Nursing Home as a replacement
constitute an sbuse of power. It has been
described as a shoddy and shabby affair
by the members of the Belmont Shire for
very good reason and I, as the local Legis-
lative Assembly member, whole-heartedly
agree with their viewpoint.

This afternoon the Premier indiéated to
the House quite adequately that he has
been totally inconsistent in his view of the
standards he expected of the previous
Labor Government when it decided to
transfer profoundly mentally retarded
patients to a hospital in his electorate
compared with the sort of treatment his
Government is prepared to mete out to
myself and the local governing authority
the boundaries of which are roughly con-
tiguous with those of my electorate. The
local governing authority to which I am
referring is the Belmont Shire.

I think it is fair to say that the way
in which the Government has handled
this matter—and I bhelieve we can place
the bulk of the blame at the feet of the
Premier, because Tresillian Hostel i in
his electorate and he has handled the
issue in public terms—has dem-
onstrated an incredible lack of understand-
ing of people’s feelings. That is in respect
of the old people so far as the Kareeba
Nursing Home is concerned, and the pro-
foundiy mentally retarded children so far
as Tresillian Hostel is concerned.
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The aspect of supply that should con-
cern Parliament is that of the an-
nouncement that Tresillian Hostel would
be sold because certain people in Nedlands
were outraged at the suggestion that pro-
foundly mentally retarded patients would
he moved intop their neighbourhood; a fur-
ther suggestion put forward was that the
local authority concerned should buy the
hospital from the State Government.

The flgure that was suggested by the
Minister for Health as being the value of
Tresillian Hostel was $250 000. Of course
the local authority concerned, the Nedlands
City Council, would not agree to purchase
the hostel for that sum, and it seemed
that overnight the sale price of the
hostel to the local authority was reduced
to $125000. We might well ask whether
this reduction in price had anything to do
with the fact that the institution is in the
Premier's electorate, and that the Premier
has a viewpoint on this question which is
totally divorced from any compassion for
the sensitivity of the people concerned.

Sir Charles Court: That is not correct,
There are more institutions in my elec-
torate than in any other electorate.

Mr BRYCE: During the course of my
remarks on this question; I have accused
the Premier of being bloody-minded and
obstinate. I regret I was not responsible
for coining that phrase, as it was coined
by the President of the Country Party
during the kerfuffle hetween the coalition
parties in Government. Nevertheless it
was a very apt phrase to use in this
situation. I used that phruse to de-
scribe his actions, because he was hell-
bent on preventing the profoundly men-
tally retarded patients from remaining in
his electorate—

Sir Charles Court; We are trying to find
an answer to the whole lot, and not an
answer to just a few.

Mr BRYCE: The Premier is hell-bent
on doing that.

Sir Charles Court: You will have to take
the blame for slowing down the finding
of a remedy.

Mr BRYCE: The Premier has accused
me of introducihg party politics. I pro-
pose to demonstrate to the House that he
has a purely party political motive in
moving these people out of his electorate.
When the decision was made by the pre-
vious Government to introduce these pro-
foundly mentally retarded young patients
into his electorate there was a small circle
of people who reacted rather viclously. I
am pleased to say that the people of
Nedlands in general certainly have not
endorsed the views of this very vocal and
vicious minority. I undersitand that the
minority is such that it comprises fewer
people than the number of patients at
Tresillian Hostel. So, it was the reaction
of the local people that brought this about,
and this group comprised a very small
number of people,
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The Premier's personal view, which I
asked him to confirm by way of questions
this afternoon, is based on two particular
arguments he has used in his electorate.
He has used them both to the Nedlands
City Council and the group of people
known as the Friends of Tresillian.
Basically those two arguments amount to
this: Firstly, the Premier objects very
much to the fact that when the Tonkin
Labor Government was in office and the
decision was made to place those young
patients in the institution in his elector-
ate, he as the local member was not con-
sulted. He finds that particularly galling.

The second argument that has been used
by the Premier—and this I find totally
distasteful—is that this decision was made
by the previous Government deliberately
to embarrass him. I think we ought to
examine the motives of anybody who
alleges that a Government would actu-
ally take action to place mentally retarded
patients in his electorate in order to
embarrass him. What sort of person
would interpret a Government's action to
be a deliberate act of embarrassment to
the local member of Parliament? Perhaps
it would be to somebody who was so com-
pletely concerned with the preservation of
the tone of the town that he saw
the intreduction of this group of men-
tally retarded patients as having some
effect on the tone of the City of Nedlands.

I live approximately 200 yards from
Nulsen Haven at Redcliffe. I can assure
the Premier that the people who live in
the immediate vicinity of that institution,
which caters for a similar type of patient
as does Tresillian Hostel, derive a great
deal of satisfaction in being able to assist
that institution wherever and whenever
possible.

That is why I, on a personal basis alone,
find it most distasteful that the Premier
of the State should take a stand on the
basis that he was determined to remove
the young mentally retarded patients
because they had heen put there to
embarrass him, and because he had not
been consulted.

This afternoon I asked a number of
questions relating to this matter, as did a
number of my colleagues. I believe the
House should clearly acknowledge what
has bee¢n revealed in the answers to those
questions. My question without notice to
the Premier was—
Does he stil hold the view that has
been expressed to the Priends of
Tresillian and the Nedlands City
Council that the Tonkin Labor
Government transferred profoundly
mentaliy retarded children patients to
the Tresillian Hostel in an attempt
to embarrass him in his electorate of
Nedlands?

The Premliers’ answer is worthy of note. He

said in effect—I have not the exact words

of his reply—that he refused to answer
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my question until I had provided him with
the details of the source of my informa-
tion used as the basis for asking the
question.

Sir Charles Court: And the accurate
words.,

Mr BRYCE: The Premier asked me for
the soutce of my information.

Sir Charles Court: The source as well as
the accurate words.

Mr BRYCE: I invite the Premier to deny
now that he has ever stated in his
electorate that it was his opinion the Ton-
kin Labor Government placed these young
patients in his electorate to embarrass him,
and that he has not expressed his personal
disenchantment because not only was he
not consulted, but also the Nedlands City
Council was not consulted. So, a further
question was asked of the Premler by the
member for Rockingham.

Mr O’'Connor: Organised by you during
the huddle In the corner.

Mr BRYCE: Surely we should be allowed
to use the facllitles at our dispeosal to ask
questions in order to elicit information
from thz Government. The member for
Rockingham asked the Premier whether he
felt slichted by the fact that he was not
consultrd when the previous Government
placed the young patients in the Institu-
tion in his electorate, and whether he
believed that out of a2 sense of courtesy
he should have been consulted.

Onece again the Premier's answer was
maost revealing, In short the Premier said
in reply that he was dissatisfied that he
had not been consulted, and furthermore
he indicated that he was expressing the
dissatisfaction of the Nedlands City Counc:il
as it had not been consulted either.

Sir Charles Court: The council will speak
for itself.

Mr BRYCE: The Premier spoke for the
couneil this afternoon.

8ir Charles Court: You should quote the
actual words that were used by me. I
agree 1 was very annoyed at the time
because I had not been consulted, for the
reason that I had done a lot to help the
institutions In my electorate. Simllarly
you should be consulted in respeet of your
electorate.

Mr BRYCE: The local authority in my
electorate was very annoyed that It had
not been consulted. The very point I have
been making is that if it was good enough
for the Premier to expect to be consulted,
he being the local member when the Ton-
kin Labhor Government decided to place
these patients In the institution in his
electorate, and If it was gopd enough for
the local asuthority in his electorate to
expect to be consulted, then when the
present Government decided to purchase
Kareeba Nursing Home In my electorate
the Premier should have consulted the
local members of Parliament. However, it
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was neot in the Premier's mind that the
lacal members—in either the Upper House
or the Lower House—should be consulted.

There was no action on the pary of his
Government to consult any of the local
representatives and, more particularly, the
response to inquiries from the local gov-
erning body in my electorate—which
shares my concern for the welfare of the
people in the district’s only “C’*-class hos-
pital—to the Public Health Department
was poor. ‘Those making the inquiries
were fobbed off and insulted. We could
not even obtain confirmation, let alone any
form of consuitation beforehand.

In my view this action welli and truly
justified the questioning we indulged in
this afternoon in order to illustrate to the
Hguse the double standards the Premier
is perfectly capable of adopting. The main
concern in my electorate is that unlike the
Premier's electorate and others in his part
of the State, the district of Belmont, com-
prising 36 000 people, contains only one
“C”-class hospital. Many other suburbs
are very adequately catered for in terms
of facilities for the needs of elderly people.
I repeat that in a community of 36 000
peopile there is only one *'C"-class hospital.

If the Government had consulted with
the local governing body in Belmont or
with any of the local members, it would
have come to appreciate the very signi-
ficant dislocation that would result to the
old people who are in that nursing home
and to others in the district who are on
the waiting list.

Another point the Premier would never
appreciate because of his different elec-
torate is that a very hign proporiion of
the people in the Kareeba Nursing Home
comes from the immediate vicinity of the
home. In other words, many of the
patients are local people and therefore
their families live in the immediate
vicinity. These families are ra.her keen
to maintain close contaet with the patients,

More significant still is the fact—and
again this will net be appreciated by the
Premier because of the different electorate
he represents—that hecause of the soar-
ing charges made of necessity by the nurs-
ing home, a number of people actually
work in the home for the sole purpose of
earning money to offset the cost of main-
taining their relatives in thz home.

When I first contacted the Minister for
Health and asked about the arrangesments
the Government was prepared to make and
the guarantees and undertakings it would
give to logk after the interests of the
people in the Kareeba Nursing Home I
was complefely ignored. When 1 sent an
urgent telegram asking that the gquestion
be looked at I was then told the guestion
had not arisen yet.

Let me assure the Premier that the
quostion certainly has arisen, Today in
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this very Chamber the Government con-
firmed that it is to purchase the Kareeba
Nursing Home for a sum of $290 000. This
means that somewhere between 40 and 50
elderly people will be moved out of a “C”-
class hospital in order that the Premier's
obstinacy might be catered for. The
mentally rctarded people will be shifted
from Tresillian to Kareeba. What amounts
to a “Catch 22" situation resulis, There-
inafter the Nedlands City Council which
is purchasing the Tresillian Hostel will
make it available tar old people. Conse-
quently, what is the reason for ihe game
of draughts? It is nothing more than an
abuse of power to accommedate the view-
point of the Premier, because he was put
off by the actions of the previous Govern-
ment which placed these young people in
his electorate, according to him to em-
barrass him, and without consulting him.

It is important that we place on record
the type of answer we are inclined to
receive from Government Ministers these
days on questions as important as this
one. Because of the anxiety being ex-
pressed by the patienis of the Kareeba
Nursing Home, angd their relatives, on the
1st July I wrote to the Minister for Health
under the heading, “Government’s decision
to dispose of Tresillian Hospital”. 1 regret
we do not have a Standing Order to allow
me to seek to have this letter incorporated
in Hansard. I will make it es brief as I
can. The letter reads—

As a result of publicity which is
being given to the Government's
allcged decision to sell Tresillian Hos-
pital and resettle the patients else-
where, I have been requested by con-
stituents to seek confirmation of the
suggestion that the State Government
has negotiated, or is nogotiating, for
the purchase of Kareeba Hosnital in
Belmont as an alternative to Tresillian
Hospital.

Associated queries which T would
appreciate replies to on an urgent
basis include:—

1. What arrangements will be made,
or undertakings given, by the
State Government to assist the
elderly patients of Kareeba Hos-
pital in respect of their need for
alternative accommodation.

2. Has the Government, in fact,
made a decision to remove the
children from Tresillian? If so,
for what reasons are the children
being shifted.

3. In the event of the Government
shifting the patients from Tresil-
lian, will the Minister confirm
that the estimated cost will be in
the vicinity of $250 000, or other-
wise indicate the estimated cost.

4, How does the Government justify
the expenditure of a substantial
séum of money to shift the chil-

ren...
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The Minister’s reply was, to say the least,
nonsensical gobbledy-gook. Not one ques-
tion was answered directly or in a mean-
ingful way. The Minister’s reply, dated the
11th July, under the heading, “re: Tre-
sillian”, reads—

I acknowledge raceipt of vour letter
of the 1st Inst. and in response to
your queries advise:—

The State Government js negotiaf-
ing for the purchase of two sets of
premises because of my concern and
that of Mental Health Services at the
shortage of accommodationn for pro-
foundly mentally retarded children
and personhs.

The situation is that there are on
the average approximately 18 patients
accommodated at Tresillian, and at
present I understand 19, there are 30
at Princess Margaret Hospital for chil-
dren for whom it is essential re-loca-
tion take place and there are some 37
cases in Private Homes who should
be accommodated so that they can re-
ceive necessary treatment in addition
to relieving the burden on their
families.

The planning of these moves has
heen carefully considered to cater for
as many of these patients as possible
and the retention of Tresillian is net
feasible within the plans.

What a gobbledy-gook expression that is!
To continue—

With regard to the premises we are
negotiating to purchase the situation
regarding any patients in those pre-
mises has been fully considered and
alternative accommodation can be ar-
ranged.

The cost of the acquisition of the
premises under negotiation has not
been finalised so that I cannot advise
what the cost will be ...

You will understand, Mr Speaker, that
when a member of Parliament coniacts a
Minister on a question of immediate con-
cern to 40 or 50 elderly citizens in his
electorate he expects to receive a more
definite answer than the one I have guoted.
In fact, I asked what arrangements the
Government was making and what guaran-
tees it would give. The guestion was
ignored.

Suhsequently, of course, further pub-
lcity was given to the Government’s deci-
sion to purchase Kareeba Nursing Home.
So, whilst T was waiting to raise the ques-
tion in this House by way of question
and, if necessary, by way of contribution
t0 debate, I found it necessary to contact
the Minister urgently. On the 8th August
I sent him a telegram. That was the day
on which this matter received further pub-
licity in the newspapers. My telegram was
as follows—

Reference my letter of July 1st and
your reply of July 1lth re Kareecba
Hospital guarantee required urgently
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that State Government will assist
patients of Kareeba Hospital in res-
pect of alternative accommodation if
Government purchases Kareeba Hos-
pital.
I received the reply about four days later.
The reply from the Minister for Health
was simply—

The question of existence—

I think that word should have been as-
sistance. To continue—

—to patients seeking alternative ac-

commodation to Kareeba has not

arisen at present,
1 would like the Premier to take the
message back to the Minister for Health
that the question certainly has arisen as
far as those people in Kareeba Nursing
Home are concerned, and as far as their
relatives living in the immediate vicinity
of the hospital are concerned. The ques-
tion has become a very real one.

Because of the Premier’s desire to shift
8 handful of young people we find that
between 40 and 50 elderly people will have
their lives thoroughly disrupted. They are
suffering a great deal of anxiety and yet
the Minister for Health, through the Min-
ister representing him in this Chamber,
answered a question I asked by sayving
that the Government is definitely going to
buy Kareeba Nursing Home, and pay a
price of $290000. Yet, the Minister told
me only 24 hours ago that the question
had not yet arisen regarding the need for
the people concerned to seek alternative
aceornmoadation.

The question is very real to the people
concerned and I conclude by saylng that
the letters which have been sent from my
office to the Minister for Health, the state-
ments which have been made, and the
answers to the questions which have been
asked in this House indicate that the
Government has shown an abominable
lack of conslderation for the people con-
cerned.

If the Government is prepared to be
judged by the measure of its compassion
towards the young patients in Tresillian
Hostel who are belng booted out of the
Premier's electorate without regard for
their feelings, and its lack of regard for
the feelings of people involved at the other
end of the deal who are being booted out
of Kareeba Nursing Home, it is a very
sad day for the State of Western Australla.

MR T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [10.54
pm.]l: I hope that if the Minister for
Mines Is in the building someone will draw
his attentlon to the fact that I intend to
exercise my time speaking to his porifollo.

Sir Charles Court: He is here.

Mr T. D. EVANS: I am aware he was
present earller this evening.

Sir Charles Court: He is in the Cham-
ber.
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Mr T. D. EVANS: In the gbsence of the
Minister for Mines previously—I believe he
was overseas at the time—I was not able
to pick and choose the time I could speak
on this subject so I contented myself with
speaking rather briefly on that occasion.
At least, I served notice on the Minister
that at the first opportunity available for
me to speak on this particular subject I
would do so.

I refer to the question of the Paterson
Range gold find. This subject has heen
ventllated spasmodically, but rather dra-
matically, in certain news media, and
persons who had to rely sclely upon the
disclosures and the conjecture associated
with those disclosures might well he ex-
cused—they might well be applauded—
for coming to the conclusion that here
under the nose of the present Minister for
Mines a gigantic fraud is being perpe-
trated against an individual person who
believes, and who has used every means
at his disposal to proclaim, that he was
the finder of the mineralisation in the
area concerned. He believes that it was
through his efforts and his disclosures to
the company concerned that the company
in what he believes to be a breach of
trust towards him has pegged this large
area. This multi-national company has
pegged the area concerned and has treated
him rather shabbily.

I refer to Jean-Pau! Turcaud. He is a
young Frenchman who was born on the
5th April, 1940, and whose educational
standard on leaving schooi in France was
approximately that of the Australian leav-
ing standard. He served a short time in
the French Army by way of conscription,
and during a period of 24 years rose to
the rank of second lieutenant.

This young man, since coming to Aus-
tralia, has equipped himself with a com-
mercial pllot’s license and is also In the
process of furthering his education. I do
not wish to spend a great deal of time on
any personal detail. T make the point that
when I spoke on this subject during the
Budget debate last year it was not the
first time the subject had been raised in
this Chamber.

I can recall that during the Budget
debate of 1973, when I was sitting on the
other side of the House and the present
Minister for Mines was sitting on this
side, the then member for South Perth—
now the Minister for Labour and Industry
—raised the subject and he claimed then
that the Newmont mining company was
sitting on a real bonanza, and that the
then Minister for Mines had wronged in
granting to the company certaln reserves
to complement the large number of mineral
claims that it had pegged—or the mining
tenements it had; I will not say they were
all mineral claims because I think there
was a mixture of mineral clalms and gold-
mining leases involved.
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The member for South Perth castigated
the then Minister for Mines for granting
to the company the additional temporary
reserves to complement the other mining
tenements it had pegged.

The member for Socuth Pertn then
claimed this would be an E]l Dorado, that
it was wrong that this multi-national
company should be given such preference
over Australian explorers, and that there
was ne¢ scope for Australlan explorers to
enter this large area. I am giving the
history of this matter and trylng to be
fair and objective, It is not the first time
the matter has been ralsed in this Cham-
ber, and I am not motivated by politics in
ralsing ti, either, because this saga com-
menced in 1970 and has spread through
the terms of three Governments.

In the sesslon which lies ahead of us a
large part of our time will he concerned
with debating and putting the slgn of ap-
proval on a new Mining Bill, Some peonle
claim there is no need for a new Mining
Bill and that the old one has stood the
test of time. QOthers believe a new Mining
Bill is appropriate in order to simplify the
large number of tenements which exist
under the current legislation and to limit
the humber of tenements to provide greater
security to the holders of tenements, which
view I endorse. I believe any piece of legis-
lation dealing with the natural resources
of our great State should also concern
itself with ensuring that when those re-
sources are alienated from the Crown
those who are the recipients of them ac-
guire them not ouly according to the letter
of the law but also according to the spirit
of natural justice. I believe that Is Incum-
bent upon the present Government,
because it is only now the full story can
be told.

I think 1t is fair to say that at the time
the member for South Perth raised this
issue In 1973, the aggrieved prospector
Turcaud would not have been able to put
befare the then Minister for Mines a story
as convineing as the one I hope time will
permit me to put tonight before this Cham-~
ber, and particularly the Minister for
Mines. By way of questlons I have asked
the Minister for Mines to consider seriously
instituting an inquiry Into the manner in
which the Newmont company acquired the
mining tenements in the Paterson Range.

About three weeks ago we read
that the gigantic BHP company had de-
cided to enter into an agreement with
Newmont for the exploitation of the
Paterson Range gold find, and from all
accounts the forecast made in 1973 by the
memhber for South Perth, who is the
present Minister for Labour and Industry,
has in fact come true. I think it would
be fair to say that when the member for
South Perth made that forecast the then
Minister for Mines was inclined to dls-
count it because at that stage gold
deposits, if they were known to exist, were
believed to be only marginal, I appears
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the member for South Perth was gifted;
he made a forecast and his forecast seems
to have come home with full honours.

In the light of that, I believe in the
interests of natural justice the Govern-
ment is duty bound ton conslder serfously
calling upon all those who are willlng and
competent to give evidence in this case
with a view to determining whether the
Newmont company did in fact acquire
these mining tenements in a manner be-
fitting a company which was acting with
fairness and honesty.

By way of further bhackeround and to
demonstrate the complicity of various
people, I remind the Chamber of questions
I asked last year. First of all, I asked
the Minister for Lands why certain names
which Turcaud claims he put forward to
the nomenclature committee for considera-
tion had been rejected and why others
had been accepted. It seems passing
strange that those which were accepted
by the committee were kilometres away
from the interesting mineralisation srea,
while those which were rejected were right
in the arez. Turcaud was asked to justify
the names he suggested and give his
reasons, I have read his reasons, and I
think those which justify the hames in the
area of mineralisation are more convine-
ing than those given for some of the
names which were accepted.

I then asked questions of the Minister
for Mines in relation to the 1973 annual
report of the Mines Department. Some
departments are notorious for submitting
late reports, and the 1973 report is the
latest report of the Mines Department. On
page 113 of that report, under a heading
‘“‘Note on the Paterson Range Gold Pros-
pects”, appears the figure 45, and refer-
ence is made to the Parallel Range, which
is one of the names Turcaud submitted to
the committee under the jurisdiction of
the Minister for Lands.

I asked the Minister for Lands how the
committee came by this name. He indi-
cated to me that it was put forward by a
person—I do not wish fo mentlon his
name hbecause he is an employee of the
Government although his name was used
in answer to the question—on behalf of
Mr Turcaud because he was a friend of
his. He indicated in the letter he sub-
mitted on behalf of Turcaud that the
Minister for Lands gave him the informa-
tlon. I asked the Minister for Mines
where he had got hold of the name. The
Minister for Mines replied that he obtained
the name from Newmont Pty. Ltd. I told
him then and I tell him now that New-
mont Pty. Ltd. got the name from
Turcaud.

Mr Acting Speaker (Mr Crane), with
your induigence, I would like to refer to
a document I have been supplied with by
Turcaud, setting out in detail the time,
events, and sequence leading up to this
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matter, I suggest that members look at
this document. If anyene comes to the
conclusion that what Turcaud says is all
fiction, perhaps there is someone around
today who, in many years’ time, may he
regarded as the Shakespeare of 1975. This
is more than fiction.

I believe it is important to refer to the
early part of this narrative in some detall.
I will start from October, 1970, when Mr
Turcaud was prospecting, roughly in the
Paterson Range area. He says—

From the 6th. prospected towards
the Broadhurst Range where I found
interesting small Gossans in the East-
ern side Moved then to the
Throssed Range but spent only two
days and did not find anything of
interest. Came back East to the
Paterson Range and prospected North
up to Christmas Pool . . . 15th Found
Parallel Range Gossans and Copper.

I referred to Parallel Range just a few
moments ago to0 show the conflict between
the answers given by the Minister for
Lands and the Minister for Mines. The
answer given by the Minister for Lands
is correct, and the answer given by the
Minister for Mines does not accord with
the facts. Perhaps it Is not quite fair to
say that, but his answer was a long way
from the truth. The name emanated
from the company, and the company ac-
quired it from the notes given to it by
Turcaud.

Turcaud refers to prospecting in the
Paterson Range, and this matter is im-
portant because it has been argued that
if he found it why did he not peg it?
The company pegged it-—the company was
the first in time, and it was bad luek
Charlie for Turcaud. That appears to be
the view of the company. These were
the wards written by Turcaud at the time
—October, 1970—

Concerning the prospection in the
Paterson Range, the comment could
be that the progression was slow, but
it must be understood that all the
prospecting was done on foot, and the
car was used only as a mobile base
(to save petrol and avold damage) . . .
The progression was in criss-cross pat-
tern. When I got ocut of the Pater-
son Range, I thought that I had
found a very large Copper Deposit . . .

He thought he had feund another M¢t. Isa.
To continue—

The area which I considered of in-
terest and prospected as best as I
could was about 20 by 40 miles.

This next part is most interesting as I
believe it sets the pattern for what is te
follow. His report goes on—

When I reached Marble Bar, I dis-
patched my samples (approx. 200 Ibs)
by carrier to Dr E, Schiller and R.
Berven and Assoclates of Sth Perth,
after a phone c¢all to them and their
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assurance that they would certainly
be glad to have 2 look at what I had
found and that my samples would be
duly appraised. At a previous meet-
ing in Perth, they had said to me that
it was better for me to deal with a
company through a consultant; as my
interests would be better represented
because a full sppralsal would have
been made on my samples.

Turcaud was then in Marble Bar, and

he had sent his samples off to consulting

geologists in Perth. To continue—

In the afternoon I met there by
chance in front of the store Mr W.
Brook Senior geologlst and Represen-
tative of Newmont in Marble Bar . . .
. . . I said that it was a pity that I
had not met him sooner, because I
had found something really good and
he could have been interested to look
at it; but I added that I was now
committed to a firm of gcological con-
sultants of Perth Dr Schiller and R.
Berven and Assoc. Then I added, in
the event of these people not being
able to handle this prospect, would
his company be interested in it. He
answered by the affirmative and in
trust I discussed the find with him.
However Mr Brook told me that his
firm would not be interested in going
to the Paterson Range immediately
kecause:

1—They were on a very promis-
ing Zine prospect in the Marble
Bar Area and were very busy
working on it.
2—The time was not right to go
to the Paterson Range—
Remember that at the time Turcaud was
in Marble Bar. He goes on—
—and they would have to wait un-
til the weather cooled down.
Mr W. Brook said to me "Please
contact us—".
Notice he says “us” and not “me”. He
goes on—

“_—again in Perth after the summer”.
Turcaud says he did this. He then says
that he went further prospecting and con-
tinues—

At the end of November, when 1

reached Perth, I called at the office of

Dr E. Schiller and R. Berven and As-

sociates, Labouchere Road, South

Perth. They were very interested in

the prospect, the gossans were beauti-

ful and thete was up to 1.9% Cu in
them. Dr Schiller asked me to report
the position of the samples on the map

of the Paterson Range, which I did.

But he said that they were too busy

now-—

1 do not know who he means by "they”.
It may be that the consultants were also
pegeers or purely consultants. Perhaps 1
had a few shares in their companies at
that time, but I do not know. The report
continues—
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—pegging claims around Laverton for
Nickel and they could not possibly save
the time to go all the way to the
Paterson Range.

He said he knew of two companies which
may be interested,

I will not continue at this point because
I do not think he did any good with the
two companles concerned. One was Day
Dawn Minerals and the other was Aca-
demus Minerals. Day Dawn Minerals fig-
ures in the story later, bhut Academus
Minerals seems {o drop out of it. This
next part of his report{ is important, and
I feel T will now have to mention the
person’s name which I balked at mention-
ing before. The report continues—

At about this time I gave to Mr P.
Bridge, Conservator of the Govern-
ment Chemical Lahoratories, some
little samples of the Main Gossans of
the Paterson Range.
Also some samples from the Lake
Waukahicarly where subsequently
some very rare mineral was found.
The file indicates that the Government
Chemical Laboratories issued a receipt for
these specimens. Reference also appears
in the Government Gazette that the speci-
mens were donated by Turcaud, through
the conservator, to the Government
Chemical Laboratories; yet some peaple
say he has never been to the Paterson
Range. He then went on to say that in
December he approached a compahy by
the name of Hawkstone Minerals, and
later he was introduced to another com-
rany, Anglo-American. The latier com-
pany is important because it did in fact
go to the Paterson Range and look at the
prospect.
I come now to February, 1971. Mr Tur-
caud states—
In this month, sometime after I had
returned from the Paterson Range
with Anglo-American and the weather
having cooled down, I contacted New-
mont as I had been invited by Mr W.
Brook. Calling by phone their office,
I was advised that Mr Brook was in
Perth but not in at the moment. Upon
being asked if it was an urgent mat-
ter. to which I answered by the affir-
mative, I was given Mr Brook's private
number. I called Mr W. Brook and
he invited me to bring all my samples,
documents and maps to his house,
Therefore I loaded inte the ear the
representative samples of the Pater-
son Range Gossans, the documents
from Dr F. Schiller and R. Berven
and Associates, alsno the documents
from the Anglo-American trip and my
map of the Paterson Range showing
the location of the main (Gossans in
the Paterson Range (Parallel Range,
Mt. Crofton, Pascale Hills, Mt. Bal-
thazar).
Those are all names he submitted to the
Minister’s committee, some of which were
accepted and some of which were rejected.
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Again, without drawing any conclusion, it
is interesting to note that the names which
were accepted were miles away from the
gold prospect, and all those which were
rejected are in and around the area of
interest. He goes on to say—

ar fronnsirrrm ar +
We discusscd the prospeet for some-

time also the fact that Anglo had
turned it down (which was not help-
ing) finally Mr W. Brook said to leave
everything with him. Less than a
week later I called Newmont again by
phone and asked for Mr Brock, he was
not in again; I then phoned his home
and being in, he invited me to come
to see him. I ecame immediately and
upen grrival Mr Brock said to me “I
am sorry, Newmont is not interested
in your Paterson Range prospect!”
Well! again I collected my samples,
documents and map and went away.

After that a further visit was made to the
Paterson Range area by Turcaud with re-
vresentatives of Western Mining Corpora-
tion. I will not ge into a great deal of
detail here; I will merely establish the
fact that Turcaud was able to introduce
two large companies on site in the Pater-
son Range, namely Anglo-American and
Western Mining Corporation, as well as in-
form Mr Brook, the senior geologist
for Newmont, and leave in his possession
the samples, maps, and the geochemical
appraisal made by the firm of consultants.
Those things were in Newmont’s Dosses-
sion for a week before Turcaud was ad-
vised that Newmont was not interested in
his prospect.

Turcaud makes the point here—it is
perhaps interesting in the light of later
events—that following the return of West-
ern Mining Corporation—which was Iook-
ing for base metals in those days, but it
has now turned its eyves back to gold—
he was advised in April, 1975, that some of
the samples collected by Western Mining
Corporation were re-assayved for gold in
1972 upon the announcement of Newmont's
gold find. Some samples from Pascale
Er:]"s :howed up to three ounces of gold to

e ton.

No wonder the member for South Perth
—as he was then—was able to proclaim
with such confidence in September, 1973,
that here was the richest gold find sub-
sequent to the Golden Mile which has
made Kalgoorlie and Western Australia
so famous.

I turn quickly now to August, 1972,
Turcaud states—

It was during this time, that being
at Wittenoom a week-end; I learned
there from Mr Dick Zeelanberg of
Western Mining Co, who I had visited,
that Newmont Mining was pegging the
land I had previcusly proposed.

Having studied his samples, maps., and
other information in February, 1971, and
having rejected his proposal at that time,
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he then learnt in August, 1972, that New-
mont was pegging the area that he had
introduced tg¢ that company. So he came
back to Perth, and he was fairly furious.
He states that he called at Newmont’s of-
fice at 190 Hay Street, East Perth, on the
29th September, 1972, He goes on to state—

The Manager of Newmont, Western
Australia, Mr David Stuart Tyrrwhitt
was expecting me and we walked into
the conference room; followed by
three people: Mr Hunt, Newmont Ad-
ministrator, Mr Adamson senior gea-
lngist and another tali person whose
name I have forgotten but who was,
I believe, in charge of their drilling
program.

We sat, I was slightly taken aback
as I did not expect to be facing 4
people.

I said something to the effect that
I was not happy with what was going
on. Dr Tyrrwhitt teld me that he had
only a vague recollection of the details
concerning the Paterson Range, re-
ported to him by his senior geologist
Mr W, Brook and that Newmont had
got there completely independently of
me.

Mr Turcaud continued—

“If you got there completely inde-
pendently of me”, I said, "can you
please tell me how you were intro-
duced again to this area."”

"By two Kalgoorlie prospectors” was
the answer “They went to the Pater-
son Range and discovered the show™.

I make the point that nowhere else in this
large documentation, either on the part of
Turcaud or on the part of reported state-
ments by Newmont personnel, or by way
of letters written by Turcaud and copies
of letters purported to be written by the
company, is there any other reference to
two  Kalgoorlie prospectors, because
another story unfolds from there.

The information leading to the Pater-
son Range find was purchased by New-
mont from the Day Dawn company which
as I have mentloned was one of those com-
panies with which Berven and the other
geologist, Dr Schiller, were associated in
their profession. The claim by the State
general manager of the company that two
Kalgoorlie prospectors had heen responsible
for the Paterson Range find seemed to
have been quickly forgotten and dropped,
because it does not seem to have been
raised again by the company.

I will leave people to judge for them-
selves, but the first answer given by the
State manager of Newmont was that two
Kalgoorlie prospectors found the deposit
and the company came by the Paterson
Range find quite independently of Tur-
caud. Nevertheless, he “vaguely” remem-
bered Broock drawing his attention to
Turcaud’s interest in the Paterson Range
area.
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Mr Turcaud continued—

Mr. Adamson was suspicious and
was not convinced that I had ever
heen to the Paterson Range. After
the meeting, I took him to the Gov-
ernment Chemical Laboratories Min-
eral Collection and he saw the
samples from Pascale Hills, Mt.
Balthazar and Parallel Range.

The Parallel Range is the range referred
to in block 45 of this report. He con-
tinued—

... upon being given permission by the
Conservator took s sample of Copper
Gossan from the Parallel Range. He
asked me to describe Pascale Hills and
point out the location where the
Gossan was the richest. I did so con-
vincingly.

The SPEAKER.: The honourable mem-
ber has five minutes remaining.

Mr T. D. EVANS: Thank you, Mr
Speaker. The net result of this was that
the company asked Turcaud to sign an
agreement; if he signed, and something
big developed—as the member for South
Perth forecast—he would be paid $60 000,
But do members know what he was asked
to sigh? He was asked to sign a statement
which declared that he had nothing to do
with the Paterson Range area the com-
pany had pegged. They clalmed they had
obtained the Information from Day Dawn,
but were going to pay Turcaud $60 000 to
tell g lie. Yet it has been claimed that
Turcaud had not been to the Patcrson
Range area.

Turcaud would not sign that agreement
because he wanted the credit for being the
first to introduce the company to the area,
and the company was not prepared to set
out the facts truly In an agreement., He
would not sigh the agreement hecause it
did not give a truthiul account of what
happened, and he was not being given pro-
per credit for what he had found. He had
already given the company substantial in-
formation, and he was to be pald $60 000
if the company found something else. It
had already picked the eyes out of the
area, but If something good came from
something else Turcaud had found, the
company would pay him $60 000.

I helieve all is not well in the State of
Denmark. I have a lot more evidence to
support this case. but time Is not available
for me to present it more fully. I have had
to be economic in my cholce of matter,
but I hope I have been sufficlently selective
to indicate that all is not well and that at
least there are sufficient grounds to con-
vince the Government that 1t should give
serlous consideration to instituting an in-
quiry into whether these very rich mineral
areas in the Paterson Range now to be
developed by Newmont, in association with
the great Australian company, BHP, were
not fairly acquired by Newmont.
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I make the point that without exception,
up to the time of the discovery of nickel
at Kambalda, leading back to the great
gold discoverles, all such discoveries were
made by the prospector who, because he
did not have access to the large moneys
available to these multi-national corpora-
tlons, could not develop an area on his
own inftiative,

If he pegged an area af all, he had to
peg it in its entirety to protect his interest,
because once he applied for one area and
advertised it in accordance with the law,
he would draw attention to the fact that
he was working in the area. This applies
to any praspector. Turcaud was such a
prospector; he relled on the ftrust and
goodwill of a company such as Newmont,
He did not enter into an agreement with
Western Mining Corporation or the Anglo-
American company; he went to Newmaont.

At the time, they were looking for other
base minerals; they were not looking for
gold in 1971. In fact, very few other
companles were looking for gold in those
times, as I well know. But Turcaud entered
into a gentlemen's agreement with those
two companies, as any prospector would
do with any greal company.

M1 Mensaros: But as a former Attorney-
General you will know this has nothing to
do with the Government.

Mr T. D. EVANS: This man claims the
companies have not done the right thing
by him. I make the point that any great
body politic such as the State of Western
Australia, should he econecerned; when its
natura} resources are alienated from the
Crown, it is encumbent upon the Crown
and the people to take action.

Mr Mensaros: Why did you not institute
an inquiry when you were Attorney-Gen-
eral? This has nothing to do with the
Government.

Mr T. D. EVANS: I have already ans-
wered that question.

Mr Mensaros: This is a private maftter
hetween the people concerned.

Mr T. D. EVANS: Mr Speaker, my time
is limited.

Mr Mensaros: I have not Interjected
upon you up to thls paint.

Mr T. D. EVANS: When we were in
Government the full story had not devel-
oped, as it has now. It is encumbent upon
the Government to held an inquiry, other-
wise It will contlnue to be the case that
all is not well in the State of Denmark.

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [11.38 p.an.]:
The Supply Bill now before the House is
to provide the Government with the
necessary funding so that it may carry
out its programme in the forthcoming
months. I should like to feel that the
Government will give consideration to
some of the lssues T have raised previously
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in the House and that some of this fund-

ing will be made available for those
projects.
However, hefore proceeding to those

matters, there are one or two small issues
which I should like to bring to the atten-
Lion of Ministers. I refer Orstly to a2 report
submitted on the 13th June, 1974, to the
then State Electricity Commision by a Mr
R. G. O'Rourke, secretary of the board
covering the cinematographic operators,
The report mentions that the industry is
fairly static, but that the number of new
applications seeking the right to operate
under the workers’ regulations covering
these workers was not great.

One would have thought the board
would he concerned at such a remark and
would have made some effort to ensure
that young people were encouraged to join
the industry as trainee operators.

The report goes on further to say—

The majority of applicants for
licence are young persons who for
various reasons do not follow their

applications to concluston, finding
employment outside the industry
where, to them, prospects may he
brighter.

I challenge that statement made by the
secretary of the board although no doubt
it was made in good faith. It has been
brought to my notice, by a person who is
known to me and who is a senior operator
in a theatre proup, the difficulties faced
by young people who desire to seek em-
ployment in the theatre industry. A young
person entering the industry as what one
might term an apprentice to serve a two-
year period of training appears to be faced
with some difficulty because of the gradine
system introduced in relation to flms
which is upheld under another Aet passed
by this Parliament. Under this grading
system any young person under the age
of 18, including cinsmatograph operators,
is unable to view certain films that are
graded under the “R” classification, al-
though the relevance of that classification
is not germane to my argument.

In this instance, an operator's son, who
is 16% years of age, started as a trainee
in the industry to serve his twa-year
period, but was then advised by the man-
agement of the theatre that he would be
unable to continue with his training be-
cause he was not able to operate a film
nrojector that projected an “R” film, as
he was under 18 years of age.

The Government should subject this
legislation to a close review to ensure that
youths who wish to enter the industry are
given an opportunity to conclude their
term of training without being forced out
of it due to the fact that they are too
young to view an “R” classification film.
This seems to be a very illogical way to
try to encourage operators to gualify for
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the license that is issued by the cinema-
tograph operators’ board. Therefore I
hope the Minister will take note of the
position and review it to ascertain whether
it is possible to arrive at a satisfactory
conclusion which will allow these young
people to enter the industry at school
leaving age and not 18 years of age,
because it is not until they reach that
age that they are eligible to train as film
operators. This is an imposition onh youths
who desire to enter the industry. It greatly
concerns me and is a matter that should
be looked at by the Government.

I now wish to refer to the financing of
one of those issues which is very dear to
my heart because it involves workers who
are injured during the course of their
employment. I was hoping that more
money would be made available to pro-
mote industrial safety than has been evi-
dent during the life of this Government,
because the funding of safety courses and
activities is, to say the least, deplorable.
The Government has made no effort what-
soever to consider the interests of
workers in so far as industrial safety is
concerned.

I have addressed this House on numerous
occasions in dealing with this subject and
I do not intend to traverse tonight the
ground that I covered previously. Never-
theless I would like to comment that this
evening mention has been made that
strikes represent an extremely significant
factor in the number of man hours lost
to industry. Unfortunately because of the
omission not only of this Government but
also of Governments in the past statistics
available to us are not completely up to
date. This Government and others in the
past have failed to recognise the necessity
to keep such statistics up to date. As a
result I can quote figures for 1972 only.

In 1972, 756 man hours were losi due to
industrial disputation, including strikes.
In the same year, 40 456 days were lost as
a result of injuries to workers in industry.
On previous occasions I have challenged
the Minister for Lahour and Indusiry to
give some consideration to funding a
worth~while and proper scheme for edu-
cating workers on safety principles. On
each occasion I have been advised that it
would be the intention of the Minister to
get on with the job and I would not be
surprised that at a later date, with the
use of similar terms, I will be advised that
this matter is still receiving the attention
of the Minister. I am still waiting, and I
believe I will be waiting for a long time
vet unless my appeal tonight will have
some effect on the Minister somehow so
that he will give consideration to some
funding in the future to take care of
industrial safety.

In my possession I have at the moment
a letter that was forwarded by the Min-
ister for Labour and Industry, who is also
the member for South Perth, to Mr
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Clohessy, the Secretary of the Building
Workers Industrial Union, on the 2Tth
April, 1974. I will not guote the letter, but
in it the Minister said he had observed the
information passed to him by the build-
ing industry union concerning the type of
safety training which is awvailable to
people in New South Wales, He went on
to say that he regretted his department
did not have the necessary staff or organi-
sational structure to permit similar com-
prehensive courses to be conducted in
Western Australia. Of course, that, in
itself, would require funds and I would
suggest it does not necessarily mean that
because the department does not have the
staff or organisational structure that we
have to leave the position at that. We
should bhe a little more constructive and
find some means fto finance safety train-
ing courses in this State.

Mr Grayden: AN sorts of safely courses
are being undertaken.

Mr SKIDMORE: I agree that in this
letter the Minister said the Industrial
Poundation for Accident Prevention, which
is affiliated with the National Safety
Council in this State, does have the neces-
sary facilities and trained staff and that
that organisation would be prepared to
investigate the possibility of conducting
safety courses if there were a demand and
a response from the industry. I do not
cuarrel with that and I accept in good
faith what the Minister has said. How-
ever, I wonder whether the Minister has
been misied by the activities of the Indus-
trial Foundation for Accident Prevention,
especially when we look at a document
which has been issued by the Industrial
Foundation for Accident Prevention which
is headed—

Construction Safety and Compensation
A Seminar for the Building Industry

In this document it is stated that the date
of the seminar will be Wednesday, the
26th June, 1974, and, Mr Speaker, do you
know for whom the seminar was being
held? The Minister promised that
workers would be trazined in industrial
safety. He said that courses in industrial
safety would be available. However, the
seminar to be conducted by the Industrial
Foundation for Accident Prevention was
for bhuilders and construction managers.
The whole purport of the course was to
inculcate a consciousness of safety, but as
the course was at a high level for builders
and construction managers it would be of
no advantage to workers themselves.

Mr Grayden: That is only one of many.

Mr SEIDMORE: I can mention many
others. The only course that is being run
by the Industrial Foundation for Accident
Prevention which involves the workers is
that concerned with the training of fork
1ift drivers. The Minister does not seem
to substantiate his statements in any
way.
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I am not unmindful of the affairs of
the Industrial Foundation for Accident
Prevention, and I have accepted the invi-
tation to address the safety course to be
undertaken by industrial people on the
25th of this month relating to the role
which the trade unions can play in pro-
moting industrial safety. However, I will
find it rather difficult to be serious and
sincere in my approach to that subject
when I look at the way the trade unions
are treated by the Government in respect
of industrial safety. In that regard one
would be a little sceptical as to when one
will see some action by the Government,
as promised by the Minister on many
occasions.

Mr Grayden: There has been a great
deal of action taken on this particular
s;lbject, but obviously you are not aware
of it.

Mr SKIDMORE: The Minister says a
great deal has been done on this subject.
I hope when I ask guestions, as he sug-
gested I should—and these I will place on
the notice paper as quickly as possible—
in order to get some answers, he will be
able to show me what action the Govern-
ment is undertaking.

Mr Grayden: You will be surprised.

Mr SKIDMORE: I have been getting the
same sort of statement from the Minister
for the last two years or thereabouts.

I weould now like to refer to a report
which I undersiand has been sent to the
State Energy Commission by wvarious
inspectors. I have before me quite a
voluminous report covering many aspects.
However, 1 shall deal with the mines elec-
frical inspectors at the Kalgoorlle office
who presented an annual report covering
the activities of the Kalgoorlie office for
the year 1973-74. The inspections and
investigations dealt with caravans, nickel,
salt and gypsum, gold, iron, tin, mineral
sands, bauxite, lead, tale, uranium, guar-
ries, accidents involving electrical trades-
men, etc. I would like to refer to an
electrical fatality involving J. Devany, who
was 42 years of age.

A shmple analysis of the report reveals
that this accident happened because a
person who had not been trained In indus-
trial safety carried out an alteration to
an extension cord. Originally the exten-
sion cord was wired by a certified and
experienced person, but it was wired in-
correctly. The fact was that an incorrect
connection was made at both ends of the
cord, and so it operated satisfactorlly ex-
cept that the colour code was not correct,

An uninformed person, in a sincere
effort to correct what he thought was an
obvious mistake, reversed the connection
at one end of the cord and thus created
a dangerous situation as a result of which
someone was electrocuted.
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Had the workers been able to undertake
a course of informatlon-—not necessarily
for the purpose of carrying out electrical
work which is the legal right of the elec-
trical tradesmen who are properly trained
—they would have recognised readilv the
mistake that was made. In this particular
case the person concerned reversed the
coPrlllection at one end of the cord in good
faith.

This is one example, but there are 10 to
12 others I could gquote where accidents
occurred under similar circumstances
when uninformed workers carried out work
in the electrical field. The danger is ever
present, although in the case of electricity
one cannot see it. The Minister should
look into that aspect to ensure that all the
agreeably surprising utterances he makes
will become realities in the very near
future.

I refer to a further leiter that was sent
to the Trades and Labor Council regard-
ing the activities of the Industrial Foun-
dation for Accident Prevention, dated the
8th July, 1974. This is from the Industrial
Foundation for Accident Prevention. One
paragraph reads as follows—

Also, as no doubt you appreciate, we
are registered as a non-profitmaking
organisation, and consequently our
charges for providing such safety
training are based on covering the
expenses involved only. Also, we are
non-poelitical and have a Charter from
the State Government to promote
industrial safety within W.A. by edu-
catlon processes.

If that is & charter then I helieve it is
time the Government asserted its authority
and gave another charter to ensure that
people concerned with accident prevention
undertake courses in industrial safety that
instruct not only supervisors, managers
and owners, but also the workers.

Another avenue is available to the Gov-
ernment, and this is written into an Act
of Parliament. This gives an opportunity
to an existing board to promote training
and instruction on the matters I have just
raised. However, it seems that no Gov-
ernment has made the effort to ensure
that the hoard carried out these functions,
for which power already exists.

I refer to the Workers’' Compensation
Act, section 25 (14) (a) of which states—

The Board may engage in and carry
on the education and Instruction in
accident prevention and first aid work
of workers and others and may impart
such education and instruction by
demonstration, exhibits, lectures,
classes or otherwise and may hold
examinations and issue certificates to
persons whom it may deem sufficiently
skilled in such matters as to warrant
the issue to them of such certificates.
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This takes me to the question of fumiga-
tion of many of the factories which under-
take the processes of providing food to the
people. The industry with which I am
most familiar is the four milling industry
in which fumigants, insecticides, pesticides
of all types, and sprays are used for the
control of weevil in flour, as well as many
other beetles and infestations that occur
in wheat. Some of these would be known
to the farming community and to Country
Party members.

Such sprays have been of great concern
to the workers, and for a very good rea-
son. Some contain 20 per cent carbon
tetrachloride, and this is a well known
killer of people.

To quote an instance where a person
was killed by such chemicals; the person
concerned sat in an armechair for two or
three hours looking at television after the
armchair had been cleaned with carbon
tetrachloride six hours previously. He sus-
tained a fatal collapse. This is a dangercus
substance, as has been proven in many
cases.

It seems that nowhere is the Govern-
ment concerned with the education of the
worker. It may be true to say thaet indus-
try itself should undertake the provision
of worker cducrtion., The union con-
cerned has rndertaken that responsibility,
despite very limited resources and a small
membership of some 235 persons, This
union has very limited funds at its dis-
posal. Along with the mill owners the
union has initiated worker education
which is an object lesson to others.

I wish to make a comparison. The
Public Health Department requires people
who use the types of spray to which I have
referred for the control of termites in
homes to have a license in order that they
might be strictly controlled and be made
aware of their responsibility and the need
for care. However, the worker who uses the
same insecticide in a flour mill is given
no such training or protection by any Act.
The workers in the industry are instructed
to do the spraying. We have been able to
resolve the problem only by refusing our
workers the right to undertake the spray-
ing; but that is not the answer to the
problem. The answer is the provision of a
school to provide for the education not
only of mill workers, but also workers in
food factories who use the same sprays
for the control of infestation by insects
which are deleterious to the items that are
produced. No effort in this regard has
been made by the Government. I hope
that in the near future someone some-
where will provide some funds in order
to carry out the objectives I have men-
tioned.

I have one small issue I would like to
raise with the Minister for Housing. I
have raised this issue on many occasions
with previous Ministers for Housing and
also with the Acting General Manager of
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the SHC. I am very concerned that after
the third winter no efiort has been made
to alleviate the position of the old-age
pensioners who live in fiats in West Road,
Bassendean. During the last three winters
these people have had the whole of their
backyards covered by an average depth of
water of three to six inches. I have
requested repeatedly—in fact, I have even
abused the Acting General Menager—that
something be done, but the situation is
still the same this winter as it was three
winters ago.

I know that certain difficulties are
involved with the particular site, but I
suggested an easy solution to the Acting
Genersl Manager. I asked him to give
me the right to engage a truck for the
day so that I could have sand carted and
thus solve the problem in a day by sand
filling,

The pensioners have dug a trench in
their backyards from the back steps to the
end of their blocks. It is some 15 to 18
inches deep and they took this action in an
endeavour to drain the blocks. However,
they have merely created a worse situation
because whereas they previously walked in
five inches of water they now have to
hurdle & drain 15 to 18 inches deep. Their
efforts were a failure.

I again raise fhe matter and trust that
by next winter some efforts will have heen
made in this regard and I will not have
to again raise the matter with the Min-
ister.

Having got that complaint off my plate
I would like to refer to some other prob-
lems which have been disturbing me in
relation to the passing of the Supply Bill.
One would expect that the people’s money
would be spent in a realistic way to ensure
that those appointed to the Industrial
Commission would have a sense of fair
play. Money has been spent on the pro-
vision of an Industrial Commission, but I
believe it is inevitable that there will be
a clash between the trade union movement
and that commission if the latter continues
to adopt the attitude it recently adopted
in regard to the workers’ right to strike.

It is about time that Governments which
are opposed to this supposed right that
workers have to strike realise that the
worker will not give up that right. We
can impose whatever punishment we like
on the worker. We can talk to him, fine
him, and put him in gaol, but he will come
out time and time again and indicate that
he will strike.

I abhor the expenditure of money on &
commission which has no sense of respon-
sibility in considering the question the
Act itself asks it to consider. The Act
which governs the commission involves
concitliation, mediation, and arbitration.
Mediation and conciliation are expected to
be adopted before arbitration. However,
the present commission threw all those
principles out of the door and, very simply,
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resorted to arbit-ary jurisdiction. The Fede-
ral commission agreed to a 3.6 per cent
wage increase and to wage indexation. The
Premier mentioned this matter. I also note
that our illustrious salaries tribunal but-
toned on to the Federal Government's de-
cision in the parliamentarians’ case. I am
very intrigued at the thought that on some
future occassion I may have to appear be-
fore that tribunal to remind it of some of
the mistakes in its decision; but I will
leave that matter to another day.

I merely say that in considering our own
Industrial Commission, one would bhe
amazed at the waste of money in keeping
the commissioners in office when they are
not solving, in a conciliatory way, the
problem of industrial unrest.

The commission had before it many
State applications for amendments of
awards following the Federal decision of
a 3.6 per cent wage increase, In its wis-
dom, and rightly so, it determined it should
not act until it had an opportunity to
study the guidelines the Federal commis-
sion sought to have inserted in relation to
wage indexation, It subsequently brought
down & decision that wage indexation
would be adopted along the lines laid down
by the Federal commission.

After the decision had been handed
down 19 unions fronted up to get their 3.6
per cent increase and wage indexation if
they so desired; but they were told by
the Commission in Court Session that it
had adjourned the applications sine die.
‘When questioned as to the reasons they
could 1noi g0 on with the applications, the
unions were advised by the commission
that workers had been on strike and that
as a result the 19 unions would not get
their increase.

‘The commission had had before it many
knowledgeable employer, Government, and
trade union representatives who, in good
conscience, had set forth their case to the
commission, The commission had brought
down a decision which was fair and just
to all; that there should be a 3.6 per cent
wage increase and wage indexation. Hav-
ing done that it then commenced an exer-
cise in industrial blackmail of which it is
always accusing the unions when they go
on strike. However, the commission is not
abave saving to the workers, "“You are
entitled to receive a 3.6 per cent wage
increase, but you will not get it because
I understand you could be going on strike.”

Some of the 19 unions and others which
will have spplications before the commis-
sion have not been in a dispute for 45
years. Some have never been on strike,
but they were subjected to the same ulti-
matum as the other unions. They were
judged gullty without any effort being
made to ascertain whether or not their
workers would go on strike. So much for
conciliation and an endeavour to ensore
that some justice be given.
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If the findings of the commission cannot
be in line with equity and good conscience,
then the Minister should be looking at the
internal workings of the commission to
ensure they follow the normasal tenets of
decency.

I might say that this dispute was pre-
cipitated by some workers from Co-
operative Bulk Handling Ltd. who had a
disputation involving award conditions.
They had actually returned to work before
the commission provocatively determined
that the registrar should take action and
fine the workers concerned. The employees
had met the employers and resolved the
disputation. The employees were happy
and the employers were happy, and the
commission then took the employees to
task and fined them.

Appraaches are made to the commission
on the basis that the workers will receive
some relief from the commission, I have
a right to be upset because I was one of
those applicants who had to stand before
the commission and be lectured like a
little boy with regard to what we ought
to do. I took strong exception on behalf
of the union I represented. We were in-
cluded with a group of other unions and
told that hecause we were going to do
certain things we would not receive our 3.6
per cent inerease, or wage indexation,

History will reveal that this is only one
aspect of the activitles of the commission
which concern me. I am moast concerned
that efforts will be made—no douht by
those forced into the position—to en-
deavour to have the Act amended to over-
come the problem area which has arisen
because of the commission’s activities.

The commission clearly indicated that
under the provisions of the Act, agree-
ments cannot be touched by the commis-
sion with the type of order which the com-
mission can place on an award. In other
words, the criteria for an agreement are
distinet from those for an award. An
award has to be applied for wage index-
ation under the criteria laid down, Fed-
eral and State, An agreement can be re-
gistered with the commission to give it
some supposed legality,

The Premier has already said that
unions do not have to apply to the In-
dustrial Commission, I agree, but we do
not have to take agreements to be regis-
tered if we do not want to, However, we
do so0 because we believe in coneiliation and
arbitration, One becomes hesitant to do
that when the unfons have to approach
the very same commission which is to
undertake at least some arbitration and
conciliation.

So the right of a worker to strike re-
volves around the question of supply
and demand. This is something with which
I am concerned. There has to be more
rationality. Surely it is not necessary for
the emplovers or the employees to go
hell-bent an a course of destruction. The
regulation recently brought down creates
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a tremendous vacuum in the aectivities of
the unions. The unions will be bound down
by regulation which cannot work., If com-
man sense prevails the unions and the em-
ployers, and the Industrial Commission,
can undertake an exercise in rationality
and overcome the problem.

1 believe the problems of sirike action
likewise can be overcome in a sane and
sensible manner, because, whether or not
we like it, the workers will never give
away their right to strike. No matter what
we decide in this place the workers will
exercise that right, come hell or high
water, and no-one can change that at-
titude.

It might be a reckless assertion by a
member of this House but the realities of
life indicate to me that these unjust laws
will be fought most in a way in which the
employers will not accept.

I conclude by saying there are a num-
ber of questions I would like to take up
but I will leave them to other debates
on future occasions. I hope the issue I
have raised regarding the cinematograph
operators board will receive some con-
sideration; that the Minister for Housing
will look at the problem confronting the
pensioners in West Road, Bassendean; and
that the Minister for Labour and Industry
will use his ability and persuasive powers
to influence his Government to provide
greater funding in the area of industrial
safety, I suggest the Minister does not
believe everything told to him regarding
industrial safety. I believe he has been
misled by some people and he should have
8 close look at the position.

My understanding is that lack of indus-
trial safety is the greatest robber of man
hours in this State. A total of 40 000 man
days lost is not a good record. I hope
funds will be made available {o undertake
further action, and that the compensation
hoard will receive some funds so that it
may carry out those functions it is already
empowered to do under the Act.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Treasurer) [12,17 a.m.]! I realise the Sup-
ply Bill is a measure on which members
can ream from one end of the globe to
the other, and they usually do. I would
be quite unnatural if I did not expect the
Opposition to react as it has done. Mem-
bers opposite will be relleved to know
that I do not intend to deal with every
point raised tonight because, quite frankly,
although many points were raised very
few call for any special comment.

I can understand the Opposition belng
a little reluctant to fully extend itself dur-
ing a debate such as this, because members
opposite represent & party which is in dis-
array throughout Australia. They repre-
sent a party which has presided over the
greatest inflation end the greatest un-
employment we have had.
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Mr Bertram: You were going to fix
that.
Sir CHARLES COURT: Of course,

members opposite are alsp the State rep-
resentatives of a party which has a record
of increased charges which makes the
State Governmenti look as though it is
dealing only with petty cash.

Mr Davies: Impossible!

Sir CHARLES COURT: I gather from
the notices which appear on the notice
paper we will have ample opportunity to
remind members opposite of some of those
facts. I want to remind them that
in respect of the problems confront-
ing Australia—and they are very real—
Western Australia has managed to bring
itself to a situation where we have, at the
moment, the least unemployment in the
whole of Australia, and during the last
five consecutive months lower than the
national average. This is so in spite of
the frustration experienced in trylng to
get a development programme moving. 1
leave that thought with members opposite
because if they want to aitack us on so-
called lack of performance they want to
remember that people who live in glass
houses should not throw stones. When
members opposite start to criticise they
should look at their own performances be-
cause they cannot divorce themselves from
their counterparts in Canberra.

Mr Jamieson: And we won't divorce
our performance from the 3000 workers
employed under the RED Scheme.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I would remind
members of the Opposlition that the Com-
monwealth Government is now in the
process of cooling off the RED Scheme.
The Commonwealth Government has also
given notice to the Premiers that it wants
to get out of the other unemployment
assistance scheme. If it had not been for
the entreaties of the Premiers—Lilberal,
Labor, and Country Party—at the
Premiers’ Conference, the assistance we
have been receiving, and which goes back
to the time of the Tonkin Government,
for the State unemployment rellef scheme
—which is much more effective than the
Commonwealth scheme-—would have been
discontinued,

Mr Bryce: On what basls do you say
that?

Sir CHARLES COURT: It Is much more
effective because It involves much less
adminisirative cost—virtually none., It is
effective the minute money is made avail-
able.

Mr Bryce: There is no evidence of that
where 1 come from,

Sir CHARLES COURT: I remind mem-
bers opposite that the Prime Minister had
served notice on the Premiers that the
Commonwealth-State unemployment as-
sistance scheme was to cut out at
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midnight on the 30th June, 1975;
and it was only because of the

entreaties of the Premiers that he agreed
to phase it out, giving & lesser amount per
month, until it disappeared completely by
the 30th November. At the moment all
the Premiers are joining together to ask
the Prime Minister to take at least 8 more
realistic approach to this matter and
realise that if he cuts out that scheme as
well as phasing out the RED Scheme it
will not be a very happy Christmas for
many people in Australia. I am happy to
say that on present indications the people
in Western Australia will be better off
than those in any other State.

We see members opposite with dis-
appointment all over their faces. They
were heoping we would come into this part
of the session without a coalition, but we
have a coalition.

Mr Jamieson: There is no coalition.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We have a
coalition in the Government, and members
opposite come into the House for this part
of the session at a time when their own
party has never been so unhappy with
itself as it is at the present time.

Mr Bryce: We would bolt in in an
election at this time. That is why you are
going to fiddle with the boundaries, to try
to save yourself.

Mr OConnor: You would be talking out
of your hair if you had any.

Mr Bryce: A really brilliant comment
from the Minister for Police.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Treasurer.

Sir CHARLES COURT: There is dis~
appointment all over the faces of members
opposite. They were hoping {o come into
this part of the session with no coalition
in the Government. They now find them-
selves not only with a strong ecoalition in
Government but also with their own party
in disarray. And what a debacle it is!
The Harradine affair is one of the least
of their problems when we think of what
has happened—poor old Barnard, Crean,
Cairns, Cameron, the Northern Territory
election, the ACT election, the Queensland
election, the Bass election, and the South
Australian election. What a record!

Mr Davies: Tell us about the South
Australian election.

Mr B, T. Burke: What about poor old
Dick?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I congratulate
members of the Opposition for their
loyalty, I admire loyalty. It is hard
to be loyal sometimes, when a party
is as far down as theirs 1s. I must say that,
from their leader down, the worse things
are in the party the louder the noise
they make. But on this oceasion tonight
there has been no great spirit in the debate
which came from the other side, so there
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is very little to be answered. However, I
want to thank members for supporting the
Bill, even though they did so grudgingly.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a2 second time.

In Commitfee, eto.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Sir
Charles Court (Treasurer), and frans-
mitted to the Council.

House adjourned at 12.27 a.m.

{ Wednesday) .

Lenislative mwmril

Wednesday, the 13th August, 1975

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A, F.
Griffith) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

HOSPITALS
Private Consulting Facilities

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER, to the Min-
ister for Health:

Has the Government made it pos-
sible for doctors to have the use
of private consulting facilities at
public hospitals under the Hos-
pital Agreement between the
Commonwealth and State?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:

I thank the Hon. H. W. Gayfer
for glving me prior notice of this
question, the reply to which is as
follows—
Under the terms of the Hos-
pital Agreement between the
Commonwealth and State all
out-patient attendances at a
recognised hospital must be
free of charge to the patient.
A private medical practitioner
is entitled to charge for a con-
sultation carried out in his pri-
vate consulting rooms.

If a medical practitioner in-
tends to charge for a patient
consultation, it 1s essential that
the place of the consultation is
recognised as & private consult-
ing area.

Where it has been found
necessary for a doctor to visit
& hospital in & private consult-
ing capacity on a casual basis,
a charge of $1¢ per day for the
use of a consulting room ap-
plies. Where arrangements are

1.

made for a medical practiticner
to h_ave the use of private con-
sulting rooms within a hospiial
on a continuing basis, the
charge 1s $25 per day.

QUESTIONS (15): ON NOTICE

ROAD TRAFFIC AUTHORITY
Personnel and Cost

The Hon. R. THOMPSON, to the
Minister for Health representing the
Mintster for Police and Traffic:

(1) What {s the current force of the
Road Traffic Patrol?

(2) How many of these men have been
inducted from-—

(a) the Police Force by voluntary
transfer; and

(b) Country Shires' Traffic Con-
trol?

(3) What is the ultimate strength of
the Road Traffic Patrol?

(4) What has been the cost to date?

(5) What is the anticipated total cost
to bring the Road Traffic Patrol to
full strength?

{6) Is the current policy of spat
breathalyser checks In line with
the Minister's second reading
speech in iIntroducing the Road
Trafic Bill?

The Hon, N. E. BAXTER replied:
(1) 423.

(2) (a) 399.
by 24

(3) Anticipated 510.

(4) Salaries 1st June, 1975 to 31st July,
1975-—$650 593.

(5) At full strength an additlonal
monthly amount of $47 850 (sel-
arles) would he required.

(6) The current campaign against
drinking drivers cannot be de-
seribed as spot or random checks.
It is based on observing drlver
behaviour in the vieinity of places
where liquor is dispensed and
drivers can reasonably be expected
to have consumed liquor,

ABORIGINES
Hostel: Swan District

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the
Minister for Community Welfare:

Further to the reply to my ques-
tion of the 19th March, 1975, con-
cerning the urgent need for hostel
accommodation for haomeless
Aboriginal people in the Swan
District—

{(a) has any action yet been taken

to establish such a hostel;



